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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


4 SUGGESTION that more members of the building 
trade should enter politics has been made by Mr. 
Alfred Edwards, late M.P. for Middlesbrough. 


VR. W. E. RICE, C.B.E., J.P., President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association in 1942, is to 
be the next Mayor of the City of Westminster. 


TO OVERCOME ITS URGENT HOUSING 
PROBLEMS, a new housing policy has been 
adopted by the New Zealand Government giving 
more freedom to the resources of private enterprise. 


THE EXTENT to which it is legitimate for architects’ 
plans to be published in the Press was a matter dealt 
with by the Architects’ Registration Council for the 
United Kingdom at its meeting on March 17. 


SOME PRACTICAL RESULTS of ‘field measure- 
ments of the transmission of sound in buildings and 
the insulation of buildings against sound were given 
in an address by Mr. P. H. Parkin, of the Building 
Research Station, Watford, to the Acoustics Section 
of the Physical and Optical Society. 


{T LAST WEDNESDAY’S MEETING, the Chelsea 
Borough Council considered a proposal for placing 
the responsibility for the design and supervision of 
its future housing schemes with the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor. At present this work is under the 
charge of private architects. The Council also 
considered a recommendation that an architectural 
and town planning assistant be redesignated Chief 
Architectural and Town Planning Assistant. 


SEVERAL OF THE MORE IMPORTANT building 
issues of the day were dealt with by Mr. R. R. 
Costain; C.B.E., President of the L.M.B.A., when 
he addressed a recent Press conference. He said 
the most important problem confronting the industry 
was the need to reduce costs. 


IN HIS RECENT TALK at the Housing Centre, 
Professor J. D. Bernal gave an account of housing 
and building methods in the U.S.S.R., based on his 
recent visit to that country, and made some interest- 
ing remarks on the subject of standardisation of 
components. 


IN ALL ABOUT 80 TO 100 APPLICATIONS for 
private development are being dealt with monthly 
by the City Corporation in connection with the 
redevelopment of the City of London. This was one 
of the points made by Mr. H. A. Mealand, F.R.I.B.A.. 
M.T.P.1., Planning Officer to the Corporation of 
London, when he addressed a meeting of the Town 
and Country Planning Association on March 15. 


THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED CIVIL ESTI- 
MATES FOR THE COMMON SERVICES, 1950- 
51, envisage a total expenditure of £73,609,455. Of 
this figure the largest single item is over £34,000,000 
for public buildings. 
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NEEDED—AN INQUIRY INTO 
RESEARCH 


| the present critical economic situation, it is natural to 

turn one’s eyes towards scientific and industrial research 
as a solution of some of our pressing problems. Certainly, 
the outlook for the building industry is such as to make 
research an absolute necessity. Devaluation has already 
led to cuts in capital investment and may have still fgrther 
consequences in rising costs. Again, only last month there 
was another increase in building trade wages, and if the 
Government adhere to what appears to be their intention to 
allow railway charges to go up, the cost of heavy materials 
such as bricks, cement, timber and steel will rise still further, 
Finally, Marshall Aid is due to expire in less than two years. 

It cannot, of course, be expected that scientific and tech- 
nical research will overcome all these handicaps which face 
the industry, but it is imperative that we should have a large 
research programme and that it should be directed to the 
most advantageous ends. We propose this week to examine 
the state of the Government’s building research programme, 
and next week to consider what contribution the industry 
itself is making to overcome its difficulties. 

Government expenditure on building research appears 
to be running at a figure not far short of £2 million per 
annum. Of this figure £925,400 is accounted for by the 
Chief Scientific Adviser’s Division of the Ministry of Works 
and £156,000 by the Building Research Station. There is 
also the work of the Forest Products Research Laboratory 
and the. Medical Research Council (Building Research 
Unit), both of which are financed directly by the Govern- 
ment. In addition, there are the Government grants to 
the industrial research associations. An annual expenditure 
of £2 million would be a small price to pay for a research 
programme that would enable the building industry to 
achieve the increase in production and the reduction in 
costs that are so urgently necessary. The question is 
whether the Government’s research programmes are 
likely to achieve these objects and to achieve them fast 
enough. It is because we feel very doubtful as to the 
answer to that question that we urge the need for an inde- 
pendent and expert inquiry to go into the whole question. 

It will perhaps be useful if we give the reasons which have 
led us to think that such an inquiry is necessary. The two 
main agencies of official research are clearly the B.R.S., 
which is responsible for: fundamental research, and the 
Ministry of Works, which covers development. The latest 
information on the work of the former is that contained in 
the reports of the Building Research Board for 1947 and 
1948. No report is yet available for 1949, but it may be 
assumed that the main lines of work were much the same. 

The 1947 report declares that in view of the economic 
crisis the Station’s efforts have been concentrated on the 
more pressing short-range problems at the expense of the 
longer-range and more fundamental work; the Board add 
a warning that the more basic work cannot be sacrificed 
indefinitely. This may be commended as a sound statement 
of principle, but careful study of the B.R.S. reports leaves 
the reader with a disquieting feeling that the work there 
described does not add up to a crisis programme. There 
are some items of work which are simply a waste of time 
and money, e.g., the experiments designed to show the 
distance from a house at which a poplar tree may be planted 
without causing damage. Nor are we impressed by “ the 
physical study of some of the factors affecting the feeling 
of warmth of floors.” By far the greater part of the 
Station’s work, however, is a serious contribution to the 
solution of building and constructional problems. Par- 
ticular merit, in our view, attaches to the work on the 
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human requirements of buildings, work which is. vital as 
the basis of further research into materials and methods of 
construction. Between these two extremes—useless work 
on the one hand and highly valuable work on the other— 
there is much which appears to be useful, but which hardly 
amounts to a vital contribution to present needs. In this 
category we would put much of the work mentioned in the 
1948 report as receiving “‘ high priority,” namely, research 
on cellular concrete, lightweight concrete, floor surfacing 
materials, prestressed concrete, quality control of concrete 
and the heating of buildings. No reason is given for these 
priorities, but it may be assumed that some of this pro- 
gramme is being given priority in the hope that it will help 
to overcome the shortages of steel and timber. For reasons 
which we shall give in our remarks on the activities of the 
Ministry of Works we feel very doubtful whether this is 
the best approach. 

Thefe is little published information about the Ministry’s 
far heavier expenditure on development. Whereas each 
B.R.S. report runs to 40 or more pages of text, there are only 
three pages on scientific research and development in the 
Ministry’s summary report for 1948. These three pages, 
however, provide sufficient information to enable certain 
conclusions to be drawn. Here again are certain items of 
work which seem hardly justified at the present time. The 
report tells us that the design of equipment and appliances 
for houses, offices and schools is being studied at Birmingham 
University with the support of the Ministry. There was a 
water heating survey (to study the distribution of hot water 
facilities and usage, so as to determine the needs of the 
users), and there has also been a study of communal laun- 
dries. In contrast to these items, particular significance 
attaches to the Ministry’s work in developing certain forms 
of mechanical equipment. For instance, considerable 
progress has been made in the survey of plant suitable for 
excavating house footings, and an investigation has been 
started into the possibilities of providing cheap temporary 
covers for building houses in wet weather. 

Another major part of the Ministry’s work has been the 
search for substitutes for timber: experiments have been 
carried out on the use of concrete members for flooring and 
roofing, and this work has involved investigation into 
methods of hoisting and placing concrete at first floor and 
roof level. From the technical standpoint, this would 
appear to be a useful effort to overcome the present short- 
age of timber. In economic terms, however, its justifi- 
cation is less apparent. The economics of timber substitu- 
tion have been the subject of considerable discussion since 
the Timber Development Association’ produced their 
pamphlet on the subject over a year ago. Suffice it to say 
here that the use of light concrete members on any scale as 
a substitute for timber would intensify the existing shortage 
of cement and steel and add to the cost of housing. 

Similar economic considerations appear likely to defeat 
any attempt to find a solution of our building problems 
through large-scale prefabrication. Of the materials which 
lend themselves to prefabrication—timber, steel, concrete 
and aluminium—the first two are already in critically short 
supply, and concrete would soon become so. As to 
aluminium, it is doubtful if sufficient would be available 
for the purpose without diverting supplies from the other 
uses to which it is increasingly being put in building. 
Technical considerations apart, therefore, it seems unlikely 
that prefabrication will provide any real solution of our 
building problems in the measurable future. 

This analysis of contemporary building research leads to 
the conclusion that the most promising approach is through 
the development of traditional building. In addition to its 
proved technical soundness, it has the advantage that in the 
main it uses materials that are, or can be, produced at home. 
The two important exceptions are timber and base metals. 
The first essential is to ease the two major bottlenecks which 
are holding up the building programme—timber and steel. 
Timber is at once the easier and the more difficult problem. 
It is the easier in the sense that if the Government could see 
its way to import more timber the present difficulties would 
disappear. There is no world shortage of timber and the 
present restrictions on its import are probably a false 
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economy. If, however; the Government decide that these 
restrictions must remain, research must endeavour to find 
a solution. A good deal of work has already been done on 
the scientific use of timber, e.g., the T.D.A. work on roofing 
systems. Although much more could be done in the way of 
applying these achievements in practice, this work has 
probably reached its limits in the field of research: there 
seems little likelihood of achieving further economy while 
a roof has to carry the same weight as at present. But 
it might prove a fruitful line of research to try to reduce the 
weight of clay and concrete tiles, thus facilitating a further 
reduction in the amount of timber necessary for roof 
construction. 

Remarkable as have been the results of research in achiev- 
ing a more economical use of timber, the prospects for 
similar work with regard to steel should be even greater. 
Whereas timber is a natural product, steel is manufactured, 
and it should not be beyond the power of the scientists to 
produce new steels for constructional work that are both 
lighter and stronger than those now used. Such results 
cannot be achieved in a hurry, but that is all the more 
reason for starting now on research for this purpose. 
Official building research apparently takes no account of 
these possibilities. 

Although investigation into the problems created by the 
scarcity of timber and steel is obviously the first necessity, 
research into other materials will be necessary if the industry 
is to have sufficient supplies. Although the supply of 
materials is better than it was two or three years ago, there 
are still complaints of shortages, and these would become 
acute if the timber and steel situation permitted a larger 
building programme. Research is therefore necessary if 
the industry is not to be frustrated by fresh scarcities when 
the primary bottlenecks are removed. The main difficulty 
in increasing the supply of these other materials is likely to 
be the shortage and high cost of coal. It is only about two 
years ago that bricks had to be imported from Belgium 
because there was not enough coal for home production. 
Research is therefore necessary into methods of producing 
more materials for the same amount of fuel. 

The foregoing analysis suggests that the official research 
programme is far from meeting real and urgent needs, and 
for this reason an inquiry—set up at once to report speedily 
on the whole question—should show fruitful results. 


HOUSING 


T° study again the report of the housing debate in the 
Commons on March 13 is to be reaffirmed in our view 
that if a solution of the problem is to be reached, housing 
must be taken out of the political arena. Little fresh of a 
factual nature emerged from the debate, which was opened 
on now familiar lines by Mr. Walter Elliot and Mr. Blenkin- 
sop, On opposite sides of the House. None of the Govern- 
ment supporters or Mr. Bevan, who wound up the debate, 
made any real answer to two questions posed by Mr. 
Elliot and by Mr. Walker-Smith—why the number of 
houses now being erected shows a steady decline? and 
why, five years after the end of the war, housing costs are 
still rising ? 

The health and prosperity of our country depend to very 
large extent upon answers being found to these questions. 
How important they are may be gauged from the fact that, 
on the one hand, half only of the pre-war number of houses 
is going up, and on the other that the cost has mounted to 
a point where, in the view of an authority such as Mr. 
Richard Costain, the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion’s President, the true cost of a 1,000 sq. ft. house in the 
London area is in the region of £2,000. No wonder that 
rents are more than many can pay. 

We propose to Mr. Attlee that the Government should 
look at the facts and follow where they lead. To continue 
on the present course of fewer houses at higher costs can 
lead only to national ruin. To quote from Mr. Marples’ 
contribution to the debate : “‘ Our people will never get 
houses unless the task is tackled by reference to technical 
problems, unless there is competition among builders, and 
unless political prejudices and hates disappear altogether.” 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


The Great House as Dollar-earner 


[ these days of remorseless taxation 
few can afford to live in anything 
larger than a cottage. It is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that more and more 
owners of great old houses are either 
making them over to the National Trust 
or taking other steps to relieve them- 
selves, to some extent at least, of a 
burden they can no longer bear. Blen- 
heim Palace, Alnwick Castle, and Sion 
House, Isleworth, are among the historic 
houses, recently announced, to be thrown 
open to the public on certain days of 
the week this year on payment of a small 
charge, which will go towards upkeep. 
In recent years far too many of our 
great old houses have been made over to 
alien purposes—schools, hospitals, flats, 
community and welfare centres, etc.—and 
though it is better that they should be 
thus preserved than destroyed, they 
always seem to take on a melancholy 
look after conversion, as though know- 
ing that their glory has departed. If, 
therefore, the device of throwing open 
our remaining great houses to the public 
can ensure their preservation in all their 
unique integrity, it is to be commended, 
for even in these equalitarian days, 
whose most notable characteristic is an 
acute housing shortage, there is no point 
in expelling people from their homes, 
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which may possibly have been in the 
possession of their families for centuries. 
In any case, these houses are national 
assets and should be preserved, if only 
as dollar-earners. 


Case of the Missing Wren Bust. 

WE HAVE OFTEN wondered how archi- 
tects amuse themselves during those 
hours which, before the war, were gene- 
rally known as “spare time.” Surely, 
full marks for the choice of a spare- 
time occupation must go to Mr. G. D. 
Gordon Hake, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., who, in 
the February issue of the Journal of the 
Bristol Society of Architects, recounts his 
adventures as an amateur detective. 

Mr. Hake’s successful “case” con- 
cerns a missing bust of Sir Christopher 
Wren, which, according to a 100-year-old 
minute in its records, was presented to the 
Bristol Society by a Mr. Melsom. It was 
no help to Mr. Hake in his self-imposed 
quest for the bust that at one time a bust 
adorned the office entrance hall of the 
late Sir Frank Wills, who was to 
use it as a convenient resting-p for 
his to) —- hat on arrival each morning. 

commendable (one might almost 
say professional) caution, Mr. Hake 
states that “ whether or not the bust was 
hatted was, I presume, an infallible clue 
as to whether the great man was ‘in’ or 
‘out.’ The bust, however, was not the 
missing Wren.” 

Finally, the missing piece, minus most 

the nose, was run to earth among a 
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pile of old plaster casts in the basement 
room of the Royal West of England 
Academy building. The nose was re- 
modelled by the ole Mr. Fabian, teacher 
of sculpture at the Bristol School of Art, 
and now, thanks to Mr. Hake’s energetic 
inquiries, the bust adorns the library of 
the School of Architecture at 25, Great 
George-street, where the Council of the 
Bristol Society meets. 


The Value of Political Work. 

THE BUILDING INDUSTRIES’ LUNCHBON 
Cuus had, last week, the opportunity of 
hearing Mr. Alfred Edwards, late M.P. for 
Middlesbrough, on the subject of housing. 
Mr. H. E. Comben was in the chair. The 
situation, said Mr. Edwards, could be 
summed up by saying that whereas the 
Conservatives had been of promis- 
ing jam tomorrow, but never giving it 
today, the Government had given the jam 
today (or some of it), and had not the 
money to pay for it. The housing debate 
earlier in the week had been singularly 
inconclusive; Mr. Bevan had never faced 
up to the question: why do you get fewer 
houses with more men? He MM r. Edwards) 
welcomed Mr. Stokes’s appointment as 
Minister of Works; he was the first man 
appointed by Mr. Attlee as a Minister of 
the Crown who had ever run a business. 

Mr. Edwards appealed to members of 
the building trade to enter politics, 
national or local, in greater numbers. 
How many representatives of the industry 
were there in the House, he asked, 
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A GYPSY CARAVAN 


Mr. Kenneth Dalgliesh, F.R.I.B.A., sends 
us this drawing of a gypsy caravan. It has 
(he writes) a white painted canvas barrel roof, 


supported on lancewood ribs. The ornamental 
metal “S” supports between roof and 
chassis are of solid bronze. The axle hubs 
are of polished brass. (Note the turned front 
axle.) There is a turned spindle cage on 
each side over the front wheels, in which the 
chickens are carried when travelling. The 
serrated ornamentation to the upright sup- 
ports is not purely ornamental, but primarily 
to lighten the construction. 

Most caravans have a horse, or a horse’s 
head painted or carved over the door, some 
of the designs being somewhat crude, but 
occasionally of an excellent flowing design. 

; The sunflower in the lower panel of the door 
is quite original and in the natural wood, 
uncoloured and opens inwards; the two upper 
glazed panels open outwards. The rest of the 
caravan is painted with bright red on a yellow 
background in keeping with the Romany’s 
love of bright colours. The driver sits to the 
right of the door, with the brake wheel between 
his legs. 

Inside the caravan there is a corner cup- 
board on the right with solid panel doors 
below and glazed panels above for china. 
On the right is a small stove with blue and 
white tiles, and brass rail to the mantle shelf. 
On each side are benches with cupboards 
under, and a large double bunk at the end, 


with again cupboards under, in which the 
children usually sleep. There is a sash window 
immediately above the bunk, having sliding 
louvred shutters externally. 
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adding that if people weren’t prepared to 
help they deserved what was coming to 
them. It was the secret of the achieve- 
ments of a very small proportion of Com- 
munists in the pee trade that they 
took advantage of slackness in assuming 
responsibility. 


R.LB.A. Transport Exhibition. 

IN view of the fact that information 
concerning many interesting transport 
projects will not be available by June of 
this year, it has been decided to hold the 
R.LB.A. Transport Exhibition at the be- 
ginning of 1951 instead. This will give 
an opportunity for projects which are now 
in their early stages to be more fully 
illustrated at the exhibition. 


Students’ Summer School. 


THE BATH ACADEMY OF ART, Corsham 
Court, Wiltshire, and the Architectural 
Association School, Bedford-square, Lon- 
don, have combined to hold an Inter- 
national Summer School at Corsham 
Court from August 25 to September 5, 
1950. It will serve as a forum in which 
students of painting, sculpture and archi- 
tecture from many countries can consider 
not how painting and sculpture can be 
“applied ” to architecture, but how those 
arts can again become one. 

It is hoped that the discussions at the 
School may crystallise into some agreed 
programme for further projects on which 
students can work during the autumn and 
winter—possibly to meet again in 1951. 

The Summer School is primarily in- 
tended for students of architecture, naint- 
ing or sculpture, and applications should 
give details of training, etc., and be sup- 
ported by a recommendation from the 
principal of the college or the equivalent. 
Applications will be considered from stu- 
dents at any stage in their training. About 
150 places will be available and these will 
be allocated between (a) students from 
abroad, (b) students of the Bath Academv 
of Art, and (c) students of the Architec- 
tural Association School, London. 


Students’ Visit. 

TWENTY-FIVE STUDENTS from Belgium, 
Holland, Poland, Ceylon, Cyprus, France, 
Greece, the U.S.A., Canada, Colombia, 
South Africa, Austria, Persia, Israel and 
Siam took part in a London week-end 
school on “Architecture in England,” 
arranged by the Student Welfare Depart- 
ment of the British Council. On March 
18 they heard a lecture by Mr. Eric 
Jarrett, of the Architectural Association, 


on “The Development of Church Archi-: 


tecture in England,” and later made a 
coach tour .of London, visiting various 
churches, The following day Mr. Jarrett 
spoke on “A Short History of London 
Architecture,” after which students were 
shown some historical buildings and 
examples of domestic architecture. 


B.L.N.C. and N.J.C. Appointments. 


Mr. F. W. BEAZLEY has been nominated 
as successor to the late Mr. H. B. Bryant 
as secretary to the Building Industries 
National Council and Clerk to the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. At present Mr. Beazley, who 
was a member of the building industry 
team which visited America last year, is 
carrying out the duties of these posts 
and it is anticipated that his appointment 
to them will be formally confirmed on 
April 27. 


Standing Committee on National Parks. 


A COMPLIMENTARY LUNCHEON’ was 
¥ven on March 18 to the Rev. H. H. 
ymonds, the Honorary Drafting Secre- 
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tary of the Standing Committee on 
National Parks, in acknowledgment of his 
long and devoted service to the committee 
and to the cause of national parks. 

Mr. Symonds, who for many years 
worked in close co-operation with the 
late John Dower, greatly helped the 
Standing Committee in its purpose of 
fostering nublic interest in the National 
Parks project and ensuring that legisla- 
tion on the subject would be given a 
generally ‘favourable reception; and, 
when in 1949 a National Parks ‘Bill was 
at last introduced, it was through the 
efforts of Mr. Symonds and his fellow- 
members of the Standing Committee that 
Parliament and the Minister were made 
aware of the considered opinions of those 
who, having studied the subject of 
National Parks in all its many aspects, 
were specially qualified to judge how its 
problems could best be solved. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr, Paut H. Treapcoitp, A.R.I.B.A., A.A. Dip., 
chartered architect (late of 84, Hillside-gardens, 
Edgware), has now moved from his temporary 
address at 11, Melbury-gardens, Wimbledon, 
S.W.20, to the permanent address at Breakheart 
Caravan (adjoining ‘“‘ Dalmar’”’), Warren-road, 
Ickenham, Middlesex. Tel.: Gerrard 8483. 

The new telephone number of ALrrep J. TayLor 
‘nD Partners, chartered architects, 4 and 5, 
Bridge-street, Bath, is Bath 60427-8-9. 

Mr. A. Dennis BumpsteaD, A.R.I.CS., has com- 


menced in practice as a chartered quantity sur- - 


veyor at 30, St. Phillips-avenue, Worcester 
Park, Surrey (tel.: Derwent 5012), where he 
would be glad to receive trade catalogues, ete. 
Messrs. R. W. Grecory AND PARTNERS, consult- 
ing engineers, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, announce 
that they have opened an office in Bristol and 
have taken into partnership Mr. L. C. Rettig, 
F.I.E.S., Assoc. LiE-E., who will be resident 
partner in charge of the office, the address of 
which is: Refuge Assurance Buildings, 18, 
Baldwin-street, Bristo] 1 (tel. : Bristol 233516). 


Mayoralty for London Builder. 


Mr. W. E. Rice, C.B.E., J.P., President 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion in 1942, is to be the next Mayor of 
the City of Westminster. He takes office 
on May 25, which, by a coincidence, hap- 
pens to be his birthday. The installation 
ceremony will take place in the old City 
Hall, which is now being restored after 
being bombed during the war. Mr. Rice 
is chairman of Rice and Son, Ltd., estab- 
lished over a hundred years ago. He was 
given the O.B.E. in 1942 and the C.B.E. 
in 1948, for services on numerous com- 
mittees connected with the Ministry of 
Labour. He became a J.P. in 1943. Mr. 
Rice has been a member of the West- 
minster City Council since 1945, and for 
the past three years has been chairman of 
the Works and Traffic Committee. He is 
also chairman of the West London Road 
Safety Committee and of the Hotel and 
Catering Trades Advisory Committee. 





Mr. W. Eric Rice, who has been elected 
Mayor of Westminster. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 27. 

BuimtpinGc InpDusTRies LuNcHEoN Cius.—Dinaer 
in honour of Mr. Robert Gerholz. Hungaria 
Restaurant, S.W. 7.45 p.m. 

InsTITUTE OF Quantity Surveyors.—‘‘ The 
Nature, Composition and Uses of British Stone 
in Building and Engineering,” by Lt.-Col. 
Bertram Shore, L.R.1.B.A. 98, Gloucester- 
place (near Baker-street), W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

RovaL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Mock Town Planning 
Inquiry, with Mr. J. Ramsey Willis, Barrister- 
at-Law, as Inspector. 12, Great George-street, 
S.W.1. 6 p.m. ; ; 
(MInistRY oF Works.—‘‘ Economy in_ Tradi- 
tional House Building,” by Mr. H. F. Brough- 
ton, Royal Institute of British Architects. 66, 
Portland-place, London, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

SHEFFIELD AND District CLERK OF WORKS AND 
BuitpING Foremen’s Association.—Mr. H. C. 
English, A.M.I.C.E., on “The Function of a 
Consulting Engineer.” Legion House, 22, 
Arundel-street, Sheffield 1. 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 28. 

Hovusinc Centre.—The Hon. 


Lionel Brett, 


M.A., A.R.I.B.A., on ‘“ Housing in Relation to 
Planning.” 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
S.W.1. 5.45 p.m. 


County BoroucH oF Croypon.—Sir Thomas P 
Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.BsA., on “‘ Crawley New 
Town and its Possible Effect on Croydon.” 
Town Hall, Croydon. 7.30 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (SouTHeRN AReEA).—Luncheon and 
Brains Trust meeting. Café Royal, North End, 
Croydon. 1 p.m. ; 

Institute oF FueL.—‘ High-Temperature Com- 
bustion-Heated Furnaces,” by Mr. M. W. 
Thring, M.A. Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, Storey’s Gate, St. James’s Park, S.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. ‘ 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGI- 
NEERS, ScoTTisn Brancn.—‘ Pneumatic Conveying 
and Dust Exhausting.” Engineering Centre, 
351, Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow, C.3. 6.50 p.m. 

Thursday, March 30. 

Roya, InstivutroN OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(JuNioR ORGANISATION).—“‘ Question Time ” meet- 
ing. Talbot Restaurant, London Wall, E.C.2. 
7.30 p.m. ; 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD (METROPOLITAN BRANGH).— 
“ The Objectives and Organisation of the Engi- 
neers’ Guild,” by Mr. J. H. W. Turner, B.Sc 
Lighting Service Bureau, 2, Savoy-hill. 6 p.m. 

Friday, March 31. 

InsTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS (LONDON 
anp Home Counties Branca).—‘ The Use of 
Colour to the Architect,” by Mr. R. F. Wilson. 
art director of the British Colour Council. St. 
Ermin’s Hotel, Caxton-street, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM AND Frve Counties ARCHITECTURAI 


AssociaTion.—‘‘ Old. Houses of Birmingham,” 
by Mr. W. A. Clark, F.S.A. Birmingham 
Photographic Society, York House, Great 
Charles-street. 6.15 p.m. 


Saturday, April 1. 

Tue INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF Certi- 
FieD CAaRPENTERS.—Diamond Jubilee Dinner 
Tavistock Restaurant, Charing Cross-road, 
London, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 


Saturday, March 23, 1850. 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO ARCHITECTS.—The 
Town Council of East Retford have 
announced their determination to have a 
corn exchange, and to give, for “ the best 
plan” (not forgetting “ specifications and 
estimates ”), the munificent sum of three 
guineas (note the gentility of the odd 
shillings); for the second best, only one 
guinea less; the remaining guinea to be 
thrown away upon the third! Architec- 
ture is looking up amongst the wise men 
of East Retford. We almost forgot to 
warn all and sundry, by the way, that 
“the town council of East Retford ” have 
also determined “ not to give anything for 
plans not deserving of merit,”—-such plans 
certainly not being deserving of payment, 
at least, in the face of others whose own 
merit must constitute their best—since it 
will be their only—payment or solatium 
at East Retford. 


Prof. Eliel Saarinen. 


*PROFESSOR ELIEL SAARINEN has _noti- 
fied the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects that to his great regret it will not 
be possible for him to visit this country 
later in the year im order to receive the 
Royal Gold .Medal. 
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THE BUILDER 


ORGANISATION OF ARCHITECTS’ OFFICES 
5.—The office of ARTHUR W. KENYON, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 


TPHE ideal office is yourself and an 
office boy. You are your own 
master and the office boy will not 
bully you; he may even hero-worship 
you, and if he does I can assure you 
it may never happen to you again. 

I have been asked to write on the 
small office, which mine is. In my 
opinion an office must never get so 
big as to find the principal becoming 
an administrator and ceasing to design. 
I am going to assume, therefore, that 
you wish to remain an architect with 
all the joys it brings of designing and 
carrying out your work. 


Stage I. One-Man Show 


Remember you cannot start where 
others leave off, so let us start from 
the beginning—yourself. You will be 
able to do a good deal of work all 
by yourself which will mean doing 
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PERFECTION 
STAGE | 


all working drawings; dealing with 
contractors and sub-contractors; in- 
spection of work and attending to 
correspondence; issuing certificates; 
doing your own filing — altogether a 
full and busy life in which you are 
entirely responsible for everything you 
do and there is no one to lean upon. 
Unfortunately, this state of affairs does 
not last long. The office work inter- 
feres with your drawing work, and 
you must do something about it; there- 
fore you are obliged to take the next 
step. 


Stage II. Secretary 
The office must be kept open when 


.you are out, so that your first essential 


becomes a secretary, and you will find 
throughout the whole of your career 
that a secretary is of more importance 
than a draughtsman. You can do’ the 
drawing, but you make a poor show 
of typing and office work. You can 
now start to organise; premises and 
equipment become important — an 
office for yourself, with your drawing 
equipment and desk and bookcase and 
all the other things you wish to gather 
around you; a room for your secretary, 
with telephone, filing cabinet, type- 


writer and all the other things a secre- 
tary gathers around her, which are 
innumerable and expensive. So, with 
your name on the door and your office 
furnished, off you go. 


There is the excitement of opening 
the post to see what it may bring; the 
satisfaction of dealing with the corres- 
pondence; the joy of receiving tele- 
phone calls, knowing them to be all 
for yourself; the satisfaction of know- 
ing that when you are out the office 
is open and that when you return there 
may be some important messages for 
you. You reserve a good part of the 
day for drawing; you call for a file 
and it is forthcoming; you want a 
drawing and you can find it because 
you have put it away. So, without 
knowing it, you are beginning to 
organise. This is the second stage in 
your career, and it is perhaps the per- 
fect and complete state of organisation, 
because you are independent and 
entirely self-contained. 


It is from this stage that you 
develop your entire future career, and 
it is from this stage, too, that you 
must be able to expand without neces- 
sarily reorganising. Your plan book, 
your time-sheets, your accounting 
books, paying office accounts, salary 
to your secretary and P.A.Y.E., office 
cleaner, window cleaner: what a lot 
there is to do which you never thought 
of when you were working for some- 
one else, but, if properly thought out 
at the beginning, it will not become 
more complicated, only more extensive 
and more expensive. 

Let us take stock so far. It is so 
essential to get it right at this stage 
before the next step can be taken. 

How much capital have we sunk 
already? 

Own office—drawing table, writing 
table, nest of drawers, bookcase, 
carpet, curtains, electric fitting. 

Typing office — table. chair, type- 
writer, filing cabinet, files, carbons, 
stationery, carpet, curtains. 


Entrance. 

We have spent well over £150. We 
have paid the rent, lighting, heating, 
etc., secretary’s salary. What about 
fees received? I hope there are some, 


otherwise we shall be living on capital, 
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Boss Ssc ENT 
PEACE & TRANQUILLITY 
STAGE LH 


and we don't want to “sub” on our 
first job if we can help it. 

Things are rather different from 
what they were before the war in the 
amount of capital required. Then you 
could pretty well bank on a job for 
which you had been commissioned 
going on reasonably quickly. Today 
may mean at least a year’s delay with 
all the ramifications a job now under- 
goes—and remember no one is in a 
hurry but you. Of course sometimes 
jobs get shelved, much more often than 
they used to, so we ought really to 
have enough money to keep us and 
the office gomng for a vear in advance. 


Stage III. Adding Staff 


Nevertheless we are going to make 
a success of this private practice, so 
we cannot afford to look on the gloomy 
side. Let us assume, therefore, that 
things are going well, so well that we 
have to increase staff. 1 shall call this 
Stage III, and I think it is the most 
difficult stage. It is the stage where 
waste can so easily creep in. More 
accommodation is wanted; more 
equipment is required: 7 ft. lineal per 
man plus side table, drawing chests. 
boards, T-squares, large and small, 
inks, tracing paper. Even one draughts- 
man constitutes a problem because you 
have to feed him with work and pay 
his salary, after deducting his P.A.Y.E. 
and health insurance. etc. He won't 
work as quickly as you do because: 
he won’t know quite what you want: 
he won’t work as hard as you do 
because he hasn’t your responsibility, 
and he may not be entirely sympa- 
thetic with what you are doing: you 
will probably get some awful shocks 
when you see your sketches interpreted. 

In this Stage III you might get up 
to, say, three draughtsmen, and you 
should be able to turn out a consider- 
able amount of work. You can almost 
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assess what you should produce. Let 
us do a very simple sum: 
Per week 
Gs. a. 
3 draughtsmen, average 
£10 perweek 30 0 O 
1 secretary T° 0 
Office rent Sa 700 


(more or less) 
Lighting 
Heating 
Cleaning £6 
Stationery 
Telephone 
Postage } 


£50 0 0 


£50 per week = £2,600 p.a. 
Put your own gross 


salary down at 1,000 p.a. 


£3,600 p.a. 


This is equivalent to one job com- 
pleted each year of £60,000 at full 
fees of 6 per cent., or a new job 
every month of £5,000. 


Stage IV. Final 


The next stage would not appear 
to be very different from Stage III, but 
it is, because it means you are being 


engaged upon more commissions, and yy pg. 


if you wish to retain your own ‘indi- 
viduality then you require assistance 
of a more varied kind. 

I think this stage should never get 
above, say, six draughtsmen, because 
anything above this is becoming, to 
my mind, a big office, and in this 
article I am not dealing with this. It 
is not possible to look after six 
draughtsmen and keep them fed with 
work and check it properly. You will 
have to get someone to relieve you in 
order to allow you the necessary time 
to create the schemes as you wish them 
to be done. You must, therefore, have 
within your staff one man at least 
who is sympathetic to your ideas and 
can interpret your rough sketches in 
the way you would do yourself if you 
had the time, and he must produce 
a complete sketch scheme for dis- 
cussion between you. You will, at the 
state he has brought the scheme up 
to, probably work on it quite a lot 
yourself. After this he will take it a 
stage further, in more detail, so that 
when it goes to the draughtsmen the 
salient points have been worked out 
and the draughtsmen have not to 
think what to do. 


This man wants a lot of finding; 
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you may say this sort of work kills 
his initiative. If it did he wouldn’t 
be the man I am describing; he would 
be a mere hack. This man will not 
carry out the working drawings 
although he will find himself wishing 
to do some of the more important 
parts. In this way you will be train- 
ing a V.I.P. who will at times act as 
your understudy; this is done in the 
theatre and it is how stars are some- 
times discovered, 

What about the draughtsmien — are 
they hacks? Well I suppose they may 
be—but let us digress for a moment, 
if the editor will allow me. Assistants 
have not the same necessity to learn 
from the boss as in the old pupilage 
days when that was their only means 
of tuition. They are, and rightly so, 
taught their craft in the architectural 
schools; they now serve their appren- 
ticeship there and they come into an 
office to practise and improve their 
craft. If they prove their skill in 
making competent working drawings 
reasonably quickly which they, as well 
as the foreman on the job, can read 
and understand; if they can detail con- 
struction which will be safe and keep 
out the weather; if they will look into 


every corner to see that they are all - 


fool-proof, they, too, will become 

The carrying out of the jobs in a 
small office cannot be done by 
draughtsmen; in the first case it does 
not pay; in the second they haven’t 
the authority; and, thirdly, they often 
haven’t the knowledge. How then does 
the draughtsman learn? He works 374 
hours a week, and no Saturdays. No 
boss would ever stop him from visit- 
ing a job in his spare time. It is up 
to him! 

The inspections are mostly done by 
yourself and nad understudy, and 
isn’t this one of the pleasures of build- 
ing — seeing your ideas produced m 
lasting materials? 

It will be necessary in this Stage IV 
to increase the personnel in the typing 
office, and this is most important. This 
is the section of your office which the 
outside world hears and sees. The 
amount of efficiency in this depart- 
ment echoes the spirit of the office 
and yourself. If you have a gauche 
office boy on the telephone who speaks 
in monosyllables of “Yes” or 
“No ” oF, worse still, “ Don’t know,” 
you will be judged by him. If your 
letters are untidy, badly spaced, 
corrected, or with dirty type, you will 
be judged by them, as you judge firms 
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by those you receive. Mistakes made 
in additions or accounts annoy clients, 
so, in selecting this side of your office, 
be as careful as present-day circum- 
stances allow. I say this pointedly, not 
to be unkind, but to draw attention 
to the fact that office secretaries do 
not all receive adequate training in 
this country. I have had experience of 
them in America and Scandinavia, and 
there they appear to be more self- 
reliant and able to find things out 
for themselves, to anticipate what is 
wanted, and to be able to deal with 
the social, personal and research side 
and have the welfare of the office at 
heart, as well as being efficient short- 
hand typists. Perhaps in these coun- 
tries it is a profession, whereas here 
it is just a job. 

There are many details in the work- 
ing of a small office which I haven’t 
space in this short article to touch 
upon, such as numbering of drawings, 
indexing, filing, idiosyncrasies of indi- 
viduals, office hours, pay, bonus to 
staff. All these, however, should be 
subservient to competent architecture, 
and they must not be allowed to get 
in the way of it. 


Accounts 


At the same time, 1 cannot leave 
organisation without mentioning 
accounts. A small office cannot afford, 
nor does it require, a full-time 
accountant, but it is essential from the 
very beginning of your first simple 
office to employ a qualified accountant. 
He is just as important to you as you 
are tq your clients, and he becomes 
a real friend and helper. This certainly 
relieves you of quite a lot of work 
in the office. I have therefore asked 
my accountant, who has experience of 
many architect’s offices, to give you a 
few simple hints on what should be 
done in the office and the type of 
books needed to be kept for yourself 
and for his information, and this is 
what he says: 

Banking arrangements: Open a 
separate bank account for the business 
and do not mix your private trans- 
actions with those of the business. 
Your private account can be funded 
by cheques drawn on the business 
account from time to time. 

Pay all moneys received, whether by 
cheque or in cash, into the bank. Do 
not use cash received for petty cash 
payments. 

Books: There is no need in the 
early stages for a very elaborate set 
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of books, but some proper books of 
account are necessary to keep your 
records clear and to show you how 
you stand from time to time. These 
will include: 


CasH Book: All moneys received 
are entered on one side of the book 
and all payments made by cheque on 
the other. The book will thus show 
you the bank balance at any time, 
and will enable you to keep a check 
on the bank pass book sheets. Do 
not rely on the pass book sheets for 
your bank balance as these sheets will 
not include any cheques you have 
drawn which have not been presented 
for payment. Cash payments should 
not be entered in this book, but will 
appear in the 


Petry CasH Book : Moneys required 
for petty cash should be drawn from 
the bank periodically and entered in 
the petty cash book as cash received. 
On the other side you will enter all 
cash payments for office expenses, the 
balance shown by the book being 
checked with the actual cash in hand 
from time to time. 


These two books should be of the 
“analysis” type, all expenditure 
being extended into the various 
columns under suitable headings. 


LEDGER: The total of the various 
columns in the cash book and petty 
cash book are posted in this ledger, 
which forms the basis from which the 
annual accounts are made up. 


WaceEs Book: This book is neces- 
sary if you have a staff of draughts- 
men, etc. It can be bought at any 
stationer’s. There are columns for 
gross wages, P.A.Y.E. and National 
Insurance deductions, and for the net 
amount payable to the employee. You 
will find this book very helpful when 
dealing with the P.A.Y.E. collection 
on behalf of the Revenue. 


Jos Book: This is a progress record 
of work on hand. An account is 
opened for each job giving particulars 
of the contract price, fees receivable 
and the certificates issued as the work 
proceeds. Costs in relation to jobs— 
such as draughtsmen’s time, printing, 
travelling and other disbursements— 
are also entered so that the position 
is readily ascertainable. Each draughts- 
man completes a weekly time-sheet 
on which is recorded the hours spent 
daily on each job. The sheets are 
summarised and entered in the job 
book, which is provided with columns 
for each of the draughtsmen concerned. 


FILING: File the papers for each 
job under the job name with a refer- 
ence corresponding to the job book 
reference. For office expenses keep an 

“unpaid accounts ” file and a “ paid 
accounts” file. As accounts come in 
they should be put on the “unpaid 
accounts” file, and when paid the 
account with the receipt attached 
Should be transferred to the “ paid 
accounts” file. 


These are the minimum _ require- 
ments for a small office, and if the 
books are properly kept the prepara- 
tion of the annual accounts will be 
a simple matter. 
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Engineering and Job Progressing 


My office is perhaps unusual in 
having an engineer who deals with all 
matters of sub-contractors, engineer- 
ing specialists, drainage and under- 
ground works, as well as the 
supervision and organisation on the 
jobs and in the office. This is 
becoming more and more necessary 
owing to greater complication of job 
progressing, for which the architect 
appears to have to take more and 
more responsibility and initiative. This 
side also fulfils an increasing neces- 
sity in dealing with general and special 
construction as well as research into 
new materials and methods. It is per- 
haps a side which has not yet been 
fully developed in offices, but which 
I think is becoming more and more 
necessary. 

There are two other matters which 
are definitely lacking in a small office. 
One is the surveying side; it is not 
possible to keep a surveyor to do 
levelling and surveying, so one is 
dependent on outside help. The 
second is the costing of works in the 
early stages of the work for prelimi- 
nary estimates, which no longer can 
be done by the rule-of-thumb method, 
and the comparative costs of differ- 
ent forms of material, construction 
and design. 

One is therefore dependent on an 
outside quantity surveyor for these 
services, and it is not really part of his 
duties; it would be better if it coyld 
be done in the office. 


Some Random Suggestions 


May I now give you a few suggest- 
ions jotted down at random? 

Never desert your drawing board, 
no matter how big a man you may 
become. What you gain in greatness 
you may lose in accomplishment. 

There are no corners in a small 
office to hide the misfits. 

Small jobs, no matter how small, 
are just as important in building up 
a practice as large jobs. It is a 
mistake, however, to think that large 
jobs cannot be done in small offices; 
they may even receive more personal 
attention than in large organisations 
which may become divided into a 
number of small compartments not as 
efficient as a small office unit. 

There used to be more room at the 
top of the ladder than the bottom; 
today, it seems to get crowded at the 
top—where most people wish to start. 
The descent is easier, but not so 
inspiring. 

To start in private practice requires 
courage to surmount financial worries 
and perhaps hardships and disappoint- 
ments. It is never safe or secure; it 
calls for abundant enthusiasm, self- 
reliance and imagination and a spirit 
of adventure. The result can never 
be dull or monotonous, it scintillates 
with kaleidoscopic change. 

The drawing office should be kept 
quiet, that is, free from telephoning 
or interruptions from sub-contractors 
or travellers. If any such matters must 
be attended to by draughtsmen they 
should not be done in the drawing 
office. 

To comment on the editor’s note 
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to an earlier article that one of the 
principal hindrances to the builder is 
the difficulty in getting from the archi- 
tect working drawings in time is 
becoming rather a music-hall joke. 
In America, where all the drawings 
are completed before a job starts, 
the builder is organised to receive 
them because he bases his prices 
upon them quite differently from 
our methods of bills of quantities. 
Our builders are not organised to 
receive more than drawings for the 
work as it proceeds. In other words, 
they prefer to be fed with drawings. 
On a simple job which I am now com- 
pleting, of £200,000, there are no fewer 
than 300 architects” working drawings 
issued to the builder apart from 
engineering, heating and lighting and 
sub-contractor’s drawings. I find that 
if you issue too many at any one time 
the foreman gets snowed under; he 
has no proper method of filing them, 
he keeps them in a miscellaneous way 
and digs and dives amongst them to 
produce something he seems to remem- 
ber having seen. 


I would say to the builder: look to 
your own site organisation which is 
often pretty primitive. An article could 
be written on this from the architect’s 
angle alone. 


All this office organisation may seem 
absurd. It is absurd, and was not 
nearly so essential before the war, but 
I am afraid it has come to stay. There 
are now so many people who want 
to have a finger in the pie and a record 
of what you are doing at various 
stages, that you are bound to increase 
your organisation. Unfortunately, it 
does not add one jot of efficiency to 
building, it only tends to hamper and 
slow it down. 


COMPETITIONS” OPEN 


Halliday, F.R.1.B. x Leonard C. Howitt, B. Arch. : 
nd Dr. Metcalfe ‘cen M.D. (Medical Offi 
an Health, Manchester). Conditions from the pro- 
moters, City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. Closing 
date : March 27, 1950. February 17, 1950. 


WAR MEMORIAL BUILDINGS, JERSEY, C.1. 
Promoted by Association of Old Victorians. ’ Pre- 
miums : £75, £50 and £25. Assessor: Mr. A. E. O. 
Geens, F.R.1.B.A. Conditions from Mr. A. H. 
Worrall, 25, Cleveland-road, Jersey, C.1. Dep. £1. 
Closing date : April 3, 1950. October 28, 1949. 


COUNTY > oe Paap SCHOOL, 
HUNSTANTON. ed by the Norfolk County 
Council. Premiums : Pres00. £250 and £150. Assessor : 
Mr. Denis Clarke Hall, F.R.1.B.A. Conditions may 
be ——: —— the Chief Education Officer, Stracey- 

road, m deposit of £2. Closing date, 
April in 80.” October 21, 1949. 


CIVIC HALL, GUILDFORD. Promoted by the 

Borough Council. Premiums: £1,000, £500 
£250. Assessor: Mr. G. A. Jellicoe. F.R.1.B. 
Conditions from the Town Clerk, Municipal 
Guildford, on payment of deposit of £2 2s. 
date, April 30,1950. September 23, 1949. 


WAR a ee PARK, 
LOWESTOFT. Promoted by the perial War 
Graves Commission. Premiums : £100 f 260 and £30. 
Assessor: Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., F.R.I.B.A. 
Conditions from the Secretary, Imperial "War Graves 
Commission, 32, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1, on 
rer - £1. Closing date : May 26, 1950. February 


DESIGNS FOR arbre BRIDGES. Pro- 
moted by the Cement and Concrete Association. 
Open to engineers 
£500, £300, £200. 


CaS | 


ai 
Assessors : 


Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-P.R.IB.A.. J. Cuerel, E. J. Powel, 
J. Reed. Conditions from the Association, 52, 
Grosvenor- S. Is.) 


-gardens, W.1 (postal order, 
Closing date, May 31, 1950. November 11, 1949. 


Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to 
issues of “ The Builder’? in which details of the 
competitions appeared. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
“‘ Supply of Architects ” : 
Statement of the A.B.T. 


To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 
wiIR,—In your issue of March 10, Mr. 
Sidney Loweth again shows the same 
signs of rancour as in previous letters— 
outbursts from the pen of an obvious 
anti-trade unionist absolutely intolerant of 
anyone “ un-Loweth ” in outlook. 

As. stated in previous correspondence, 
the A.B.T., being a trade union, does not 
make public the numbers of, or the break- 
down of, membership; it is therefore 
difficult to understand how the figure of 
554 architect members given by Mr. 
Loweth is arrived at. The drop in mem- 
bership is as quoted by Mr. Loweth, but 
in quoting from the A.B.T. report he 
omits to complete the paragraph which 
states that the drop is normal. The reason 
for the closing of the War Damage Com- 
mission and the other branches named by 
Mr. Loweth should be obvious even to 
the most biased in outlook. 

The Association is not a profit-making 
concern, therefore a small loss on a year’s 
working is not of great concern to mem- 
bers. With regard to foreign relations, 
Mr. Loweth seems to wish to imply that 
the A.B.T. is favourably disposed to com- 
munist organisations, particularly those 
abroad. In actual fact, the reverse is the 
case. An overwhelming majority of 
members voted for the withdrawal of the 
T.U.C. from the W.F.T.U. (the com- 
munist-dominated international T.U. 
organisation), and, at the same time, again 
by an overwhelming majority, voted 
against the T.U.C. joining or affiliating 
with any other foreign organisation. The 
A.B.T. is, in fact, a a body 
catering for members of differing political 


thought and is not affiliated to any politi- 


cal body. Its association with the T.U.C., 

the N.F.B.T.O., and various trades 
councils is for industrial purposes only. 
and the A.B.T. does not pay fees or contri- 
butions to the political funds of any party. 

Mr. Loweth asks a question on the 
Clerk of Works Diploma: “ Will the 
A.B.T. tell us how many (if any) failed?” 
Oh! the depth of ill-feeling contained 
within those brackets! Mr. Loweth 
should know the answer; the result of the 
examination was printed in The Builder 
dated August 19, 1949, and the following 
numbers quoted are taken from that issue: 

Written examination: entry 35, passed 
6, partial pass (i.e., failed in two subjects 
only) 8—these must take the two subjects 
again before being awarded the diploma. 
Therefore, from these figures, it will be 
seen that 21 failed in more than two sub- 
jects and must take the whole examination 
again. 

Oral examination: entry 44, passed 27, 
which means that 17 failed in two 
or more subjects and must take the 
whole examination, written and oral, 
again. The condition determining 
exemption from the written examination 
was a minimum of 10 years’ continuous 
employment as either a general foreman 
or clerk of works, based, no doubt, on 
the assumption that a man of that experi- 
ence was already a man of proved ability. 

The oral examination covered all the 
following subjects: Building Construction. 
Building Materials, Drainage and Sanita- 
tion, Site Practice and Site Services, 
Quantity Surveying, and Land Surveying. 
Failure to pass in two of the subjects in- 
volved complete failure. The examina- 
tion was held at the Regent-street Poly- 
technic, under full examination conditions. 
The examiners were five A.R.I.B.A. mem- 
bers and one C.S.I. member. 
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Being desirous of leaving political mat- 
ters to political organisations, I have 
found in my 10 years’ membership of the 
A.B.T. that the organisation is unbiased 
politically, does not publish contentious 
matter, and confines itself to the better- 
ment and improved knowledge of its 
members. G. BELLAMY. 

25, Brough-street, Goole, 

Yorkshire. 


Housing of British Immigrants in 
New Zealand. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SIR,—Major Martin is quite right to 
\7 draw attention to the shortage of 
housing in New Zealand and to the long 
waiting list for State rental houses. He 
is also right in suggesting that no State 
houses have been allotted to immigrants 
as such. All Government-sponsored im- 
migrants are, however, guaranteed accom- 
modation on arrival, and all intending im- 
migrants, whether assisted or not, who 
have sought the advice of the appropriate 
officials at the High Commissioner’s office 
in London, have been warned of the 
gravity of the housing shortage. 

It must be remembered that the short- 
age of accommodation has existed since 
before the second world war, and that, in 
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the words of the Prime Minister (the Hon. 
S. G. Holland), “ the new Government is 
determined to press ahead with immigra- 
tion and housing. The housing of New 
Zealand’s own people is a first priority, 
but where immigrants can be accommo- 
dated without impinging on the housing 
needs of New Zealanders, then they can- 
not come fast enough.” 
A. T. CAMPBELL, 
Public Relations Officer. 
New Zealand Government Offices, 
415, Strand, W.C.2. 


Dwellings using Soft Hardwood 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
SIR, —Apropos my letter.in your last 

issue on this subject, may I point 
out that it was my idea to use imported 
soft hardwood, ‘such as Obeche and 
Meranti, both of which are off-licence 
as coming from non-dollar areas. Thus 
no imported softwood which is under 
licence would be required. The extra 
cost would be: very little, having regard 
to the whole cost of the house. I am | 
sure lots of people would be glad to have 
a house built on these lines, and a great 
deal of unwanted materials would be put 
to good use. I hope others will take up 
this matter of securing official sanction. 
BUILDER. 


HOUSING POLICY IN NEW ZEALAND 
New Government to Encourage Home Ownership 


By Major JOHN G. MARTIN, M.B.E., Hon.A.T.P.1.. formerly General Secretary 
of the National Housing and Tewn Planning Coun 


(THE Prime Minister of New Zealand, 
Mr. Holland, recently announced 
that the new housing policy adopted by 
the Government would be in many re- 
spects a complete change from that of 
the previous Government. There would 
necessarily ‘be some initial delay in the 
—" of the various schemes, as the 
anges would involve considerable 
administrative problems. 
The main features of the new policy 
are as follows: 


(1) The law relating to tenancy con- 
trol will be amended early in the com- 
ing session of Parliament. Owners who 
have let premises on or after March 1, 
1950, at a “fair rent” duly approved by 
the Department of Labour will be able 
to obtain possession of their premises 
without the restrictions of the Tenancy 
Act, 1948. It is hoped that this under- 
taking will induce people who have 
vacant properties: to let, or who could 
subdivide large houses, to do so at 
once on the Government’s assurance that 
they will be protected by Statute. 

(2) Loans for house building, including 
rural housing, will be increased imme- 
diately to £2,000, inclusive of the new sus- 
pensory loans. This provision will apply 
to all loans for buildings for which per- 
mits are or were issued on or after 
December 1, 1949. The loans to be 90 
per cent. for civilians and 100 per cent. 
for ex-Servicemen, tand the maximum 
terms of the loans will be 35 years. 


(3) Suspensory loans of 10 per cent. on 
new homes not exceeding £2,000 in value, 
exclusive of the cost of the .building plot, 
will be granted immediately. The sus- 
pensory loan will be cancelled after the 
house has been occupied by the owner 
for seven years, but no house on which 
a suspensory loan has been made may be 
sold within seven years without the first 
offer of purchase being made to the 
Government. This scheme of suspensory 


loans will operate for three years from 
December 1, 1949. Special considera- 
tion will be given to the needs of. appli- 
cants with large families, and there will 
be no means test. It is hoped that this 
new provision will stimulate private build- 
ing. 

(4) Tenants of State houses who wish 
to purchase their homes will be permit- 
ted to do so at valuation, either for cash 
or on easy terms. No State tenant will 
be disturbed in his occupancy, nor will 
the house he occupies be pty to anyone 
else. As types of construction and 
quality of materials and workmanship 
vary considerably in the different State 
housing projects, each house will be 
valued separately to fix its selling price. 
Further, as in the meantime houses will 
be sold at what may be regarded as 
attractive prices, their re-sale will be sub- 
ject to the provision that if this occurs 
within seven years they must first be 
offered to the Crown. 

(5) Sites for new shops in State hous- 
ing areas will be sold at valuation to in- 
dividual traders with the necessary capi- 
tal and experience. Preference will be 
given to ex-Servicemen who will be re- 
quired to build an adequate shop within 
a fixed time and to.carry on a specified 
trade. If the shop is sold within seven 
years it must first be offered to the Crown. 

The essence of all these new measures 
is “self-help.” Although the Govern 
ment has undertaken to continue the erec- 
tion of State rental houses, it seems cer- 
tain that State building will diminish 
appreciably under the new policy. How- 
ever, it is beyond dispute that more ac- 
commodation is urgently needed in rural 
areas for persons employed in dairy fac- 
tories and freezing works. In view of 
the paramount importance of increasing 
New Zealand’s exports of primary pro- 
ducts, it may assumed that the 
Government will not overlook this aspect 
of the Dominion’s housing problem 
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View from east. 


STUDENTS’ QUARTERS AT A FARM SCHOOL, NEWTON RIGG 


JOHN H. HAUGHAN, F.R.I.B.A., CUMBERLAND COUNTY ARCHITECT 
F. C. VERNON, A.R.I.B.A., ASSISTANT ARCHITECT IN CHARGE 


ORICINAL BUILDING 
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which has recently been taken over will provide accom- 


modation tor single farm workers. 


and poultry units, and a start on the first part of these 


away, there will be the new buildings for the horticultuie 
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The first part of the extensions has 
just been opened and is the hostel, 
giving accommodation for students. 
Drawings are on the board for a dining 
hall and future assembly hall which 
will link this hostel block to the existing 
main building. This hostel extension 
has permitted all-the-year round instruc- 
tion for 35 male and 25 female students. 
The teaching staff and the increased 
domestic staff will be housed in the main 
original building. 

The new hostel provides separate 
study-bedrooms for each student and 
four bed-sitting rooms en suite with 
bathrooms for teaching staff who also 
act as wardens. There are bathrooms 
and showers and in the cloakrooms 
particular attention is paid to facilities 
for bootwashing, as demanded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Steel lockers 
are provided for each student, and 
there are drying stands for outdoor 
clothing. 


A feature of the two classrooms is 
the adoption of a new section shown in 
the photograph on this page. It provides 
continuous clerestorey lighting on both 
sides, and enables the whole teaching 
space to be evenly lighted without 
shadows. Whereas the Ministry of 
Education prescribes a daylight factor 
of 2 per cent. for new schools, these 
classrooms give a 5 per cent. minimum. 
A folding screen opens out the rooms 
when required for assembly, film exhibi- 
tion and other purposes. The two 
common rooms for men and women 
each have open fireplaces, and extensive 
views of the Pennines and Lakeland 
hills. 

The central heating and indirect 
domestic hot water service installations 
are designed on the low pressure 


accelerated system with duplicate stand- 
by circulators, the boilers being inter- 
connecting so that either boiler is avail- 
able for the combined service in case of 


breakdown of the other. The boilers 
are fired by automatic coal stokers of 
the forced-draught underfeed type, fuel 
being fed direct to the furnace from 
concrete storage bunkers containing 
five weeks’ supply of fuel. Thermo- 
static control of the central heating 
system is applied by means of the 
‘* Satchwell ’”? compensator which auto- 
matically adjusts the rate of fuel feed 
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View looking along north front of classroom block. 


and combustion according to the pre- 
vailing weather conditions, the external 
pilot being sensitive to sun, wind, rain 
and frost. The installation also em- 
bodies a device which automatically 
reduces the heat input into the building 
during night time. 

The tower has a practical and much- 
needed purpose in housing a 1,600- 
gallon water supply tank which is filled 
over night for the next day’s use, thus 
relieving the demand when the pressure 
in the mains is very low. 

Construction and materials: A light 
steel frame construction incorporates 
welded bar joists instead of normal 
rolled steel joists; sand-lime bricks 
throughout, painted internally, and 
**Snowcem” applied externally. Roof- 
ing is of asbestos-cement decking, 
covered with insulating board and 


built-up bitumastic felt. The whole 
construction was designed for economy 
with simple finishings. 


The cost of the original contract was 
£25,684, and the two 10-bedroom wings 
have cost an additional £4,750, making 
a total for the hostel of £30,434. 


The builders were Messrs. J. Laing and Son, 
Ltd., Dalston-road, Carlisle. Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were: Heating, John Corbett; 
electrical, Firth Bros.; steelwork, the Fromson 
Construction Co. of Canada; roof decking, 
Universal Asbestos-cement Mnfg. Co., Ltd.; 
metal windows, Crittall Mnfg. Co., Ltd.; 
flooring, Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd. (repre- 
sented by J. Armstrong Todd, Newcastle); 
roofing, W. Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; asphalter, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; 
door furniture, N. F. Ramsay and Co.; sanitary 
fittings, J. and R. Howie and Co.; precast eaves 
units, Tarmac, Ltd.; folding screen, North of 
England School Furnishing Co., Ltd. 


The 


tion, it had architecturally been left so far behind that 


the rebirth now taking place was long overdue. 


STUDENTS’ QUARTERS, NEWTON RIGG FARM SCHOOL : View inside classroom. 
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THE ALEXANDER THOMSON TRAVELLING STUDENTSHIP 
WINNING DESIGN BY PETER L. A. WILLIAMS, Stud.R.I.B.A. (GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE) 


in the Greek classical style. The subject 
of the present design, which carries a 
prize of £100, is “‘ A Sports Stadium.” 
to the conditions, 


ye Studentship is awarded every as a memorial to Alexander Thomson, 

third year by the Trustees, whoare the Glasgow architect of the nineteenth 
the Council of the Glasgow Institute century who was responsible for so 
of Architects. The Studentship serves many fine buildings in the city designed This, according 
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AESTURANT 


was to be capable of being used for 
modern Olympic Games, for inter- 
national association and rugby football 
games and for shinty. It was suggested 
in the conditions that the structural 
principles of steel and reinforced con- 
crete be applied and interpreted in the 
Greek manner. 

The winning design was submitted 
by Mr. Peter L. A. Williams, Glasgow 
School of Architecture. His design, 
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broadly, has the appearance of a clam 
shell turned with the “‘ bowl ’”’ upwards, 
and having the grand stand as the hinge 
of the shell. This fits in well and in 
excellent scale on the site because the 
whole of the arena and threequarters 
of the stand and terracing have been 
excavated and a mound built up outside 
the Stadium. This at once makes 
simple the vast problem of access for 
a crowd of 100,000. The terracing is 
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ingeniously widened along the centre 
of the field and narrowed at the ends. 
This means that the vast bulk of the 
spectators have places in the centre. 
The architectural treatment is for the 
most part within the conditions and 
has not a little of the Greek approach. 
The plan dispositions are good, various 
Offices, rooms, etc., well placed, and 
the large restaurants are well managed, 
architecturally speaking. 
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View of converted stable block from courtyard. 


CONVERSION WORK AT KESWICK HALL, NORWICH 


for Norwich Diocesan Training College 


SEELY AND PAGET, ARCHITECTS 


i our issue of January 13 we illustrated an example 
of permanent building recently completed under 
the joint auspices of the Council of the Church 
Training Colleges and the Ministry of Education, 
to provide the Diocesan Training College at Hockerill, 
Bishop’s Stortford, with a new residential hostel. 

It is not always possible, however, for the sponsoring 
authorities to meet immediate requirements in this 
substantial fashion and it frequently happens that 
urgent need of additional accommodation enjoins 
recourse to expedients other than new construction. 

Norwich Diocesan Training College represents 
such a case in point. This college was almost 
totally destroyed by enemy action, and as soon as the 
war came to an end an alternative had to be found to 
the appallingly inadequate and inconvenient quarters 
which had barely sufficed to keep the college in being. 

Having secured the Keswick Hall property on the 
outskirts of Norwich for the eventual transfer of the 
whole college, the immediate task was to establish 
a nucleus of 45 students in Keswick Hall itself, with 
sufficient tutorial accommodation on the premises 
to reduce to a minimum the daily transport of students 
to and from temporary lecture rooms in Norwich. 
This latter requirement has been met by a most 
ingenious adaptation of the old coachhouse and 
stabling of Keswick Hall, where space has been found 
for a biology laboratory, craft room, small gymnasium 
(with changing room adjoining), music room, art 


room and lecturer’s room; the remainder of the 
building, at the back and on the first floor, provides 
bedrooms and ancillaries for domestic staff and 
separate quarters for a married couple. Almost the 
whole of the joinery timber required for these pur- 
poses was salvaged from stable fittings. 

By such means as these an advance party of stu- 
dents was able to come into residence within a period 
of seven months from the commencement of building 
operations, and since their completion a start has 
already been made on a residential hostel for 100 
students and other buildings. 

The quantity surveyors were Messrs. Langdon and 
Every and the consultant engineer Mr. G. T. Redg- 
ment, A.M.I.E.E. 

The general contractors were Messrs. R. G. Carter, 
Ltd., of Drayton, Norwich. Sub-contractors in- 
cluded :—Sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, 
Ltd.; partitioning, Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd. ; 
asphalt work, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd. ; masonry, George Scarlett, Ltd. ; fireplaces, Bratt 
Colbran, Ltd.; special electrical fittings, Osler and 
Faraday, Ltd.; wood block flooring, Hollis Bros. and 
Co., Ltd.; floor coverings, John Archer and Co., 
Ltd.; heating and hot water engineering, Beaven 
and Sons, Ltd.; electrical work, A. Pank and Son, 
Ltd.; metal windows, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; 
sanitary plumbing, W. J. Taylor; and external wall 
decoration, Joseph Freeman and Sons. 
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The music room. 
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CONVERSION 
WORK AT KESWICK 


HALL, NORWICH 


For Norwich Diocesan 
Training College 


SEELY AND PAGET, 
ARCHITECTS 























we Beane. 
wavsa® ‘nw ease 4raaree 
qu 


pie’ Sapere wee 
— 4 means UM 
oe Beene GYMNASI! 


¢ 
ou a 
ve a 


eer ew 
As eacme 


aol j 
tl _—o_ = 
oe cone 
sccecel ae Sere cal 
Qn oe pers) 
cas 
setae Sues Ut] 


Pune reoe'e 
i" 


Bret ae 
aint 
pet LT: YF 00 

Comcaens 
MUSIC ROOM 
MES 
tm camenare 
SePeser es Fem 


Gent Sere 
Fea asouaie ramen 


scole of teet 

















March 24 1950 


THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
Legitimate Publication of Plans 


"THE extent to which it is legitimate for 

architects’ plans to be published in 
the Press was a matter dealt with by the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom at its 72nd ordinary 
meeting on March 17. Mr. Sydney 
. Tatchell, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., chairman of 
the Council, presided. 

A report on the subject of the publica- 
tion of plans was submitted to the Council 
with the report of Professional Purposes 
Committee. It stated: 


PUBLICATION OF PLANS. 

A report has been received from the 
Sub-Committee appointed to consider to 
what extent it is legitimate for an archi- 
tect’s plans to be published in the Press 
and elsewhere above his signature, relat- 
ing to works which have not actually been 
commissioned or constructed. 

The Committee are in agreement with 
the findings of the Sub-Committee, and 
accordingly report to the Council as 
follows: — 

1. The Code of Conduct (see Principle 
Ill. Example (vi)) forbids architects to 
pay for the publication of their work, and 
leaves the matter there. It is, however, 
the opinion of the Committee that circum- 
stances exist where an architect, by en- 
couraging or even facilitating such publi- 
cation, would run counter to the spirit of 
the Code. An example would be where 
publication was on the initiative of the 
architect to advertise his work in order to 
attract commissions. 

2. Discussion of specific cases known 
to members of the Committee and within 
their own experience revealed the almost 
endless variety of cases to be met with, 
that might be thought suitable for con- 
sideration, if not strictly within the terms 
of reference. The Committee find them- 
selves somewhat hampered in their de- 
liberations by the limitation of the terms 
of reference in the words italicised. The 
word “works” in the terms of reference 
and in this report is taken to include the 
work of design of any kind undertaken 
by the architect at all stages from the first 
sketch until completion, and whether 
finally executed or not. 

3. The Committee feel strongly that any 
steps taken by the Council to enforce rules 
effectively to prevent self-advertisement 
by architects might prejudice the publicity 
which should be given to the activities of 
the profession as a whole, and is neces- 
sary for the information of the public, 
particularly in regard to trends in design 
and technical developments. 

4. The Committee unanimously recom- 
mend that the following propositions (a), 
(b) and (c) should be accepted and that 
further examples should be added to 
Principle III of the Code to give effect to 
them : — 

(a) A distinction is to be drawn between 

orks commissioned but not constructed, 
and those which are not commissioned and 
not constructed. Subject to paragraphs 
(e) and (f) below, means should hencefor- 
ward be sought, through the architect, to 
Prevent publication of ‘specific designs in 
the latter category or editorial comment 

ereon. In the event of such publication 

t should be for the architect to establish 

at he took no initiative in the matter 
and neither received nor anticipated any 
reward. 

(b) That the publication of an archi- 
ect’s design for a permanent building, 
unrelated to a specific programme and 
site, will lower the standards generally 


accepted in the profession, and tend to 
bring architects into disrepute, since it is 
of the essence of architecture that the 
design of permanent buildings should be 
conditioned by the sites they are to 
occupy. 

(c) While it is not desired to prevent 
the use of an architect’s name by a com- 
mercial firm in their advertisement of pro- 
ducts included in the architect’s specitica- 
tion, provided his permission is first sought 
and obtained, an architect must not solicit 
the publication of his design for such a 
purpose. 

The Committee are also agreed:— 

(d) That there should be no restraint 
upon publication by any means or through 
any channel, of general matter contribut- 
ing to architectural education, public 
policy and technical progress. 

(e) That no attempt should be made to 
restrict publication of any drawings en- 
tered for a competition or prize, whether 
successful or not. 

(f) That the publication of papers, 
articles or books which contribute to the 
knowledge of architecture, whether on 
general or special subjects, is to be 
encouraged. 

(g) It is not desirable that an architect 
should allow or encourage recurrent pub- 
lication of his name in connection with 
one subject of building design which, 
although commissioned, has not been 
constructed. 

The report was adopted. 


Re-admission to Register. 

In presenting the report of the Admis- 
sion Committee Mr. VINCENT Burr drew 
attention to the anomalous position aris- 
ing from the removal of architects from 
the Register under Section 7 of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Act, and stated that 
the Committee had unanimously passed 
the following resolution : 

Whereas the Admission Committee are 
informed that an architect who, being 
qualified by examination, is removed 
from the Register under Section 7 of the 
Principal Act for disgraceful conduct and 
disqualified for registration for a period 
of years, can claim as a right to be re- 
admitted at the end of the period of 
disqualification by virtue of Section 
6(1)(c) of the Principal Act, and 

Whereas the Committee are also in- 
formed that an architect who was admit- 
ted to the Register under Section 6(1)(b) 
of the Principal Act, Section 2 of the 
1938 Act, or Section 6(1)(d) of the Prin- 
cipal Act, and is likewise removed under 
Section 7, cannot claim to be re-admitted 
as a right at the end of the period of 
disqualification, by reason of the fact 
that the dates for applications under the 
Acts and Regulations aforesaid have all 
expired, 

Resolved to record for the information 
of the Council that, in the unanimous 
view of the Admission Committee, it is 
desirable that all architects who are re- 
moved from the Regisfer under Section 
7 of the Principal Act and disqualified 
for registration for a period shall be 
testored to the Register at the end of 
such period if they so desire. 

Mr. Burr said that this seemed to him 
to be a very obvious thing and he would 
like to assure the Council that he had 
always been under the impression that 
this had been acted upon; but the Com- 
mittee felt that it ought to be on record 
in the minutes of the Council for future 
reference. ° 
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The Committee’s views on the matter 
were noted by the Council. 

Notice of motion was given by Major 
G. B. J. ATHOE that the Council direct 
the Board of Architectural Education to 
exercise its duty by holding its own 
examinations for registration, in accord- 
ance with the provision contained in the 
ultimate paragraph of Section 5, Sub- 
Section (2) of the Principal Act (1931). 

Mr. KENNETH M. B. Cross observed 
that the motion was out of order inas- 
much as it proposed that the Council 
should act in a manner contrary to the 
provisions of the Architects’ Registration 
Act of 1931. In his submission, the 
Council only had the power to direct 
the Board of Architectural Education to 
hold examinations if, in the opinion of 
the Board, such examinations were neces- 
sary, and not otherwise. 

Major ATHOE protested and said he 
had “ never heard of such a procedure.” 
After some lively discussion on points of 
order, THE CHAIRMAN Said he was pre- 
pared to suggest to Major Athoe that he 
amend the motion to a form which was 
in order, and Major Athoe accepted a 
suggestion that the word “invite” be 
substituted in the motion for the word 
“ direct.” 

In support of the amended motion, 
Major ATHOE said it was an invitation 
to the Board to do something which 
he thought it was its duty to perform. 
If anyone read Section 5, Sub-Section (2) 
of the Act they would find that it was 
the intention of Parliament that this 
Board of Architectural Education was 
set up for a purpose—to hold examina- 
tions. The Act was passed in 1931 and 
it was now 1950 and the Board had not 
held an examination in architecture. 
Major Athoe then quoted numerous 
statements and speeches made in both 
Houses of Parliament in 1931, before 
the Act was passed, supporting his view 
that the profession should not be a 
“ closed shop,” and added that the view 
he was expressing was backed by the 
highest legal opinion in the country. 

Lt.-CoLt. SEYMER said the matter had 
been fully discussed before and so far 
as he could see there was no new factor 
involved. 

Mr. Cross said the Board decided in 
1933 that it was undesirable for the Coun- 
cil to set up its own examination which 
would damage its clam to be an 
impartial assessor. 

Mr. KNapP-FISHER said it was very 
clearly in his mind that the proposal that 
the Board should hold its own examina- 
tions was against the whole spirit of the 
1931 Act. For the Council to set up a 
new large organisation competing with 
the existing external examining bodies 
and conducting separate but parallel 
examinations would be a complete waste 
of time. 

Mr. Murray supported the amended 
motion, but said he felt the word should 
still be “direct” and not “invite.” 

After some further discussion, Major 
Athoe asked if he might claim a division. 
On the division the motion was defeated 
hy 26 votes to 10. 


Eighteenth Annual General Meeting. 


At the eighteenth annual general raeet- 
ing of the Architects’ Registration Coun- 
cil which followed the ordinary meeting, 
Mr. Sydney Tatchell, C.B.E., and Lt.-Col. 
V. H. Seymer, D.S.O., were unanimously 
re-elected chairman and vice-chairman 
respectively of the. Council for the 
ensuing year. 
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TRANSMISSION OF SOUND IN BUILDINGS 
Practical Results of Field Measurements 


At the R.I.B.A. on March 16, Mr. 
P. H. Parkin, of the Building 
Research Station, Watford, gave an 
address to the Acoustics Section of the 
Physical and Optical Society on the 
transmission of sound in buildings and 
the insulation of buildings against sound. 
It was a paper of more direct interest 
to and more readily understood by ex- 
perts in acoustics than architects and 
builders, but contained information of 
value to those who are concerned with 
the design of buildings of all kinds. It 
was an account of the present state of 
the art of making buildings sound-proof 
and in compiling it Mr. Parkin had 
drawn upon his own extensive researches, 
including those carried out with the 
B.R.S. mobile laboratory. 

At the beginning of his talk, Mr. 
Parkin said it was important to be quite 
clear about the meaning of insulation 
against sound and how it was measured. 
For the time being they were only con- 
cerned with reverberant sound, i.e., where 
the sound energy density was more or less 
- uniform throughout the room. In the 
laboratory {in this country, the National 
Physical Laboratory) the insulation of a 
partition was measured by fixing it in 
position between two adjacent rooms 
= were otherwise isolated acoustic- 
ally. 

The sound-reduction factor of a par- 
tition was defined as the ratio of the 
sound energy incident on one side of 
the partition to the energy emitted on 
the other side. A reverberant sound 
field at a given frequency was produced 
in one room and the average pressures 
throughout each room were measured. 
It could be shown that the sound-reduc- 
tion factor was then given by the ratio 
of the average intensities throughout each 
room, plus a correction factor. The cor- 
rection factor corrected for the effect of 
the area of the panel (if, for example, the 
panel area were doubled, thus allowing 
twice as much sound energy to enter the 
second room, the correction factor would 
allow for this) and for the effect of the 


absorption in the second room (if the ab- 

sorption were doubled, thus halving the 

energy density in the second room, the 

— factor would again allow for 
is). 

The - insulation was always measured 
over the frequency range of 100 cycles 
per second to 3,200 cycles per second 
at third octave intervals. 

Continuing, Mr. Parkin said that the 
theory of sound insulation was at pre- 
sent inadequate, but a _ considerable 
amount of work was being done, notably 
in America by Dr. Beranek, and in Ger- 
many by Professor Meyer and his team, 
and by Dr. Fleming at the N.P.L. It 
was quite possible that in one or two 
years’ time we should have a theory 
capable of explaining the complicated 
nature of sound transmission. However, 
we knew from measurements that the 
single solid partition nearly always fol- 
lowed the so-called mass relation. 

In houses and flats conditions were 
rather different from those in the 
laboratory. 


Some Practical Results. 

Coming to some practical results ob- 
tained from field measurements of sound 
insulation, Mr. Parkin said that one of 
the first was that when the various types 
of non-traditional houses were proposed 
the Building Research Station, in col- 
laboration with the N.P.L., was able to 
ensure that a reasonable standard of 
sound insulation was incorporated. Dur- 
ing the past 18 months the field work had 
been considerably extended and many 
measurements had been made in flats 
and houses of the most common type of 
construction. 

It was not possible to translate labora- 
tory results straight into the field. 
Although laboratory results were a good 
guide as to what insulation might be ex- 
pected, the conditions in the field were 
rather different. The “edge conditions ” 
of walls, for instance, were often very 
different from the “edge conditions” of 
the test specimens in the laboratory. The 











Insulation Construction. iy, 
Decibels (Detached house with windows closed.) seenaaen 
65 
64 
63 
4-leaf concrete wall 
4 Loud radio inaudible in next room. 
58 
57 
56 24-in. solid stone wall Loud radio just audible. 
- 11-in. cavity brick wall Normal ot inaudible. 
53 
52 
51 
50 9-in. brick wall: also 11-in. by 3-in. wood-jcist floor,| Norma Iradio j i 
6-in. sealed pugging, thick lath and plaster ceiling. vietahniaas 
49 5-in. concrete floor + floating raft or + ‘* suspended 
ceiling.” 
48 
4 6-in. solid concrete wall 
45 5-in. concrete floor: also 44-in. brick wall Loud speech just intelligib! 
44 Joist floor, pugging, floating raft, plaster ceiling Siciody Semanieana — 
= Joist floor, pugging, lath and plaster ceiling 
> Joist floor, pugging, plaster ceiling 
: . Normal s just i igi 
= Joist floor, floating raft, plaster ceiling hasnt eta 
37 
36 Joist floor, lath and plaster ceiling 
+ Normal speegh intelligible. 
=. Joist floor, plaster ceiling 
31 
30 Joist floor, bdard ceiling Equivalent to quiet radio in same room. 
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areas of walls and floors were nearly 
always greater, and flanking transmission, 
i.e., transmission by paths other than the 
wall or floor itself, was often important 
in the field, whereas in the laboratory 
flanking transmission was negligible. 

Secondly, a cavity form of construc- 
tion increased the average insulation 
above what was to be expected from the 
mass law, but the increase in insulation 
was mainly at the higher frequencies. 

Showing a slide of the insulation of a 
9-inch solid brick wall as comnared with 
that of an 11-inch cavity brick wall, Mr. 
Parkin pointed out that the average insu- 
lations were equivalent to 50 decibels for 
the solid wall and 55 decibels for the 
cavity wall. In spite of the fact that the 
transmission at the low frequencies of the 
11-inch cavity wall was as great as that of 
the 9-inch solid wall, the cavity wall was 
the full 5 decibels more effective against 
music and speech. 

The accompanying table was then 
shown, giving the order of insulation 
between adjacent living rooms with all 
windows shut, in the most common forms 
of building construction for both walls 
and fioors. : 

Commenting on the table, Mr. Parkin 
said that at the top we saw that the con- 
struction with the highest insulation yet 
measured in normal houses or flats was 
the four-leaf concrete party wall of a 
non-traditional semi-detached house. 
The insulation was 62 decibels and at this 
level of insulation the loudest radio was 
inaudible in the next house. The dis- 
tinction between audibility and intelligi- 
bility should be emphasised; when speech 
or music could not be heard at all it 
was, of course, referred to as inaudible. 
If speech could be heard and some words 
understood but the general sense of the 
conversation not followed, it was 
audible, but not intelligible. 


The next construction was a party wall 
of 2 ft. of solid stone in tenements in 
Edinburgh. The insulation was 56 deci- 
bels, very nearly the same as the 55 deci- 
bels of the 11-inch cavity brick wall with- 
out wall ties or butterfly ties. At these 
levels of insulation a loud radio was just 
audible, but a normal radio was inaudible 
(the loudness at which people play their 
radios had been measured by Somerville 
and Brownlees and he was using their 
results to define a normal radio). This 
insulation of 55 decibels was the standard 
recommended as the desirable insulation 
between living rooms. 


A 9-inch brick wall had an insulation 
of 50 decibels, as had also a wood joist 
floor construction found in many Scot- 
tish tenements. This type of floor, com- 
monly built more than 100 years ago, 
had 11-in. by 3-in. wood joist floor- 
boards, 6 inches of ash pugging carried 
on boards between the joists and also 
with another plaster layer above the pug- 
ging and a thick lath and plaster ceiling. 


Mr. Parkin then played through the 
loud speakers in the hall the B.B.C. Light 
Programme (light music was on at that 
moment) as it would sound after coming 
through a wall or floor with 50 decibels 
insulation. As he suggested before the 
music was switched on, it sounded very 
quiet and, in fact, the accompanying table 
described it as only “just audible.” 
The important thing to have in-mind in 
listening to this and other demonstrations 
which he put on was (said Mr. Parkin) 
that the listener should imagine he 
was at home trying, say, to work or sleep 
and that the music they could hear was 
coming from next door, and that there 
was nothing one could do to stop it. 

Continuing his comments on the table 
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Mr. Parkin said the floating raft floor 
mentioned in connection with the insula- 
tion of 49 decibels consisted of either a 
concrete screed, 14 to 2 inches thick, or 
wood floorboards on battens which rested 
on a layer of resilient material, usually 
glass wool. He drew attention to the 
series of joist floors which gave steadily 
decreasing insulation as one useful feat- 
ure after another was omitted. The joist 
floors where no attempt had been made 
at sound insulation were down in the 30 
decibel class. 

With the party walls of non-traditional 
houses (if there had been no Burt Com- 
mittee) insulation of only 28 decibels was 
recorded, although the minimum thick- 
ness of party wall was 6 inches of con- 
crete. The very low value of insulation 
was due to many air leaks in the con- 
struction. 

All these results referred to living 
rooms with the windows closed. The 
insulation was, of course, less if the win- 
dows were open, but it appeared that 
people were not annoyed so much by 
noise coming in through their windows as 
by noise coming through the walls or 

oor. 


Deterioration. 


It was interesting te note the. deteriora- 
tion with time that had occurred in the 
insulation of joist floors. A hundred 
years ago the construction of a joist floor 
was elaborate and they had an insulation 
of 50 decibels. In fact, this method of 
sound-insulating joist floors went back a 
few centuries; Wren used it in Hampton 
Court Palace. But, coming to the pre- 
sent day, untreated joist floors with only 
33 to 30 decibels were common. It was 
impossible to get exact figures of post- 
war construction, but at a very rough 
guess he would say that 50 per cent. 
of post-war flats and flatted houses had 
untreated joist floors. 

The highest insulation of a modern 
joist floor that the B.R.S..had measured 
was 44 decibels. This was much better 
than an untreated floor but was still no- 
where. near good enough for comfort- 
able living conditions. At the present 
time the N.P.L. and the B.R.S. were 
working on this problem and this was the 
only important class of wall or floor 
where the field results were seriously 
different from the laboratory results. At 
the moment they did not know where 
the discrepancy arose. 

Turning to impact sound insulation, 
Mr. Parkin said there was no serious 
practical problem remaining here, in that 


Furrer in Switzerland had investigated 
the effectiveness and durability of various 
materials for insulating against impact 
sounds and found that glass wool was one 
of the most suitable. Floating floor con- 
structions using glass wool were now be- 
coming fairly common. For impact 
sound, as for airborne sound, the 
untreated wood joist floor was the worst 
offender. 

Cases of where it was required to 
insulate a particular room from a far- 
ticular noise were fairly easy to deal 
with. The noise levels could be measured 
and it was usually possible to estimate 
the permissible noise levels in the receiv- 
ing room. From these figures we could 
decide what insulation was necessary. 


Street Traffic Noises. 


In these cases the sound was not always 
reverberant. Obviously, in cases where 
insulation against external noise was 
required, the outside noise was in no 
way reverberant. The problem must then 
be approached in a slightly different way. 
If we wanted to insulate a concert hall 
against street traffic noises the first ster 
was to analyse these noises. The second 
step was to determine the maximum per- 
missible noise levels in the concert hall. 
In the Usher Hall, Edinburgh, the back- 
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ground noise during a concert was 
measured between very quiet passages 
of a symphony. 


There were two distinct ways that the 
traffic noises could be heard in the concert 
hall. The first was when the listener was 
close to the inner surface of a wall and 
heard the direct sound radiated from the 
wall. The second way. was for the 
listener to be anywhere in the hall and 
hear the total reverberant sound produced 
by the sound radiated from all of the 
wall or roof areas. In the first case the 
insulation could be taken as the actual 
measured value for the particular wall; 
in the second case, it was fessible to 
make some approximate calculations of 
the effective insulation of the whole hall. 
If we assumed that the distribution of 
the sound pressure levels about the hall 
would be as if the hall were a cube of 
dimensions largely relative to the wave 
length, we knew that the sound pressures 
on the wall facing the railway would be 
six decibels greater than the free field 
pressures and we knew that the pressures 
on the roof and the end walls would be 
the same as the free field pressures.) From 
this the insulation of the various parts 
of the construction could be calculated. 
For example, it was usuaily possible for 
the roof to have rather less insulation 
than the walls and also for the walls 
away from the traffic to have tess 
insulation. 


Referring to factory noises, Mr. Parkin 
said that if we had a noise of constant 
power the sound intensity in a room was 
inversely proportional to the amount of 
sound absorption in the room. Thus, 
doubling the amount of absorption would 
reduce the sound intensity by three deci- 
bels. By increasing the absorption in the 
source room and reducing the noise 
intensity there, the noise levei in the 
receiving room was reduced by the same 
amount. But this decrease was usually 
small compared with the decrease to be 
obtained by sound insulation. 


After playing a recording of the noise 
in the main factory area of a certain 
establishment (and stating that it could 
not be replayed in that hall as loud as 
it actually was), Mr. Parkin remarked that 
to double the amount of absorption in 
the factory area and reduce the noise 
by three decibels would have cost 
£100,000 in a factory of that size. And 





Modern joist floor (44db). 
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this noise was after going through an 
11-inch cavity brick wall. 

One noise source against which it was 
difficult to insulate was ground vibration. 
He did not know what could be done in 
such cases. Obviously, the physical solu- 
tion of putting the whole building, or 
even the hall itself, in a resilient mounting 
would not commend itself to the archi- 
tect, although this had been tried in one 
or two cases, but not, as far as he knew, 
in this country. 


Discussion. 

In the discussion, Dr. N. FLEMING 
(N.P.L.) said that tests were carried out 
a few years ago in which on the ground 
floor between two houses was a party 
wall consisting of two 9-inch brick walls 
with a 3 ft. 6 in. air gap between them 
(this was the space: between the two 
houses). On the first floor, the party wall 
was an 11-inch brick cavity wall. The 
sound pressure level difference between 
one room and the other was 56 decibels 
for the 11-inch cavity walls on the ground 
floor and 54 decibels on the first floor. 
It looked as if for ordinary constructions 
a sound insulation of the order of 55 de- 
cibels was all that one was likely to get, 
unless particular care was taken with 
the flanking transmission. With diagrams 
and formule chalked on the blackboard, 
he sought to show that in certain circum- 
stances different results were obtained 
from different materials of the same 
thickness and that to double the thick- 
ness did not necessarily have much 
effect on the sound insulation. 

Mr. EDWIN WILLIAMS (L.C.C.) made a 
plea for the retention of a certain amount 
of background noise in a house and in 
places where we worked, although he 
thought some noises, such as a baby cry- 
ing and someone snoring, could Be objec- 
tionable and that architects should be 
able to advise on the right type and thick- 
nesses of materials to keep such noises 
out! 

With regard to the suggested floating 
floor with glass wool laid on the joists, 
Dr. A. J. KinG (Metropolitan-Vickers) 
thought the glass wool would have 2 
thin time of it, as the loading would be 
quite high. Glass wool, as he had found 
after tests, would stand 2 pressure of 
only 1 Ib. per square inch. Where the 
floor was resting on a comparatively nar- 


row strip, the load would be rather more 
than that. 

Replying to the discussion, MR. PARKIN 
said that the B.B.C. sound level for what 
they termed “loud music” was 75 deci- 
bels. He did not think that was very 
loud. Dealing with a point made by 
Dr. Erwin Meyer (G6ttingen University), 
who was present, he said that if you 
could make Your construction as light 
as possible and then pour your insula- 
tion in in the form of sand, it was all 
to the good. At the B.R.S. they thought 
glass wool was effective. A floor con- 
taining glass silk which was used for pre- 
war tests was used during the war by 
the Registry for files and was loaded up 
to an enormous figure of Ib./sq. in. After 
the war it was measured and found to 
give exactly the same results for impact 
noise. This point had been borne out 
by results achieved in Switzerland. 
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CHELSEA HOUSING 


Proposal to Place Responsibility for 
Design under Borough Engineer 


A PROPOSAL by the Staff and 
General Purposes Committee of the 
Chelsea Borough Council, if carried, will 
mean that responsibility for the design 
and supervision of future work on hous- 
ing schemes in the Borough at present 
under the charge of private architects, 
will be vested in the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor. The Committee further 
recommend that Mr. H. Pearce, 
L.R.LB.A., M.Inst.R.A., architectural 
and town planning assistant, be redesig- 
nated Chief Architectural and Town 
Planning Assistant, and made responsible 
to the Borough Engineer and Surveyor 
for the control of the architectural staff 
of the Borough Engineer’s Department, 
at a salary of £760 per annum plus Lon- 
don “ weighting.” 

The Committee’s report runs :—‘ We 
are informed that if the Hortensia-road, 
Lucan-place, and Elm Park-gardens hous- 
ing schemes, which are to be undertaken 
during the,next five years, are planned 
and directed by the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor, among other advantages 
accruing to the Council will be a con- 
siderable saving on architects’ fees, to- 
gether with a stepping-up of the time 
taken in the preparation and approval of 
plans. In sddiee. the Council will be 
able more easily to express its wishes and 
opinions on proposed designs in all their 
various stages. The Housing Committee 
have expressed confidence that the 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, with the 
necessary technical assistance, can, and 
will, design flats which will conform with 
the high standard of design and amenity 
aimed at by the Council and which at 
the same time will give every satisfac- 
tion to the occupiers and ratepayers of 
Chelsea. 

“If the foregoing proposals are adop- 
ted, the total extra salaries bill will 
amount to approximately £1,900 per 
annum when the staff have reached the 
maximum salaries in their appropriate 
grades, but we are informed that this 
figure is some £2,600 less than the aver- 
age annual cost during the next five years 


_ which would be incurred if the work were 


Major W. H. Robinson, F.R.I.B.A. 

We record with regret the recent death 
at his Winchester home of Major Wilfrid 
Harold Robinson, F.R.I.B.A., at the age 
of 74. In 1904 he joined the staff of 
the Kent County Council as a surveyor 
under the Director of Education. Later 
he became Education Architect for the 
county, and in 1929 was appointed 
County Architect. Among the buildings 
which he designed were Maidstone Gram- 
mar School for Boys and the Astor- 
avenue School for Boys, Dover. On 
several occasions his designs for schools 
have been on view at the Royal Academy. 

Mr. Robinson was a former chairman 
of the Tunbridge Wells Chapter of the 
South Eastern Society of Architects. 


John Tonner, L.R.I.B.A. 

With regret we announce the death on 
March 9 of Mr. John Tonner at his 
home in Greenock. Elected a Licentiate 
of the R.I.B.A. in 1945, he was a partner 
in the firm of Stewart Tough and 
Alexander, architects. 


An Engineer’s Estate. 
Mr. P. J. Waldram, F.R.1LC.S., of 
Edgware, civil engineer, left £14,206. 


done by architects paid in accordance 
with R.IB.A. scales. The additional 
cost in salaries during the next financial 
year, however, is estimated to be £1,750. 
We are, therefore, in favour of the 
development of the foregoing housing 
schemes under the direct supervision of 
the Borough Engineer and Surveyor, 
rather than by the employment of pri- 
vate architects. - 

“We consider that Mr. H. E. Pearce, 
L.R.I.B.A., _M.Inst.R.A. (Architectural 
and Town Planning Assistant) should be- 
come responsible to the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor for the control of 
the architectural staff of the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor’s Department, 
and that he should be granted an 
increase in salary in consideration of the 
additional responsibilities which will de- 
volve upon him. We also consider that 
three other architectural assistants should 
be engaged immediately.” 

The proposal was to come before the 
Council on Wednesday evening. 


An Architect’s Estate. 


Mr. THOMAS HaroLtD_ HUGHES, 
F.R.LB.A., of 30, Royal Circus, Edin- 
burgh, and 14, Gray’s Inn-square, London, 
left personal estate in England and 
Scotland valued at £8,292. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Carlton House-terrace 


On March 13 SiR HERBERT WILLIAMS 
asked the Minister of Works how many 
houses in Carlton House-terrace were in 
occupation of His Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. STOKES said the departments con- 
cerned were the Foreign Office, the 
Ministry of National Insurance and the 
Ministry of Works, but the intention was 
to build a Foreign Office there in due 
course. 

Cot. GomMe-Duncan asked if this 
meant that this beautiful terrace was to 
be pulled down and a new terrace built? 

Mr. STOKES.—No; the Nash facade is 
to be maintained, but it is going to be 
reconstructed behind as soon as circum- 
stances permit. 

Whitehall Buildings. 

_Mr. KEELING asked the Minister of 
Works whether he would take advantage 
of the opportunity presented by the new 
Government building in  Whitehall- 
gardens to instal a central plant for heat- 
ing all Government offices in Whitehall 
smokelessly? 

Mr. STOKES said this was being done. 
The boiler house and equipment had been 
designed to heat all the Government 
buildings in Whitehall, which would be 
linked to the system by stages. 

On March 13 Mr. Parker asked the 

Minister of Works what steps he pro- 
posed to take to repair and wash down 
the facade of the Treasury and other 
Government buildings in Whitehall and 
Parliament-street in preparation for the 
Exhibition of 1951. 
_ In reply to Mr. Parker, Mr. Stokes said 
it was proposed to wash down the 
National Gallery, to carry out repairs to 
the Horse Guards building and Dover 
House, and to carry out certain other 
repairs and repainting in Whitehall. The 
final repairs to the Treasury facade would 
have to wait a little longer. 


Working Party Report. 


Mr. STOKES, replying on March 13 to 
a question by Mr. Marples as to when he 
proposed to publish the building industry 
Working Party report, said: Very shortly. 


Hotel Repairs. 


Mr. I. Orr-EwiInG asked the Minister 
of Works whether, in view of the dollar- 
earning importance of hotels and their 
other services to the community, he 
would increase from £100 to £500 per 
annum the amount which could be spent 
on their repair or improvement without 
licence? 

Mr. STOKES said that the maximum free 
allowance for licensed work, of £500 per 
annum, applied only to industrial and 
agricultural buildings. It would not be 
desirable in present circumstances to give 
hotels this higher allowance, but essential 
maintenance and repair up to a reasonable 
standard would continue to be allowed. 
As regards improvements, instructions had 
been given to ensure special attention for 
hotels catering for foreign visitors. 
[March 13.] 


Sale of Local Authority Houses. 


Mr. BEvAN, replying on March 16 to 
Lt. Comm. Gurney Braithwaite and 
Brigadier Medlicott, said that local autho- 
tities already had power with his consent 
to sell municipal houses. Since 1945 it 
had been the policy of the Government 
not fo give such consent since it would 
reduce the number of houses available for 
letting to those whose needs were greatest 
at rents which they could afford to pay. 
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Building Renvair Staff. 


MR. VANE asked the Minister of Works 
what was the policy of his department 
towards providing building repair staff 
for the maintenance of temporary hous- 
ing estates owned or managed by other 
departments; and whether the manage- 
ment staff on such estates were free to 
ask for competitive tenders from contrac- 
tors or were bound in all cases to 
employ his repair staff without any esti- 
mates of the cost being given. 

Mr. STOKEs said that the policy of his 
Department, when invited by another 
Department to maintain its housing 
estates, whether temporary or otherwise, 
was to employ either Ministry of Works 
depot labour, a maintenance contractor 
appointed in competition, or to invite 
competitive tenders, according to the type 
of work involved and the location of the 
estate. It was not the practice to dele- 
gate to an estate manager authority either 
to negotiate contracts for maintenance, or 
to employ labour to do maintenance 


work, [March 20.] 
R.I1.B.A. 
Council Minutes 
FFOLLOWING are notes from the 
minuteq of the R.I.B.A. Council 


meeting held on March 7:— 


Appointments.—{a) R.I.B.A. Architec- 
ture Bronze Medal: the Nottingham. 
Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society: R.I.B.A. representative on jury 
—Mr. F. Leslie Halliday (F.), president 
of the Manchester Society of Architects. 
(b) Research Group on Internal Plumb- 
ing convened by the Institution of Water 
Engineers—R.I.B.A. representatives—Mr. 
Richard Henniker (F.) and Mr. Denzil 
Nield (A.). (c) Working Party preparing 
for International Conference on Build- 
ing Research, 1951—R.1.B.A. represen- 
tative—Mr. R. N. Wakelin (A.), to be 
the sole R.I.B.A. representative, leaving: 
Mr. Alister MacDonald (F.) to act as 
independent chairman of the Working 
Party. 

The Honorary Fellowship.—The sec- 
retary reported that the Viscount Esher, 

-B.E. (Hon.A.). had >ccevted the 
Council’s nomination for election to the 
Honorary Fellowship. 


The Honorary  Associateship.—The 
secretary reported that Mr. Hugh Mont- 
gomery had accepted the Council’s 
nomination for election to the Honorary 
Associateship. 


R.I.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning.— 
The Council approved the award of the 
R.I.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning to 
Messrs. Brian W. Ball (A). David ¥. 
Graham-Cumming (A.). Clive R. W. 
Peake (A.), Paul H. G. Rexilius (A.) and 
Roy D. Thornley (A.). 

Dundee Institute of Architects: Revi- 
sion of Rules—The Covncil anvroved 
a revision of the rules of the Dundee 
Institute of Architects in accordance with 
the provisions of Bye-law 71. 

Scale of Professional Charges: Com- 
putation of Fees on “ Quantum Meruit.” 
—The attention of the Council was 
drawn by the Practice Committee to a 
judgment recently given by Mr. Justice 
Birkett in the High Court concerning 
a claim for professional fees _ under 
Clause 2(e) in respect of an abandoned 
project. 

In consequence of this judgment the 
Council approved the addition of the 
following wording to Clause 2(e) (i) of 
the Scale of Professional Charges: 
“Attention is drawn to the fact that 
it is impracticable to assess fees on the 
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basis of quantum meruit solely in rela- 
tion to the time occupied. Such relevant 
factors as the character of the project, 
the intricacy of the work and the pro- 
fessional experience and standing of the 
architect should be taken into considera- 


tion.” 
Membership 


AT a meeting of the R.I.B.A. on 
March 7 the following members 
were elected :— 

As Honorary Fellow (1).—Sir G. F. Kelly, 
President, Royal Academy (London). 

As Fellows (7).—Major J. Darbyshire (A. 1933) 
(Nottingham); B. A. Hebeler, M.A. 
1534) (London); C. M. 
J. Melvin, A.A.Dip. (A. ( . 
Oakes, M.B.E, (A. 1991), (Nottingham); F. H. 
Risdon (A.-1936) (Beckenham, Kent); G@. W. 
Robertson (A. 1928) (Glasgow). 

As Associates (64).—H. W. R. Allan, D.A. 
(Dundee); W. WD. Baker, Dip.Arch. ex nab 
J. G, Barton, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); 
J. Beck, Dip.Arch. (Dist.) (Newcastle upon- 
Tyne 4); S. de C. Bennett (Univ. of London); - 
P. G. Beresford (Birmingham). 

E. D. H. Clare, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Pely.); 
A. M. (Mrs.) Clark (A.A., London); P. A. Clarke 
(Final) (London); J. 8. Cocker (A.A., Lo 
D. Cole (A.A., London); a Oy 
Poly., Regent-street); M. L. Craven (A.A., Lon- 
don), P, N. Crisp (Northern Poly., London). 

M. K. Dunn, Dip.Arch. (Dist.) (Liverpool) ; 
A. G. East (Leeds); D. M. (Miss) Evans (Leeds); 
J. H. Finch (Final) (Chelmsford); G._M. er, 
Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); J. \ 
(Final) (London); G. Graham, Dip.Arch. (Not- 
tingham); T. A. Greeves, B.A. (Arch.) (A.A., 
London); J. E. Griffiths, Dip.Arch. (Cardiff). 

K. Hare (Newcastle-upon-Tyne); I. C. Hill, 
Dip.Arch. (Birmingham); J. G. Hill (The Poly., 
Regent-st., London); J. P. Hiner, A.A. Dip. 
(A.A., pee 1 Hobart, WDip-Arch. 
(Regent-street Poly.). : 

4 Jones, B.Arch. (Liverpool); D. V. Ken- 
nett, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); B. D. 
Kovalevsky, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); 
J. K. Large (Nottingham); B. H. Lingard 
(Final) (Cheadle ‘Hulme, Cheshire); B. (Miss) 
Lloyd, B.Arch. (Liverpool). ; . 

A. D. Macintyre, B.Arch. (Liverpool); J. FP. 
McLean, Dip.Avch. (Regent-street Poiy.); W. H. 
Maddison, ‘B.Arch. (Hons.) (Dunelm); R. M. 
Maitland, A.A-Dip. “(A.A., London): R. EB. Man- 


waring (Final) (Kingston-on-Thames); R. M. 
Maxwell, B.Arch. (Hons.) (Liverpool); | T- 
Mitchell, D.A. (Dundee); Valerie M. Mollin, 
Dip.Arch. (Cardiff); A. Morgan, Dip.Arch. 


(Regent-street Poly.). 
Pt. Ospaiak, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); 


J. R. Reid (Regent-street Poly., London) ; 
A. K. H. Richards, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street 
Poly.); A. Roberts, B.Arch. (Wales), W. RB. 


Samson (Final) (Arbroath, Angus); A. W. J. 
Seeley, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.) ; Miss 
Vera W. Shackleton (A.A., London); F. E. 
Sherratt, B.Arch. (Liverpool); C. I. M. Shewring 
(The Poly., Regent-street, London); M. V. S. 
Smith (Northern Poly., London); A. M. (Mrs.) 
Smithson, Dip.Arch. (Dist.) (Dunelm); P. H. 
Steinberg (Northern Poly., London); A. J. 
Stevens, Dip.Arch. (Regent-street Poly.); J. A. 
Stewart (Special Final) (Cheam). me 

G. E. Thorne (Final) (London) ; Miss Patricia 


A. Townsend, B.Arch. (Wales); R. Volhard, 
Dip.Arch. haat seeee Poly.); Miss Patricia 
A. Walton, Dip.Arch. (Dist.) (Regent-street 


Poly.); J. Warner (Nottingham School of Archi- 
tecture) (Pleasley); L. P. Worby (Final) 
(Enfield); R. J. O. Wright, D.A. (Edinburgh). 

As Licentiates (7).—J. D. Colchester (Ruislip); 
W. H. C. Dawkes (Pontypool); T. Dixon (Chat- 
ham); S. H. E. Mansbridge (Newport, I.o-W.); 
R. J. Parker (London); T. Smith (London); 
H. L, Williamson (Birmingham). 

Overseas: As Fellow (1).—H. C. Upton 
(A. 1935) (Malaya and Seaford, Sussex). 

As Associates (30).—M. B. Achwal (Final) 
(Kalyan, India); J. A. Beard, B.Arch. (N.Z.); 
N. J. Bhada (Special Final) (Bombay); J. W. 
Biggar (Umtali, 8. Rhodesia): A. R. Castiglione 
(Special Final) (Baghdad); J. G. Cheyne (Cape 
Town); R. K. Chokshi (Final) (Bombay); L. T. 
Faure, B.Arch. (Cape) (Durban): M. G. Gupte 
(Final) (Fort, Bombay): M. B. Hartley (Trans- 
vaal. §. Africa); R. G. Hilliary (Auckland, N.Z.); 
C. P. Hoadley (Auckland, N.Z.). 

S. T._Kakajiwala (Final) (Bombay); M. G. 
Kahn, B.A. (Madras); K. A. Kirtikar (Final) 
(Calcutta); Charlotte (Miss) Klempman, B.Arch. 
(Rand) (Johannesburg); Ray (Miss) Levinsohn, 
B.Arch, (Rand) (Johannesburg); C. L. Lochner 
(Cape Province, S. Africa); J. S. Narwekar 
(Final) (Bombay); D. 8. Orr (Wellington, N.Z.); 
R. G. Pundtik (Final) (Bombay); C. D. Sharma 
(Final) (Delhi); J. M..Shunn (Johannesburg). 

E. Taylor (Final) (Singapore); E. B. Thomp- 
son, B.Arch.: (Christchurch, N.Z.); R. A. Thorpe 
(Auckland, N.Z.); L. N. G. P. Tiwari (Final) 
(Inbbulpore, C.P., India); D. P. Tomlin, B.Arch. 
(Cape Town); F. J, P. Toni (Brisbane, Aus- 
tralia); P. L. Vautier (Auckland, N.Z.)._ 

As Licentiate (1).—J. R. Turner (Nairobi). 
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THE BUILDER 


PRESENT-DAY BUILDING PROBLEMS 
L.M.B.A. President, on the Need to Reduce Costs 


SEVERAL of the more important build- 
ing issues of the day were déalt with 
by Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., President 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, when he addressed a Press confer- 
ence at the Association’s headquarters, 
47, Bedford-square, on March 17. 

Mr. Costain, in the course of some pre- 
liminary remarks, said it was not generally 
appreciated that the building industry, for 
the first time in its history, was under 
control from the Government—a greater 
degree of control than even some of the 
nationalised industries. “ We can hardly 
do anything without Government appro- 
val,” he said. ‘“‘ Whether that is right or 
wrong I do not know, but it does mean 
that we have to adopt a different approach 
and a different technique in our work. I 
think we are doing this reasonably suc- 
cessfully, but we could do better if we 
did not have so much control. 

“‘The most important thing we have to 
do to-day is reduce costs. They are still 
climbing and are still higher than they 
were at the end of the war.” 

Mr. Costain compared the trend of 
building costs since 1945 with that in the 
years immediately following the 1914-18 
war, and pointed out that in 1922 buiiding 
costs dropped considerably and continued 
to drop right until 1939. But now, five 
years after the second world war, costs 
were showing no indication of falling. 
In fact, the cost of a 1,000 sq. ft. house 
in the London area—when its share of 
overheads was taken into account—was 
to-day in the region of £2,000. 

“The plain truth has to be faced,” he 
said. ‘Costs came down after the first 
world war because building became un- 
economical, while output increased be- 
cause of the fear of the sack. Now, how- 
ever, we have a policy of full employment, 
and we have to look to other means 
whereby costs may be reduced. The 
Council of the L.M.B.A. has given very 
careful consideration to the problem, and 
has discussed such matters as mechanisa- 
tion, training within the industry, incen- 
tives and prefabrication. But all these 
things are long-term policies, and they 
cannot make costs drop so quickly as they 
did at the end of the first world war.” 


The Operatives’ Contribution. 

The President went on to indicate some 
of the ways in which immediate action 
could be taken to bring building costs 
down, and said: “Labour now owe a 
new duty to the country, in so far as they 
have to give more readily than they are 
giving at the moment; I am not suggest- 
ing that the blame for high costs is entirely 
with the operatives, but there is required 
a new understanding of the problem, and 
‘we must make every effort we can. In- 
centives have, without question, reduced 
costs considerably, but we must apply 
them on a far wider scale than we have 
hitherto. It is no good paying just 6d. 
or is. more—that amounts to nothing 
more than a plus rate, and does not 
achieve any real progress. The intelligent 
use of incentives means paying according 
to a proper basis which gives a man a fair 
reward for his efforts.” 

In the course of some questions it was 
pointed out to Mr. Costain that the reduc- 
tion in costs in 1922 coincided with the 
ee. removal of the housing subsidy. 

id he think that the removal of the hous- 
ing subsidy would make any difference in 
costs today? The President said he did 
not think it would make very much dif- 
ference, provided the cost of labour did 


not go up. Assuming labour output then 
and now to be equal, the £400 1930 house 
would cost today about £800—because 
wages were twice as much. 

Answering another question relating to 
incentives, Mr. Costain said that one of 
the troubles of incentives was the diffi- 
culty of applying them to the many opera- 
tions involved in construction work—par- 
ticularly to that branch of work that was 
going on in large volume in London and 
other war-damaged areas—the alteration 
of old. buildings and turning them into 
new dwellings.. He had already pointed 
out that it was no good just paying 6d. 
more. Many builders said it was im- 
possible to apply incentives to mainte- 
nance work. “I frankly do not accept 
that,” said Mr. Costain. “My own mem- 
bers will shoot me down jin flames for 
saying that, but I stand by it.” 


Fixing a Datum. 

Another questioner raised a point re- 
garding the difficulty of fixing a generally 
acceptable datum for the application of 
incentives, and stated that, so far as 
bricklaying was concerned, 40 bricks an 
hour had been mentioned as a reasonable 
figure. What did Mr. Costain feel about 
that? 

“T consider that 40 bricks an hour is 
too low a figure. I think that 60 bricks 
an hour is a better basis from which to 
start,” replied the President. “.But you 
must realise that bricklaying work does 
vary considerably and due allowance 
must be made for angles and corner work 
in which the hourly laying rate falls 
considerably. Nevertheless, the rate of 
laying is below that before the war.” 

Asked about the present position re- 
garding the provision of welfare facili- 
ties in the building industry, Mr. Costain 
said he thought this aspect of the industry 
had come to stay, but everybody had to 
face up to the fact that it was going to 
cost money. Before the war the building 
operative worked sey hard, without a 
great deal in the way of welfare amenities, 
and it was not going to be easy to get 
back to that same rate of output to-day, 
let alone make up the extra cost of wel- 
fare facilities. What was hoped was that 
good welfare would help good output to 
return again; but it would cost money. 

Another questioner s that a Min- 
istry of Health report on prefabrication 
showed that the greater the time nt in 
prefabricating in the factory and the less 
time spent in erection on the site, the 
greater the cost of the house. Mr. Cos- 
tain agreed that this was so, and added 
that although much theught and effort 
were being expended on trying to arrive 
at a more economic system of prefabrica- 
tion, se far the industry had no better 
<<: gee article than the common 

rick. 

“What is the attitude of the unions 
towards increased mechanisation? ” asked 
a Press representative. 

“T find,” responded Mr. Costain, “ that 
they are co-operating in every possible 
way to reduce costs through mechanisa- 
tion. Certain elements among the opera- 
tives will not co-operate, but all in all we 
have had less trouble in introducing and 
adopting mechanisation in our industry 
than in any other in the country.” 

In reply to further questions, the Pre- 
sident said he was rather concerned about 
the general overall position with regard 
to timber and unless it was forthcoming 
in something like the quantities of pre- 
war days it would be very difficult indeed 
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to carry out building more cheaply. He 
considered the suggestion that licences be 
issued freely for the building of houses 
with a reduced timber quota “ most desir- 
able,” and added: “The houses would 
cost more, but it is not generally realised 
that when a person buys a new house he 
invariably releases accommodation for 
another family.” 

Commenting upon the effect of the 
1947 Town and Country Planning Act 
upon building progress, Mr. Costain said 
if anyone could think of anything more 
likely to slow down building work he 
would like to know of it. The Act had 
got to be altered. ‘Before the war I 
could buy a piece of land and get started 
on building work within six weeks. I 
suggest that six months is more like the 
period of delay today.” 

Mr. Costain concluded with some 
remarks on pre-planning for building 
work and said that builders and architects 
were well aware of the savings in time, 
and time was money, that adequate pre- 
paration could achieve. Clients were 
largely responsible for the delays that 
occurred, and it was up to them to make 
up their minds on what they wanted and 
then to leave the architect and the builder 
to get on with the job. Very often, how- 
ever, it was possible to make alterations 
to plans without difficulty, but in such 
cases it was essential that the power to 
carry out the alterations be vested in one 
responsible person, such as the architect. 


L.C.C. HAMMERSMITH 
SCHOOL 
Prize Distribution 

On March 8, at the Town Hall, 
Hammersmith, prizes were distributed to 
students engaged in further education in 
art and building at the School in Lime 
Grove, by Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A 


In his address, PROFESSOR RICHARDSON 
reminded his audience of the need for 
considering the lessons of the past in 
preparing for the future. Architectural 
development was a continuous process, 
and the student now learning to design 
could not afford to ignore the lessons 
of the classical periods, nor should those 
succeeding him leave unheeded the 
lessons of thé present time. The pursuit 
of truth was the touchstone of good 
design, and honesty of purpose and execu- 
tion was needed by all who took part 
in the great work of building. 

During his opening remarks, the chair- 
man, Mr. Henry Dowtina, referred to 
the fund which had been founded for a 
memorial to the late principal, Mr. H. 
W. Mole. As chairman of the govern- 
ors, he was glad to say that it would 
be possible to have a permanent 
memorial in the school, combined with 
the award of “ Herbert Mole Memorial” 
medals to students annually. 

Votes of thanks were moved or 
seconded by Mr. Hesketh Hubbard. 
R.B.A., Major Allan Wates. Mr. Edwin 
M. Rice (the new principal) and Mr. F. P. 
Morton. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Reductions in Some Plywood Prices. 
On March 20, prices of French and 
Spanish gaboon and French rotary cut 
African mahogany plywood were re- 
duced by about 6 per cent. by a new 
Board of Trade Order. Basic prices are 
also provided for some new descriptions 
of Russian alder and birch, Dutch 
Guiana baboen and Polish pine plywood. 
Prices (Am 


The Order—the Plywood es end- 
ment) Order, 1950 (SI. 1950 No. 350)— 
amends the P Prices (No. 2) Order, 


1949. (Stationery Office, 2d.) 
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A Housing 


At the Housing Centre on March 14, 
Proressor J. D. BERNAL gave an 
account of housing and building methods 
in Soviet Russia, based on his recent visit 
to that country. : é 

The major impression he had obtained 
from a study of Soviet building, he said, 
was the complete change of building 
method as compared with ours. When 
he was there in September building was 
in a very transitional state. Probably the 
methods he saw in use then were by now 
out of date in the Soviet Union. The 
two outstanding features he had observed 
were mechanisation and standardisation. 
Building had changed there from being a 
craft to being essentially an industry. It 
had meant a uniform rate of building in- 
dependent of weather conditions. The 
rate of building was about the same 
throughout the year, not varying more 
than about 5 per cent. between winter and 
summer. This could only be achieved by 
a discipline of building which could over- 
come the practical difficulties presented by 
the weather. : 

He had talked to people on the build- 
ing sites. They told him that when the 
weather was cold and it was snowing they 
went on to inside work, but immediately 
the snow stopped falling they brushed the 
snow Off and the outside work proceeded. 

There were four to five categories of 
housing construction in Russia, said Pro- 
fessor Bernal. Building generally was 
divided into two main categories: (1) 
Housing and small construction, such as 
offices and shops; (2) factory construction 
and similar industrial undertakings. 

The first housing category was village 
houses, which even to-day housed about 
70 per cent. of the population. The in- 
dividual house was the basis. In tack- 
ling this type of housing the Russians had 
to solve a two-fold problem—first, to get 
any kind of building done quickly; and, 
second, to see that the houses they built 
were up to the new standards. The old 
Russian village was extraordinarily stan- 
dardised. The houses were built of logs. 
To-day, however, panel construction was 
being introduced into village building and 
the stove was being replaced by a more 
economical central heating device. Plans 
were being distributed to the villages and 
bits and pieces of equipment were being 
provided which could not be made in the 
village. In this way the houses were being 
built by the villagers themselves. 


Several different types of plans were 
available. The houses were widely 
spaced on the site, with gardens between 
them. Two and a half millions of these 
houses had been built since the war. 


The next type of housing was what cor- 
responded to our suburban type of de- 
velopment. In most parts of the country 
they had adopted the solution of housing 
for the outskirts of the large cities. The 
buildings were of two to three storeys and 
were neither individual houses nor ter- 
race houses but groups in which a large 
individual building would contain apart- 
ments for eight to twenty families. These 
groups were built together in very loosely 
knit neighbourhood units. There would 
be perhaps twelve groups in each neigh- 
bourhood unit, together with schools, 
shops and usually one main road and a 
number of service roads and paths. 

The apartment was a more or less stan- 
dardised arrangement. This standardisa- 
tion appeared in everything from the level 
of the suburban development onwards. 
All the major dimensions of. the rooms 
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HOUSING AND BUILDING IN THE U.S.S.R. 


Centre Talk 


were standardised, although the layout 
was left to the architect. The two major 
dimensions standardised were 2.9 metres 
and 3.9 metres. Joists and other com- 
ponents were provided to these standard 
1engths and no others. The useful space 
available for each family (excluding pas- 
sages and stairs) was about 700 sq. ft. 
The Russians, said Professor Bernal, 
would rather have more houses of a 
smaller superficial area than fewer but 
larger houses. 

These houses were largely built of local 
materials. The Soviet Union was divided 
into several building zones, each using 
chiefly one material, such as wood, stone, 
brick, and so on. In the north, on the 
big rivers, they were building very large 
factories where they were handling timber 
in a 100 per cent. way. The trees were 
floated from the river into the factory and 
turned into complete building panel units, 
windows, doors, furniture, etc., and ad- 
joining was a chemical factory which pro- 
cessed the shavings. 

The kind of units made at these fac- 
tories were, for instance, floor units 
planked, nailed and set down so that they 
could be dropped into place on the build- 
ing site. The double window, so com- 
mon in Russia, was prefabricated and 
preglazed. One of the arguments against 
prefabrication, said Professor Bernal, 
was that you could not trust the workmen 
on the job to do it properly. He did not 
spot any broken windows amongst these 
prefabricated ones, although he supposed 
there must be some. 

Plumbing units were also prefabricated 
in three blocks. The central block con- 
tained the main pipes and drains, with 
the bedroom fittings on one side and 
the kitchen fittings on the other. The 
house plans were always arranged so that 
the central plumbing unit fitted the 
kitchen, with the same ducts and so forth. 
There were two varieties of plumbing 
unit, one for the independent house and 
including the heating unit. 

Recently in Moscow and several cities 
gas for cooking, not for heating, had 
been introduced for the first time. It 
was piped from about 600 miles away. 


Central Urban Development. 

The bigger dwelling units which were 
built in the centres of most of the big 
cities were almost standard in general 
layout. They were built in from eight 
to 14 storeys and there were no courts. 

Professor Bernal explained how these 
buildings were erected along the outside 
of island sites bounded by main streets 
and crossed by side streets which were 
carried through the dwellings. Each unit 
was a block of flats with lifts. Neighbour- 
ing areas were occupied by small houses. 
Both types of dwellings in city centres 
were built largely of brick, although in 
the stone districts some were of stone. 
The buildings were not steel-framed. 

Bricklaying was now being done by a 
mechanised process. The essential pur- 
pose was to cut out handling as much 
as possible. Large amounts of material 
were handled by crane and no Jabourer’s 
load of material was carried around at 
all. The crane delivered a half-ton pack- 
age to the workers. All the materials 
were put down on the floor and not 
on the scaffolding. In all the recent 
building in Russia there was no scaffold- 
ing at all. 

Referring to the painted stucco on the 
old type of Russian building, Professor 
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Bernal said they had come to the con- 
clusion that they could not afford the 
maintenance in that climate. In three 
years or so huge chunks tended to fall 
off. Now they were building with a 
naked brick surface. 

In the Russian building industry there 
seemed to be more women employed 
than men, said the Professor. Brick- 
layers worked in gangs of five. In two 
gangs he had noted, one consisted of 
three women and two men and the other 
of four women and one man. Of the 
five in the gang, two were bricklayers 
and three were labourers. The brick- 
layer did not have to carry the bricks 
about at all. They were laid down by 
the labourer. The bricklayer put the 
bricks down on prepared mortar and used 
a template or other check device to get 
the bricks in the right place. 

A new method of brick construction 
which was now being used in Russia 
was to lay the bricks horizontally in a 
panel, the whole unit afterwards being 
heaved up into position. With this 
system they were endeavouring to reduce 
the time of construction from _ three 
months to one month. 


Architectural Style. 

Architecture in Russia at the moment, 
said Professor Bernal, was what might be 
called local and traditional. Each city 
must evolve its own characteristic style in 
architecture. Freedom in ornamentation 
side by side with standardisation in con- 
struction was achieved by having archi- 
tects working in the factories where the 
units were prefabricated. In the factories 
very large capitals and whole pediments 
were prefabricated and were hoisted into 
position on the site. 

The last type of building which he 
had to mention was the large building 
other than for housing, such as municipal 
Offices and Government buildings. These 
buildings were given the lowest priority 
of all. The projected huge Palace of the 
Soviets, in Moscow, planned several 
years ago, was still only a large hole in 
the ground. Describing the proposed con- 
struction of a new university for 6.000 
resident students and 10,000 other 
students, the Professor said only the 
foundations and the first steelwork had 
been completed at the moment. A great 
deal of the structure would be put into 
Position by a sort of crane which was 
itself intended to form part of the build- 
ing. The arm of the crane did not 
travel up and down, but horizontally. 


M.O.W. LONDON REGIONAL 
OFFICE TO CLOSE 


THE London Regional Director of the 
Ministry of Works (Capt. C. H. Kitchin, 
R.M., Retd.) relinquishes his appoint- 
ment on March 31 next. On that date 
the London Regional Office, 2/19, 
Cornwall-terrace, Regent’s Park, N.W.1, 
ceases to function as a Regional Office. 

Regional services directly affecting the 
building and civil engineering industries 
in London, such as assistance to con- 
tractors in provision of plant and plant 
hire, and questions of building materials, 
will be handled from headquarters at 
Lambeth Bridge House. Building con- 
trols, including licensing, registration, 
Programmes and statistics, will remain at 


17, Cornwall-terrace (Tel.: Museum 
5030). 

The London Regional Building and 
Civil Engineering Joint Committee 


(renamed the London Building and Civil 
Engineering Joint Committee) will be 
under the chairmanship of a senior official 
of the Ministry at Lambeth Bridge House. 
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THE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF LONDON 
A Glimpse at the Future 


of the City of London were made 

y Mr. H. ANTHONY MEALAND, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.L.,.Planning Officer to 
the Corporation of London, when he ad- 
dressed a meeting of the Town and 
Country Planning Association on March 
15. Mr. Mealand said :— 

_ Before reading my paper I wish to make 
it quite clear that it contains no profound 
theories on the technique or practice of 
planning, nor does it contain anything 
that is new to planners. It sets out in as 
few words as possible what has already 
been accomplished in the City of Lon- 
don, and it points out the way to the 
future. I hope, however, it may contain 
something of value to planners and to all 
those engaged in the preparation and the 
administration of development plans for 
central areas 

Owing to the difficulties of interpreta- 
tion of the new Planning Act, with its 
innumerable orders and regulations; the 
advent of the development charge and the 
economic situation, many authorities 
and individuals have a pessimistic out- 
look for the future, but this is not so in 
the City. 

_The Court of Common Council, 
through its Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee, under the en- 
lightened and energetic chairmanship of 
Mr. C. Ernest Link, is determined to sce 
the City rebuilt and rehabilitated in the 
shortest possible time and is proceeding 
both by the leasing of land acquired by 
the Corporation, and also by the 
encouragement of private enterprise. I 
will show later in this paper that these 
endeavours are meeting with a large 
measure of success. — 

The City Plan. 

Before proceeding to the main subject 
of this paper, I think it will be appro- 
priate to give a short résumé of the 
proposals originally propounded for the 
reconstruction of the City by Dr. Holden 
and Professor Holford. The road pro- 
posals as outlined in the plan, vast as 
they are, appear comparatively modest 
when. compared with schemes proposed 
for certain other cities, and the greater 
part could be accomplished in this gene- 
ration if we have the will to achieve them. 

To improve the through routes in the 
City, three main roads are proposed: 
(a) The provision of an extension of the 
Embankment by means of a terraced 
road at office level, and beside it a broad 
service road to serve the riverside ware- 
houses. This follows the present route 
of Upper and Lower Thames-streets. 
(b) An intermediate ring road (route 11), 
starting at the new and enlarged Ludgate 
Circus, crossing Newgate-street and 
following the approximate line of Lon- 
don Wall to the Tower. (c) A new 
northern boundary route leaving Holborn 
at Grays Inn-road and foflowing an 
approximate line along the northern 
boundary of the City. Here again this 
road is to be elevated along the greater 
part of its length, including a fly-over at 
Liverpool-street station. (d) The principal 
north-south link underpasses Cheapside 
at St. Mary-le-Bow Church and would 
‘connect New-square with Gresham-street. 

Other improvements include _ traffic 
islands or roundabouts at Ludgate Circus, 
Holborn Circus, St. Paul’s-place, Queen 
Victoria-street, Cannon-street and the 
Bank crossing, and new traffic junctions 
at Blackfriars and London Bridgeheads. 
Gyratory systems are also to be provided 
on the new northern boundary route at 
its junction with Holborn and Grays Inn- 
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road, Aldersgate-street, Moorgate and 
Middlesex-street. The remainder of the 
proposals are principally concerned with 
widenings and the opening up of certain 
buildings and landmarks in the City. 
Perhaps the most dominating feature of 
the plan is the treatment of the area sur- 
rounding St. Paul’s Cathedral; the crea- 
tion of a precinct and the exclusion of 
through traffic from the environs of St. 
Paul’s by the construction of a new road 
to the south along the existing line of 
Carter-lane and the making of Ludgate- 
hill into a processional way to the Cathe- 
dral. Several open spaces are proposed 
to provide amenities for the City workers 
and to give finer siting to important 
churches and other buildings. Finally, 
a code for the design and layout of new 
buildings is of paramount importance. 

More open development is assured by 
the fixing of a maximum density for City 
building by way of plot ratio of 5: 1 in 
the City generally, and at 5.5: 1 in the 
area contiguous to the Bank of Eng- 
land. The total floor space proposed is 
82 million square feet as against the 85} 
millions in 1939. This would allow for a 
day population of 482,000 persons. 

The Court of Common Council duly 
accepted this report and plan in principle, 
and forwarded copies to the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, and to the 
London County Council. The Minister 
stated that he was satisfied that the plan 
was soundly conceived and would prove 
a reliable framework for the more de- 
tailed planning which must follow. The 
London County Council also expressed 
similar views. 

After July 1, 1948, the planning powers 
of the City were transferred by virtue 
of Section 4 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, to the London County 
Council, but special powers of delegation 
were made by the Minister, and although 
development is still dealt with by the 
Corporation, a large measure of co-opera- 
tion and co-ordination takes place with 
the London County Council. 

I should, at this stage, like to express 
my appreciation to the planning commit- 
tee and the technical staff of the London 
County Council for their very great help 
in solving the many difficult problems that 
confront the City. 


Development Plan. 


The preparation of the development 
plan is the function of the London 
County Council, but the Corporation has 
been informed that its plan for recon- 
struction can be used as a basis for the 
control of development. Furthermore, 
the London County Council are now con- 
sidering the question of the submission of 
the City Plan in advance of the plan for 
the whole of the County. If this could be 
done it would tend to clarify the position 
with regard to future development and 
facilitate the consideration of develop- 
ment applications. 

The City planning staff are now 
engaged on the detailed three-dimensional 
planning to a large scale of the whole 
of the City. While paying particular 
attention to the smaller scale outline plan 
prepared by the consultants, they are 
studying the problem in all its varied 
aspects—engineering services, traffic and 
civic design, and consulting with the 
London County Council and other inter- 
ested authorities with a view to reaching 
some degree of finality. 

In this connection the consultants’ pro- 
posals were to a large extent based on 
the assumption of the removal of the 
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overhead railway at Blackfriars and 
Holborn Viaduct and Cannon-street. A 
working party set up by the Transport 
Commission, however, has now submitted 
their report from which it would appear 
that the removal of Cannon-street Station 
and its approaches will not take place, 
and this will have repercussions on the 
high level road originally proposed on 
the Upper and Lower Thames-streets 
route. Similarly, the Transport Com- 
mission has said that from a railway 
operational point of view there are not 
sufficient grounds to support the pro- 
posal to remove Blackfriars and Holborn 
Viaduct railway stations, although they 
are quite agreeable to the railways being 
placed below ground provided that the 
expenditure of £40 million is largely 
borne by the planning authorities. It is 
apparent, of course, that the expenditure 
of such a sum could not be justified 
purely from a planning aspect, and it is 
more than likely that this railway wili 
therefore be retained in substantially its 
present form. In that event it is hoped 
that the present railway bridge spanning 
Ludgate-hill would be replaced by a 
modern structure of a design more in 
keeping with its surroundings, and that 
the proposals would be capable of amend- 
ment to retain the roundabout at Ludgate 
Circus. 

At this stage I would like to refer to 
reports in the Press suggesting the erec- 
tion of Temple Bar at Ludgate Circus. 
Temple Bar was originally removed to 
Theobalds Park due to its impediment 
to increasing road traffic, and the sugges- 
tion that it should be re-erected in a 
position over Ludgate-hill would be 
completely impracticable under present 
traffic conditions. It would not provide 
the maximum clearance required by the 
Ministry of Transport, nor would it be 
of adequate width. Under these circum- 
stances, therefore, Temple Bar could not 
be rebuilt over any main thoroughfare 
in the City. On the other hand, however, 
it would seem a practicable and desirable 
thing to provide a permanent site for it 
somewhere within the City: for instance, 
the precinct of the Temple itself. This 
would maintain historic associations and 
provide a fitting background. 

The Declaratory Area. 

One important proposal of the report 
was that some 272 acres of land affected 
by ‘war damage should be subject to 
compulsory acquisition in order to ensure 
that development should. take place in 
conformity with the plan. - 

On October 30, 1947, the Corporation 
took the first step towards the imple- 
mentation of the plan by passing a resolu- 
tion to forward to the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning an application for 
a Declaratory Order under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944, covering 272 
acres of the 677 acres in the City. 

Subsequently the Order was confirmed 
by the Minister in respect of approxi- 
mately 231 acres, the excluded areas 
representing only 15 per cent. of the 
original area and comprising the more 
important premises of. statutory under- 
takers, places of worship and certain 
marginal areas, the inclusion of which 
the Minister did not consider necessary 
for the purpose ‘of dealing satisfactorily 
with war damage. ) 

Although the London County Council 
are now the planning authority. one of 
the remaining major functions of ‘the 
Corporation is the comvulsory acquisition 
of land, and the Declaratory Order 
applies as though the land therein had 
been designated in a development plan. 
A report was submitted to the Court of 
Common Council on September 22, 1949, 
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setting out certain conclusions arrived at 
with regard to compulsory purchase, 
together with specific recommendations 
in relation to certain portions of the 
declaratory area. 

After careful consideration, the Cor- 
poration have come to the conclusion 
that, as a long-term policy, the land con- 
tained in the declaratory area should be 
acquired over a period of years; and 
that, after taking the land required for 
improvements, the surplus lands should 
be dealt with, either by granting of 
building leases to private developers, in 
accordance with the Town and Country 
Planning Acts, or possibly, in certain 
circumstances, by the erection of build- 
ings by the Corporation for direct letting 
at rack rents. This latter is a matter in 
relation to estate management which will 
require further consideration in the light 
of the circumstances obtaining at the 
same time of redevelopment. This general 
policy would be subject to exception in 
cases where owners were prepared to 
redevelop on conditions approved by the 
Corporation, and by the London County 
Council, as the local planning authority, 
as being satisfactory from a planning 
point of view, and on terms relating to 
compensation not less favourable to the 
Corporation than if compulsory purchase 
had taken place. 


Seven Chosen Areas. 

As a first stage, seven areas were chosen 
as land which should be acquired for 
redevelopment purposes, the total area 
of these seven sites being approximately 
46 acres. Redevelopment Unit No. 1 is 
east of St. Paul’s Cathedral; this area 
which was almost completely destroyed 
by enemy action comprises some eight 
acres in extent. The Order for the com- 
pulsory acquisition of this land was made 
by the Court of Common Council on 
September 22, 1949, and an inquiry was 
held on December 13, 1949, but up to 
the present time no decision has been 
made known. 

If the Minister does confirm the Order, 
the Corporation are anxious to proceed 
immediately with the proposal to con- 
struct a link road which would supersede 
the present St. Paul’s Churchyard, and 
it is hoped that the initial stages of this 
development would be completed in time 
for the Festival of Britain. 

In addition to the proposed link road, 
this development would provide for: (a) 
Dedication of some of the open space 
cleared by bombing, as a memorial to 
the events of 1940-45 and to the cathe- 
dral’s almost miraculous preservation 
from destruction; (b) The opening up of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral from the south and 
east: (c) Preservation of the best views 
of the cathedral and its great dome, with- 
out making an excessive demand for open 
space; (d) The leasing of considerable 
areas Of valuable land for development. 

It is suggested that the remaining six 
areas be acquired at a later stage unless 
Private enterprise can develop them under 
the conditions previously mentioned. In 
this connection, negotiations with private 
developers are already proceeding in 
respect of two of the six areas. 


Private Development. 


The Corporation have approved a num- 
ber of applications for development 
within the declaratory area on terms satis- 
factory to both the authoritv and the de- 
velopers. One new building in Walbrook, 
which has received some notice in the 
Press since excavation work has revealed 
remains of Roman London, is an example 
of such co-operation. In this case the 
citizens of London will benefit by the 
widening and straightening of Walbrook, 
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which was a narrow cleft in a solid 
phalanx of high buildings, and the de- 
veloper is able to develop the site which 
was formerly disrupted by a narrow and 
tortuous public pedestrian right of way. 
This has been effected by a suitable 
exchange of frontage land for the land 
formerly occupied by the right of way. 

In the commodity market area of Mark- 
lane and Mincing-lane extensive sites are 
being cleared and a £1 million licence has 
been granted for a large block of offices 
for which permission has been granted, 
the developers surrendering land front- 
ing the roadways for a nominal sum to 
the Corporation. 

A further example of the combined 
efforts of the Corporation and the de- 
veloper is the grant of a permission to 
develop a large area of land in Gresham- 
street, which is within the declaratory 
area and subject to considerable planning 
improvement by the straightening and 
widening of Gresham-street. In this case, 
ay 6,000 feet of frontage land 
will also be conveyed to the Corporation 
at a nominal sum, the developer erecting 
a building on the new reduced site having 
a plot ratio of no more than that which 
existed previously on the old site, so that, 
despite the improvements, there is no loss 
of floor space. 

Apart from the steps which the Cor- 
poration ‘have taken to ensure the (City’s 
proper redevelopment, many applications 
have been submitted by private enterprise, 
and the magnitude of this development 
will be appreciated when I say that already 
some 23 major schemes, varying in cost 
from £50,000 to £4,000,000, have already 
been approved, which in all involve an 
expenditure of some £124 million. In 
all cases, the development has been de- 
signed in accordance with the principles 
and code laid down by the reconstruction 
a. Due regard is given to day- 
ighting; adequate ventilation; maximum 
sheer heights; architectural design; load- 
ing and unloading provisions; the most 
up-to-date methods of heating and refuse 
collection, and wherever possible compre- 
hensive development is achieved. In no 
case has an important proposal in the 
Plan been disregarded. 
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In all. 80-100 applications are dealt , 
with monthly, and decisions are taken by , 
the Corporation in agreement with the . 
London County Council, which does, in : 
fact, crystallise the reconstruction propo- 
sals. In an area where there is so much 
concentrated development. there is all the 
more need for effecting improvements with. 
the minimum delay, and although the + 
economic circumstances are always given 
full consideration, it is not possible to; 
approve all applications. 


Purchase Notices. 


In this respect developers have not been ° 
slow in taking advantage of the provisions 
of Section 19 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, and already 83 pur- ' 
chase notices under this section have been 
served upon the: Corporation. The’ 
majority of these notices received, which’ 
have been confirmed by the Minister, are' 
within the declaratory area and affected’ 
by planning proposals. ‘In this connection 
my experience is that those properties’ 
which carry a “net total loss” classifi- 
cation under the War Damage Acts, and’ 
which therefore are acquired under the 
terms of Section 53 as notionally rein-| 
stated, form a heavy financial burden for’ 
the time being, and that furthermore, the 
converted value payment from the War 
Damage Commission which the Corpora-" 
tion has the right to receive, being based 
on the 1939 cost of making good the 
damage, is likely to: be a figure which 
operates unfavourably against them. y 

Another important matter which has 
not been overlooked is the preservation 
of buildings of historic and architectural 
interest, and although a’ provisional list 
has. been in existerice for a considerable 
time, the formal step of listing buildings ; 
has only recently been taken by the 
Minister under Section 30 of the 1947 Act.’ 
At all times it has been the duty of the’ 
Corporation, in. conjunction with the 
London County Council, to ensure that. 
the national monuments in the City and, 
their surroundings are not despoiled by 
unsuitable development. Buildings of, 
doubtful merit, however, should not be 
allowed to hold up redevelopment. 

The devastated areas of the City, sym- 
bolic of the country’s resistance to bom- 
bardment and covering approximately 
one-third of the total area of the City, 
have in themselves.a certain dignity and 
considerable amenity value, albeit of a 
temporary nature. I am firmly convinced 
that these characteristics will be lost if 
the areas are to become vast advertising 
stations until the slow process of recon- 
struction is completed. Moreover, the 
tradition of the City is one of dignity and 
decorum, and: the advent of numerous 
blatant advertisements; having no regard 
to the sites on which they are placed, and’ 
vver the subject. matter of which there is 
no co7trol, would clearly be an act of 
vandali-m, tending to reduce the great 
attraction of the City. Such action would 
tend to nullify any action the Corporation 
might wish to take under the provisions 
of the War Damaged Sites Act, 1949. ‘+ 


It has been the Corporation’s endeavour 
at all times to improve the environment’ 
of the war-damaged areas by encourag~” 
ing temporary development of a suitable 
type and by discouraging unsatisfactory‘ 
uses of the areas. Several temporary’ 
gardens have been faid ‘out ‘and lanv- 
scaping of unsightly areas is being® 
encouraged. - rae i 
Licensed Premises.: tie ‘ 

One of the less discussed subjects of 


: planning is that of licerised premises, and. 


the City is not ‘freé from_ this problem. ; 
In many réspects the distribution ‘of 


H* 
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licensed premises is unsatisfactory, and 
in the reconstruction proposals it is hoped 
that much improvement can be achieved 
by merging several licences into one con- 
venient unit, and so avoid the unsatisfac- 
tory position of having perhaps half a 
dozen licensed premises within a very 
small area. The provisions of the 
Licensing Planning~ (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Act, 1945, and subsequent amend- 
ments thereto have made it possible to 
resolve the problem, and, with the good- 
will on the part of the brewers and the 
authorities concerned, it is hoped that a 
reasonable scheme for the restoration of 
jicensed premises in the City will emerge. 

Implementation and realisation of the 
plan are severely handicapped by the exist- 
ence of controls under the Defence Regu- 
lations, and building licences have been 
withheld in the great majority of cases. 
In fact, up to the end of 1949, out of the 
£124 million involving the 23 major 
schemes previously referred to, only a 
relatively small number of the schemes 
costing some £34 million have been 
licensed. It is important to note, how- 
ever, that a calculation based on a rea- 
sonable supply of manpower and material 
has. shown that even if restrictions were 
removed the complete reconstruction of 
the City could only progress at a given 
rate, and would be likely to take approxi- 
mately 20 years. : 

This may seem a disproportionate length 
of time when compared with the time 
taken to rebuild the City after the Great 
Fire of 1666, but if must be realised that 
the damage was then ned to the 
square mile, whereas the damage during 
the late war was spread over the whole 
country, and the City,can only expect io 
receive a fair proportion of the available 
fabour and material. Moreover, apart 
from what to-day would be considered 
minor road improvements, rebuilding 
after 1666 took place much as it had 
always been as regards the sites; whereas 
it is now the intention of the Corporation 
ta effect major improvements and to con- 
trol rebuilding to give better amenity and 
better working conditions for the day- 
time population, and, above all, to create 
a. City worthy of ifs traditional position 
as the commercial and financial centre of 
the British Commonwealth. 


‘““NEED FOR MORE BUILDING 
APPRENTICES ” 


UNLEss the recruitment of indentured 
apprentices to the building industry is 
doubled in the next year or two, the 
standard and beauty of building will fall 
off considerably, although it may be 
possible to maintain the numbers of build- 
ings put up. This forecast was made 
recently by Mr. W.. SHEPHERD ALLEN, 
Midland regional director of the Ministry 
of Works, at Birmingham. 

Saying that the industry needed a 50 
per cent. increase in the number of 
apprentices, the regional controller 
added: “We want to see boys taking up 
apprenticeships in the industry so that 
the old skill will be retained. Buildings 
can be put up by semi-skilled labour, but 
the ancient skill of industry which brings 
beauty and quality to the work can only 
come from properly trained boys.” The 
greatest shortage was in the plastering and 
plumbing trades. 

Birmingham was very badly placed for 
recruiting building apprentices because of 
the counter attractions of engineering. 

To stimulate entry to the building 
trade, the Ministry of Works is to start a 
campaign in the Midlands in which the 
advantages and openings available to 
indentured apprentices in the trade will 
be pointed out to boys and their parents. 
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BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Day Conference at Wandsworth 


UNDER the chairmanship of its Presi- 

dent, Mr. F. E. Drury, O.B.E., 
M.Sc., the Building Teachers’ Confer- 
ence held a full-day meeting at the 
one Technical College on March 


The morning session was devoted to 
a discussion on “The Fourth Report of 
the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council.” The report was presented 
by Mr. J. C. Cox, O.B.E. (Secretary of 
the B.A.T.C.). In his remarks Mr. Cox 
stressed the value of secondary technical 
education for the building industry and 
urged employers to recruit their appren- 
tices whenever possible from the boys 
leaving these schools. He pointed out 
the necessity for the closest co-operation 
between the industry and the technical 
colleges and showed how this was best 
coat in the areas where the technical 
college had representation on the Local 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee. The 
crafts and the craftsmen were the back- 
bone of the building industry and the 
value of the part-time day release classes 
in fostering craftsmanship could not be 
overestimated. Mr. Cox also drew atten- 
tion to some of the good work in training 
for the building industry which was being 
done in some of the approved schools. 

He then discussed the Senior Courses 
and Higher Education for Building, and 
from his remarks it was apparent that 
the industry would not be content until 
it enjoyed parity of educational oppor- 
tunity. Discussing the Apprentice 
‘Master Scheme, Mr. Cox disclosed that 
some 1,600 houses had been built under 
this scheme and that over 1,200 were 
still in the course of construction. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
E. L. Jones, M.B.E. (Regional Secretary, 
N.F.B.T.O.) stressed the need for tech- 
nical college representation on Joint 
Apprenticeship Committees, and he also 
urged that the training of General Fore- 
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men and Training for Management for 
the Building Industry should be organ- 
ised and developed in a way suited to 
the peculiar needs of the building indus- 
try. 

From the full discussion which fol- 
lowed it was obvious that technical 
teachers, employers and operatives in the 
building industry were all fully conscious 
of the great work being done by the 
B.A.T.C. and for the need for even 
greater effort by both industrial and edu- 
cational circles to see that the suggest- 
ions of the B.A.T.C. were carried out 
to the fullest extent. 


Training of Technical Teachers. 


Mr. Wm. M. MACQUEEN (senior lec- 
turer, Bolton Training College for Tech- 
nical Teachers) spoke to the afternoon 
session on “ The Approach to Technical 
Teaching.” 

After outlining the official attitude to- 
wards teacher training for technical 
teachers, Mr. Macqueen discussed the 
particular qualities which he thought were 
desirable in order to teach both the theory 


and the practical skills to the type and 
age of students attending building 
courses. He likened teaching to a craft, 


and pointed out that in order to learn 
a craft one must serve an apprenticeship 
period. He included, as some of the 
main elements in this apprenticeship, the 
following : (a) A thorough knowledge and 
ability in the subject to be taught; (b) 
an understanding of the students who are 
to be taught; (c) the development of a 
personal ability in imparting knowledge; 
(d) a grasp of the psychological principles 
underlying the learning process; (e) a 
knowledge of the accumulated work ef 
others in the field of teaching method: 
and (f) ability to apply the foregoing in 
his own classroom, workshop or Jabora- 
tory so as to secure optimum teaching 
results. 

A full discussion followed. 

Further details of the work of the 
Building Teachers’ Conference may be 
obtained from Mr. Alfred Emms, Head 
of Department of Building, The Tech- 
nical College, Gravesend, Kent. 


CEMENT INDUSTRY 
Scheme of Sickness Benefits 


A NEW SCHEME Of sickness benefits for 
cement workers has been announced. It 
has been planned by the “ Blue Circle” 
group of companies for their employees. 
and more than 91 per cent. of the workers 
have joined. 

Employees over 21 pay 9d. a week, and 
those between 18 and 21 3d. a week. This 
entitles them to 30s. a week and 12s. 6d. 
a week respectively during absence due to 
sickness, and the period of absence can be 
up to 52 weeks. One half of the benefits 
is met by the “ Blue Circle ” companies, 
and any unexpended portion of the em- 
ployees’ contribution will be shared out 
among the workers at the end of each 
financial year. 

Announcing this, Mr. George Earle. 
chairman of the group, said: “ The cement 
industry is the second healthiest industry 
in the country, but we are anxious to help 
any of our workers who may become ill. 
We realise that the National Health 
scheme in itself is not enough, and we 
hope our plan for financial assistance will 
help to relieve our people of anxiety. 
This is an extension of schemes already 
existing in the industry. We have had 
bonus and profit-sharing schemes for a 
number of years. We are aiming all the 
time to make cement the happiest as well 
as one of the most peaceful and pros- 
perous of industries.” 
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BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTION 


Foundation of Home for Aged 
Builders 


[THE establishment of a home, at St. 
Margaret’s, Twickenham, of a 
Home for Aged Builders was announced 
at the 90th annual dinner of the Builders’ 
Benevolent Institution, held on Tuesday 
evening at the Grosvenor House, under 
the chairmanship of Sir Godfrey Mitchell 
(president). A large and distinguished 
company was informed at the end of the 
evening that a sum of £2,119 had been 
collected to further the aims of the In- 

stitution. ° 

Mr. R. O. Lioyp, O.B.E. (President, 
N. F.B.T:E.), in proposing the toast of 

*H.M. Government,” said that the duty 
of the Federation, when the result of the 
election had been deciared, was to co- 
operate with the Government, which 
meant, among other things, to give sound 
idvice on all occasions when its advice 
was sought. It was a matter for regret 
that that advice was not always taken, 
and he feared as a result that the Govern- 
ment would get into serious trouble. 
Building called for cohesion between all 
sides, and the Government’s job was to 
urther that co-operation and not to tell 
ihe industry what to do. 

LorpD Morrison (Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Works), in replying, said 
ihat certain irresponsible people—not, of 
course, within the building industry— 
were hoping to see another General Elec- 
tion shortly. It was questionable whether 
it would be a good thing for the country; 
Hitler, he would remind them, had come 
into power as a result of several elections 
within a space. of two years, which 
had had the result of destroying the 
German people’s faith in the Parlia- 
mentary system. Turning to the work of 
the Ministry of Works, he said that the 
Ministry was prepared to recognise facts 
and was working to improve the existing 
legislation. The building industry 
occupied the cardinal position in the 
country’s economy; it was responsible for 
one-third of the capital investment of the 
country, and was naturally one of the” 
first to be looked at when it became neces- 
sary to restrict capital investment. It had 
suffered an impending cut of eight per 
cent. and would in the next year return 
to the 1948 level where it employed a 
million men and executed £770 millions 
of work. “This restraint,” said Lord 
Morrison, “ constitutes a challenge to the 
industry to produce all it can and at the 
lowest possible cost. What is required is 
higher production by the employer and 
fe the operative in an attempt to lower 
costs, thus ensuring continuity of work 
for the employer and full employment 
for the worker.” 

Builders, he continued, would appre- 
ciate the freer flow of materials 
and components. Timber and steel 
were in short supply and_ were 
a difficulty which was beyond the power 
of anyone to improve. Cement and 
bricks were subject to seasonal shortages 
but did not constitute an impediment to 
works. “There is one good British build- 
ing material which is suffering from a 
rather low demand,” added Lord Morri- 
son, “and that is stone, and I appeal to 
the industry to increase the demand and 

) help in building up labour forces 
capable of working this material.” 

He had noticed in The Times an extract 
from a speech made by the President of 
the Association of Building Technicians 
to that Association’s general meeting in 
which the building industry had been 
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described as an anachronism and an 
obstacle to progress.* He was not with- 
out some sympathy with that point of 
view, but he would say that while im- 
patience might be useful in solving the 
problem, patience and tolerance were also 
useful qualities. 

The toast of the “ Builders’ Benevolent 
Institution” was proposed by Mr. 
MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., P.R.I.B.A., 
who said that in an age when the number 
of bankruptcies of builders was second 
only to those of grocers the Institution 
was doing a fine thing in helping those 
who, through no fault of their own, had 
fallen by the wayside. “The home you 
have set up,” he said, “is a fine thing 
and I believe you are the first Institution 
in the industry to have set up such a 
home.” 

THE CHAIRMAN, in response, said that 
there had been a complete revolution in 
social security but it militated against old 
people who could no longer depend on 
their families for support. The L.M.B.A. 
had bought a most suitable house and old 
people of the industry could be looked 
after in an atmosphere of care and 
thoughfulness. In taking this step Major 
Shingleton and his Committee had done a 
fine work. 

Mr. RICHARD COSTAIN, C.B.E. (Pres. 
L.M.B.A.), in proposing “the Guests,” 
said that the finest way in which the 
Government could reduce building costs 
was to let the builders build. He did not 
think that the economic cuts were going 
to help that process: when people thought 
there were going to be cuts it was not 
likely to aid in productivity. 

SIR ALFRED Hurst, K.B.E., and Mr. 
H. LEIGHTON responded. Sir Alfred Hurst 
said that he was glad to notice that the 
Institution proposed to revise some of its 
rules which he thought were out of date. 


Among those present were: Sir Thomas 
Bennett, Lt.-Col. §. C. Marriott, Sir Charles 
Mole, Rabe Leslie Tsay a sa Wg B.I. 
Messrs. C. Aldous, Ash, A. dicudan 
Bennion, Boies F. a ra t leg E. 
Garrett, C. W. Glover, Alner W. Hall, Nigel 


Hannen, Stanley Hearder, Gerald Hill, H. H. 





*See page 406 for report. 
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Holliday, E. C. Holloway, G. H. A. Hughes, 
E. L. Jones, Julian Leathart, K. J. Lindy, 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, S. ego 
S. H. F. Pulley, W. Eric Rice, D. Roberts, 
Digby L. Solomon, T. S. Tait, ‘N. ES Wates, G. 
Winstanley and W. C. Youngman. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


F.M.B. Year Book. , 

The Yéar Book and Diary ef the Fed- 
eration of Master Builders (Southern 
Region) has just been issued. 


Order for Cement. 


British manufacturers have received an 
order for cement for a new power station 
to be built at Dekhelin in Cyprus. The 
first consignment will be shipped from the 
Thames-side later this month. 

The late Mr. H. L. Jones. 

The death occurred on March 18, at his 
home, 55, Old Castle-read, Weymouth, of 
Mr. H. L. Jones, who for over 50 years 
was a representative of Messrs. Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd., of Birming- 
ham. He was 85 
L.C.C. Brixton School Appointment. 

Applications are invited for appoint- 
ment on September 1 next as head of the 
Junior School of Brixton School of 
Building, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. A 
salary of £800 x £50—£950 (plus London 
allowance) is offered. Details are given 
in our advertisement columns. 


L.M.B.A. Golfing Society. 

The officers for 1950 of the London 
Master Builders’ Association Golfing 
Society are as follows:—Captain: R. R. 
Costain, C.B.E., F.1.0.B.; Hon. Sec. and 
Treas.: P. H. Bates, F.1.0.B.; Commit- 
tee: D. F. Cox, P. Fotheringham Parker, 
M.1.0.B., and S. Marshall Andrew, 
M.1.0.B. An interesting fixture list has 
been arranged and the first meeting takes 
place at Walton Heath on April 25. 


Tenders for Hampstead Building Work. 

The General Purposes Committee of 
Hampstead Borough Council, after con- 
sidering a letter from the Federation of 
Master Builders, recommends the Coun- 
cil that all contractors submitting 
tenders for Council work be informed 
as soon as possible whether their tender 
has been successful—and that they also 
be informed of the name and the amount 
of the tender being recommended by the 
Council for acceptance. A similar request 
to Stoke Newington has been refused. 


Woolwich Poly. Diamond Jubilee. 


A diamond jubilee week of celebration 
will be held by the Woolwich Polytech- 
nic from Tuesday to Friday, March 28 
to 31. There will be an exhibition of 
work and a jubilee lecture, “What is 
Science?” will be given by Professor E. N. 
da C. Andrade, F.R.S., on the evening of 
March 28. The Polytechnic’s Union cele- 
bration will be a fancy dress ball on 
March 29 and the jubilee dinner will be 
held the following evening. All the func- 
tions are to be held in the Polytechnic. 


F.B.I. Director’s Middle East Tour. 

Mr. C. F. I. Ramsden, the Overseas 
Director of the Federation of British 
Industries, has left this country for a two 
months’ tour of the Middle East. Mr. 
Ramsden intends to visit Jordan, Syria, 
the Lebanon, Iraq and Iran, réturning 
through Turkey and Athens. The object 
of the tour is to study the present finan- 
cial and industrial positions of these 
countries and to investigate the prospects 
for British exports in the future, particu- 
larly in large-scale development plans or 
contracts which may bring business in 
machinery and equipment. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Timbers of South America. 


The Timber Development Association 
has recently issued a new booklet entitled 
“* Timbers of South America.” This is the 
first booklet that has been published 
covering commercial woods from that 
continent, and should prove of great value 
to all in the timber and allied trades who 
may have to deal with these timbers. 
Copies can be obtained on application to 
the T.D.A., 75, Cannon-street, London, 
E.C.4. 


Sprayed Cement Construction. 


Messrs. Aerocem, Ltd.. Rolands Wharf, 
71, Lots-road, Chelsea, S.W.10, announce 
that they have developed a_ special 
method of construction using their 
cement-spraying process. It is claimed 
to be ideally suited to the construction 
of native huts, colonial houses, storage 
depots, etc. The structures consist of a 
light frame or substructure, stressed 
fabric and Aerocem cellular concrete. 
The substructure may be of timber, 
metal or reinforced concrete and can be 
of a very slender nature, as subsequent 
treatment will greatly strengthen it. The 
most typical fabric used in Aerocem 
structures is hessian, which may in some 
cases be reinforced by wire netting. This 
fabric must be firmly attached to the 
substructure. Other fabrics which can 
be used are expanded metal, coir mat- 
ting, sisal grass, etc., and where excep- 
tional strength is required, welded rein- 
forced fabric and even prestressed high- 
tensile wires may be incorporated into 
the design. The structure is then finally 
sprayed with a solid coat of Aerocem 
cellular concrete. 


** THE BUILDING INDUSTRY AS 
OBSTACLE TO PROGRESS” 


Mr. Campbell’s Address to A.B.T. 


Mr. KENNETH CAMPBELL, A.R.I.B.A., 
speaking to the annual general meeting 
of the Association of Building Techni- 
cians, on March 18, said that the stock 
answer given to explain our shortcomings 
was that they were due to our difficult 
economic situation. “Is this true?” asked 
Mr. Campbell. “Other countries faced 
with far more formidable tasks and with 
far smaller resources have done relatively 
much greater things; still less is it true 
that a return to an unplanned system of 
laissez-faire would solve the problem. 
‘Set the builders free.’ What techni- 
cian does not shudder at the thought. 
Nor are we technically backward (ex- 
cept, perhaps, in the theory and practice 
of reinforced concrete). Indeed, since 
the war new techniques and new mach- 
ines for building have sprung almost end- 
lessly from the Thatched Barn and else- 
where. Everything is there—legislation. 
machines, skill—everything but the wil) 
to use them. Timidity and compromise. 
19 the tace of vested interest, of political 
blackmail, have crippled our efforts. 

“ The building industry itself is one of 
the greatest obstacles to progress. In 
nearly every way it remains a nineteenth- 
century anachronism unwilling to face 
contemporary needs, incapable of meeting 
them. You wish to use a certain method 
of construction? It is Messrs. So and So’s 
patent, and if they are slow or over- 
worked or under-capitalised yor mst 
wait for them. You wish to use this 
component? It is part of Messrs, X’s 
standardised construction, so you must 
have the whole box of tricks, whether you 
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like it or not, because, in any case, it 
won’t fit any other box of tricks. The 
building industry is not a public service; 
it is a maze of private interests. If pri- 
vate interest is paramount, let us say so 
and stop our hypocritical talk about re- 
censtruction and replanning except on 
private interest’s own terms.” 


£34M FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
Estimates of Cost for 1950-5) 


A TOTAL EXPENDITURE of £73,609,455 
is envisaged in the Civil Estimates for 
the Common Services (Works, Stationery, 
etc.), 1950-51, just published by H.M.S.O. 
(price 3s.). The Estimates show a net de- 
crease of over £4m. compared with the 
figures for 1949-50, the largest single 
item being over £34m. for public build- 
ings, a fall of £1,875,950. 

The Estimate for the Houses of Parlia- 
ment is £792,500, including £380,000 for 
rebuilding the House of Commons and 
£3,000 toward the cost of the stained 
glass window which is to be part of the 
joint Parliamentary War Memorial. The 
improvements in Parliament-square will 
require £50,000. 

The Estimates include a Vote for 
£3,150 for the completion of a memorial 
to the late Earl of Oxford and Asquith. 
This memorial was agreed to by a resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons in Decem- 
ber, 1938, but the war delayed the project. 
Mr. Leonard S. Merrifield was the sculp- 
tor commissioned for the work. On the 
death of Mr. Merrifield in 1943, Mr. 
Gilbert Bayes was commissioned to com- 
plete the work. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Blantyre.—Plans to be prepared for food pre- 
paration buildings, garage buildings and offices 
to be erecied for Messrs. Kirby at Craighead, 
and for which the architects are Gavin, Pater- 
son & Son, 6, Cadzow-st., The Cross, Hamilton. 

Fifeshire.—Plans partly prepared have been 
approved for extension to the laundry at Dun- 
fermline at £18,000, for the Scottish Wholesale 
Co.-op. Socie.y, Ltd., Glasgow, by their archi- 
tectural staff. Kenneth Masson, Chief, 119, 
Paisley-rd., Tradeston, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for exten- 
sions to creamery near Gallowgate for 
Gemmeli & Suns, 60, Soho-st., Glasgow, E.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a Pro 
testant Primary School to be erected in con- 
nection wiih the Milton scheme, and for which 
the architects are George ‘A. Baswell & Part- 
ners, 256, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans in jand for additions 
and other works at Woodville-st., Tradeston, 
for Blairs, Ltd., 7, Grosvenor-gdns.. London, 
8.W.1, for which the principal coniraciors are 
Bone, Connell & Baxters, Ltd., Netherton 
Works, Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Glasgow.—Plans te be prepared by their own 
architects for new coach repair works, and aiso 
new coachbuilding works to be erected at 
Springburn by J. C. Bennett & Co. (Coach 
Builders), Lid, 240, Petershill-rd., Springburn- 
rd., Springburn, Glasgow, N.C.3. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for public 
school to be erected at Priesthill site No. 2, for 
which the architect is John MacNab, 129, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans to be_ pre- 
pared by the Road Haulage Staff of Architects 
62, West Nile-st., Glasgow, C.1, for scheme 
of additions and alterations, etc., to be carried 
out at North Wallace-st., Parliamentary-rd. 
Dennistoun. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for houses 
to be erected at Bishopbriggs, for which the 
avchitect is Archibald G. Jury, Housing Offices, 
The Cross, Trongate, Glasgow, C.1 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open wil? 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
und previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 


for the submission of tenders; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the nam< 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
MARCH 25. 


Stafford R.D.C.—10 and 12 houses at Soe 
AG 


fields estate, Gnosall, nr. Stafford. H 
Nixon, clerk. Council Offices, 7, St. Mary’s-g1 
Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 2s. me 
t*Bristol T.C.--Adaptation and decoraiions t 
form home for aged people at 5, All Saints’-rd 


Clifton. City Estates S. and Valuer, The 
Exchange, Corn-st. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders bs 
April 15. 


+*Coventry T.C.—Occupation centre at Burns 
rd. City A. and Planning Officer, 1a, Warwic! 
row. Dep. £5- 3s. 

+*Mitcham T.C.—103 dwellings (section 1) at 
Elm Nursery estate, London-rd. B.E. & S$ 
Town Hall. Tenders by April 26. 

+*Taunton T.C. bungalows at Pyriand 
estate. Boro’ Housing A., 2, Baldwin-rd. Dt 
£2 2s. 

MARCH 31. 

+*Birmingham T,.C.—Contract 92—four tw 
storey maisonettes at Upper Sutton-st., Aste 
Contract 9%—18 houses at Hazeldene-rd., E 
es'ate, Sheldon; Contract 103-32 houses 4 
Edenbridge-rd., Hall Green: Contract 104—-12 
three-storey bed-recess flats at Kitts Green-id 





Lea Hall; Contract 105—4 two-storey maise 
ettes at Yardley Green-rd., Contract 107P—4 
houses at Sheldon Heath-rd., Kents Moa! 


H. J. Manzoni, City £. and §8., Civic Centre 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


t*Cambridge T.C.—120 lock-up garages, 
various estates. B.E. & S., Guildhall. Der 
£2 2s. 


homes for azé 


+*Croydon C.B.—Memorial 
E. Taberne 


people, Ashburton housing estate. 
Town Clerk. Dep. £5 5s. 
t*Durham €.C.—Additions and alterations a! 
S‘anley Grammar School; additions and alter: 
tions at Langley Park County School. Count 
A., Court-la. 
t*Durham 


G¢.C.—Erection of M.O.W. hutting 
at 10 schools, 


County A., Court-la. 
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t*Shoreham-by-Sea U.D.C.—28 houses, Kings- 
ton-la. R. H. Davies, clerk. Dep. £3 3S. 
Sending in date, April 8. 

APRIL 1. 

t*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—7 police 
houses at various sites. County A., Couniy 
Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by April 17. 

+t*Widnes T.C.—Temporary classroom block at 
Wade Deacon Grammar School. Boro’ A., 
Brendan House, Widnes-rd. 

APRIL 3. 

t*Carshalten and Merton and Morden Joint 
Cemetery Board.—(a) Waiting-room and lava- 
tories and (b) men’s mess-room, lavatory, 
potting shed, etc., at Cemetery, Garth- rd. Joint 

Clerks of the Board, Morden Hall, S.W.9. 
ben. £3 3s. Tenders by May 1. 

Dartford (Kent) R.D.C.—Erection of 6 houses 
at Fawkham-rd., Longfield. E. & S., Council 
Offices, West Hill, Dartford. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Halifax ©C.B.—62 eae Illingworth 
Piateau. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

+River Trent Catchment Board.—Contract 
No. 4 comprising work in connection with 
Nottingham Flood Protection Scheme. W. H. 
Haile, “M.LC.E., Engineer to Board, Derby-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. “£2. 

‘Rowley Regis T.C.—Sub-structure work to 18 
houses at Brickhouse Farm estate. B.E. and S., 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

tWellington (Som.) R.D.C.—Six bungalows 
ind approach road on site adjoining the 
Victoria Rooms, Milverton. H. 8. W. Stone & 
Ptnrs., 20, The Crescent, Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 

t+*Wilts C.C.—New buildings at North Wilts 

(rea College (Chippenham Section), Cocklebury- 
d., Chippenham. F. I. Bowden (A.), County 
\., County Hall, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
fenders by April 26. 

APRIL 4. 
Bingham (Notts) R.D.C.—Erection of 10 houses 


t Cotgrave, for R.D.C. W. Saunders & Ptnrs., 
rchitects, 24, Castle-gate, Newark-on-Trent. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


t*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—Building 
ind alteration works at Summer End House, 
Borrowby House, Grantham. County A., County 
Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by April 19. 
+*Southgate B.C.—16 aged persons’ dwellings 
i Bowes-rd. B.E. and §8., Town Hall, Palmers 
sreen, N.13. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 24. 
APRIL 5. 

+*East Sussex C.C.—Erection of Hangleton 
County Junior School, Hove. J. Catchpole (A.), 
County A., County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by 
May 10. 

t*Ipswich E.C.—Steelwork for Castle Hiil 
Junior a Johns & Slater (F.), 32, Founda- 


tion-st., Ipswicd. . 
+*Worcesters hire ©C.C.—Secondary modern 
chool, Redditch. E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 

chartered quantity surveyors, 3, Bedford-sq., 


London, W.C.1. Dep. £5 5s. 
£ ¢ 


APRI 
C.C.—Police 


*Berks | ; houses at_ Littlewick 
Police Station. County A., Wilton House, Park- 
side-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*East Suffolk c.C.—Adaptation of Kirkley 
Hotel, Lowestoft, into home for aged people. 
k. J. Symcox, F., County A., Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by May 5. 

Liverpool c.6.—(a) 0 flats, Grinfield-st.; (b) 
3) flats, Elm-gr.; (c) 9 houses, Gaerwen-st., 
Farnworth-st. area. City A. & Director of 
Housing, Wore Dale-st., Kingsway, 
Liverpool, 2. Dep. £ 

pt L 7. 

Chorley (Lancs) R.D.C.—Erection of 4 houses 

at Leesone-ave., Charnock Richard. S. W. 


Groves, Council "Offices, Gillibrand-st., Chorley. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
t+*East Suffolk C.C.—Adaptation of ‘ Egre- 


mont,” Southwold, 
Symeox, F,, 
£2 2s. 


into children’s home. E. J 
County Archiiect, Ipswich. Dep. 


APRIL 8. 
Knaresborough U.D.C.—Erection of 12 flats 


for aged persons at Manor-dr.. Knaresborough. 
E. & §., Council Offices, York-pl., Knares- 
borough. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 10. 


*Bootle C.B.—24 dwellings, 
Acre site, Ferd Station. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Denbighshire E.C.—New Welsh primary 
school. Wrexham. G. D. Wiles, County Archi- 
tect, Grove Park, Wrexham. Dep. £5. 

APRIL 11, 
+*Bromley T.C.—40 flats and 36 maisonettes 
Blyth-rd. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Glastonbury T.C.—Erection of 14 houses. a 
biock of shops with flats over at Windmill Hill 
estate. Harold N. Alves, 66, High-st., Glaston- 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Portsmouth T.C.—Stage 2 of Paulsgrove 
Modern School fer Girls. City A., City Council- 


scheme 15(s), 28 


hbrs., 1, Clarence-parade, Southsea. Dep. 
~2 JO8. 
APRIL 12. 
*+*Hendon B.C.—44 flais at Abercorn-rd., Mill 
Hill. B.E., Tewn Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Ploughley R.D.C.—20 houses, Is slip. &. W: 
— E. & 8., Waverley House, Bicester. 


. £2 2s. 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
LEAD PRODUCTS 


The Associated Lead -Manufacturers, Ltd., 
announce that following the decrease to £84 per 
ton in the Government-controlled price of lead, 
as announced by the Ministry of Supply, new 
basic prices of lead products became effective 
on March 16, as below:— 


Today's 
Basis Price 
per ton. 
SS -&¢, 
Genuine English dry white lead ; 
(basis in 1 x 8-cwt. cask).. 112 15 0 
Genuine ground English white lead 
(basis in 1 x 5-cwt. cask).. 133 10 O 
Genuine refined English red lead 
(basis in 1 x 5-cwt. cask) 103 0 0 
Genuine English powdered litharge 
(basis in | x 5-cwt. cask) 103 0 O 
Genuine tefined English red lead 
ground in oil (basis in 1 x 5-cwt. 
cask) ea oa site = Jaane © 
English sheet lead (basis for 2-ton 
lots) : 101 0 O 
English lead pipe (basis for 2-t on lots) 102 5 O 
English lead shot (basis for l-tonlots) 112 5 0 


The above prices are subject to withdrawal and 
alteration without notice. 











+Wincanton R.D.C.—Six houses at Charlton 


Horethorne with exiernal services. KR. Earn- 
shaw, council’s architect, Council Offices, Win- 
canton. 
APRIL 13. 
*Chesterfield R.D.C.—40 liouses at four sites. 
J. B. Wikeley, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and 8., Rural 
( ouncil House, Saltergate, Chesterfield. Dep. 


Newoastle-on-Tyne C.0.—Erection of 39 houses 
on Victoria-ave. site of Longbenion estate. 
City A., 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on- 


Tyne, 1. 
APRIL 14. 

Egham (Surrey).—Erection of three pairs of 
s.d. bungalows at AlJbert-rd., Englefield- ‘alate 
for trusiees of Mary Drew’ Almshouses. 
Cameron and Middleton; 38, Bedford- sq., W.C.1 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Morley T.C.—16 houses at Albert-rd. estate. 


Housing Director, Nationa] Provincial Bank- 
chbrs., Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 15. 


*Horsham U.D.C.—14 houses at Comptons-la., 
Cul-de-sacs. E. and §., Council Offices, Horsham 
Park. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 17. 

*Barnes T.C.—1 pair of houses at Palmerston- 
rd., East Sheen. B.E. and §8., Municipal Offices. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by April 17. 

*Cariton U.D.C.—20 flats in five blocks at 
Cavendish-rd./Alpine-cres. site. E. and §&., 
Council House, Burton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Middiesbreugh C.B.—9 shops with 7 maison- 
te and 2 flats above at ee B.E. and 

Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 

*Shaftesbury RD.C- Road sewers and five 
Orchard-la., Cann. 
Council Offices, Bim- 


pairs of houses at Cherry 
J. Hoy, A.F.S. (Eng.), 
pert, Shafiesbury, Dorset. 
APRIL 18. 
*Bournemouth ©.B.—6 houses at Cunningham- 
Kinson. Boro’ A. (Room 9%). Dep. £2 2s. 

M dean R.D.C.—Erection of 10 houses and 
2 bungalows at various sites. G. E. Gibson, 
Housing Officer, Council Offices, Docking, King’s 
Lynn. ‘Dep. £2 2s. 

*Gillingham sy Aas | stores building and 
vehicle-servicing shop. - & 8S. Dep. 23 3. 
pallies 19. 

“Melton Mowbray U.D.C.—41 houses 
and Nottingham-rd. site. W S 
S.. Egerton Lodge. Dep. £2 2s. 

a €.6-—Recons truction of berths 
Nos. 4 and 5. City E.. City Council-chbrs. 1 
Clarence-parade, Southsea, Portsmouth. Dep. £4. 

APRIL 26, 

*West Hartlepool T.C.—County Primary Schoo! 
at Rift House estate. & M. Richmond (F.), 
Boro’ A., Municipal-bldg Dep. £5 5s. 

AY 9. 

*Salop Standing Joint Committee.—Three 
pairs of police houses at Springfield estate, 
Wenlock-rd., Shrewsbury. County A., Column 
London-rd., Shrewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*National Coal Board (Scottish Division).- 
Erection of pithead baths and _ ancillaries 
throughout Scottish coalfields from time to time. 
Chief Officer, Nationa] Coal Board (Welfare 
Branch), 24, "Royal Circus, Edinburgh. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


. MARCH 30. 
Surbiton B.C.—E. & 8S. (Materials). 


MARCH 31, 
*Hendon B.C.—External redecoration of, 561 


, Asfordby 
arvis, E. & 


House, 


houses on various estates. B.E. and S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 5. | 
Bristol C.C.—E & 8S. (Materials.) 
APRIL 10. 
t+*Denbighshire E.C.—Heating and electric 
light installation at proposed Welsh primary 
school, Wrexham. Ceunty Architect, Grove 
Park, Wrexham. Dep. £3. |. 
Glasgow Corpn.—C. (Materials.) 
APRIL 25. 


*Buckminster.—Demolition of Buckminster 


Hall, Buckminster, nur. Grantham. G. : 
Dickinson, L.R.I.B.A., 55a, High-st., Grantham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


APRIL 2, 
+Folkestone B.C.—Construction of concrete 
carriageway, paving and stoneware sewers, etc. 
B.E., Municipal Offices, West-ter., , Folkestone. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 3. : 
Leatherhead iat aa i i of 
and footpaths. J. L. Davies, F.R.LCS., 
S., Council Offices, Leatherhead, Surrey. 


roads 
3. & 


APRIL 5. 

Portslade-by-Sea U.D.C.—Making-up of Highi- 
lands-rd. and Hayes-cl, E. & §8., Council Offices, 
Portslade-by-Sea. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wincanton R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 2,600 
yds. ashestos cement main, with valves, fittings, 
ete. Aubrey J. Allen, F.R.I.C.S., Half Moon-st., 
Sherborne, mei Dep. £3 3s. 

PRIL 6. 
Cheshire C. C—Makng up of Stanton-rd. and 


Beech-ave., Thelwall. H. Stubbs, district sur- 
veyor, County Offices, Waterloo-rd., Runcorn. 
Yep. £5. 


APRIL 11. 
Carshalton and Merton and Morden Joint 
Cemetery Board.—Reconstruction, repairs, etc , 


at Garth-rd., Morden. Joint Surveyor to the 
Board, Morden Hall, 8.W.19. 
Doncaster C.B.—Laying of 18 in. diameter 


trunk main, Nutwell pampigg station to Arm- 
thorpe water tower. Water E., 2, Priory-pl., 
Doncaster. Dep. £5 5s. 

Twickenham OP lh of roads and 
sewers—section 6 of the Butts Farm ae 
estate. B.E. & &., ey Offices. Dep. 2 

APRIL 1 
Wolverhampton C.B. aMak: ‘ng: up of Fir Tree- 


rd., Uplands-ave. and Highlands- rd. z & S., 
Town Hall, Wolverhampton. Dep. 3 
APRIL 13. 


Reading C©.B.—Construction of carriageways. 
sewage and surface water sewers at housing 
site No. 7, Bath-rd. B.S., Town Hall, Reading. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 14. 

Gillingham 8.C.—Construction of Twydall 
storm water outfall sewer. E. & S., Municipal- 
bldgs., Gillingham, Kent. Dep. £5 5s. 
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APRIL 15. 

Horsham U.D.C.—Completion of roadworks 
and sewers at No. 2 cul-de-sac on Comptons-ia. 
estate. John P. Ridd, B.Se., E. & S., Council 
Offices. Horsham Park. Horsham. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hainault (Essex).—Suors AND MAISONETTES.— 
L.C.C. Housing Comm. propose six shops with 
six maisonettes above; also pram stores and 
14 garages as extension to Hainault estate. 
Plans by council’s architects. 

Hammersmith.—FLats.—Boro’ E. has _ pre- 
pared scheme for 96 flats on Blythe-rd. site. 


_ Hammersmith.—Factory.—A 3-storey factory 
is proposed at Nos. 2/14, Shortlands, for which 
Hammond J. Harvey, A.R.I.B.A., St. Leonards- 


ct., East Sheen, S8.W.14, is the architect. 
Hanwpstead. — Restoration. — Alan Reed, 
A.R.LB.A., 62, George-st., Portman-sq., W.1, 
has submitted to B.C. proposals for restoration 
ot Keats House, Keats-gr. He may now be 
asked to supervise the work. 
Hampstead.—F ats, Launpry, Erc.—Louis de 
Soissons & Partners, A.R.A., 3, Park Square- 
news, N.W.1, have prepared a scheme, which 
L.C.C, Housing Comm. have approved, for 63 
flais, a laundry and 32 pram stores on Adelaide- 
rd, site. Est. cost, £121,300. 
islington.—Maisonettes.—E. C. P. Monson, 
F.R.I.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, have been 
appointed to prepare a scheme for about 14 
maisonettes on a site in Salterton-rd., for B.C, 
Mi. O. E. Parratt, F.R.LC.S., Adelaide House, 
King William-st., E.C.4, is ine quantity sur- 
veyor. 
Lewisham.—Snops, 


WAREHOUSE, DWELLINGS, 


Etc.—Hooper, Belfrage. Secrett & Gray, archi- 
tects, Norfolk House, Norfolk-st.. W.C.2, have 
prepared a scheme for shops with warehouse, 
staff quarters and showrooms over at Nos. 
132-138, Lewisham High-st. 


TERATIONS.— 
, Penerley-rd., 


Lewisham.—WorRKSHOP AND 
G. Eaglen & Sons, surveyors 


S.E.6, have prepared plans for a’ motor repair 
workshop and alterations to showroom at No. 
242, Brockley-rd. 
Mecklenburgh-square. —REeEsIDENTIAL CENTRE. — 
T. Scott, F.R.LB.A., of the firm of Sir 
Herbert Baker, R.A., P ae "a. T Scott, archi- 
tects, Church House, Gt. Smith-st., S.W.1, has 


prepared a scheme for a residential centre for 
Commonwealth and U.S. students at Mecklen- 
burgh-sq. The project, which is financed by the 
recently launched Lord Mayor’s National 
Thanksgiving Fund, is, at the moment, at a 
very preliminary stage ; 

St. Pancras.—FLats, Suors anp Batus.—Re- 
vised plans are ae prepared by Norman & 
Dawbarn, F.R.I.E 5, Gower-st., W.C.1. for 
flats, shops and : baine establishment on Cam- 
den High-st. site, for B.C. 

St. Pancras.—DeveLopment ScHEME.—B.C. have 
appointed Waggett & Bradford, 22, Victoria-st. 
S.W.1, quantity surveyors in connection with 
devel lopment in Regent’s Park Area “A,” for 
which Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., 35, 
Gordon-sq., W.C.1, is the architect. 

St. Pancras.—HovsinG Scueme.—Bylander & 
Waddell, 26, Old Burlington-st., W.1, have been 
appointed ‘by B.C. consulting engineers in con- 
nection with Willingham-ter. scheme. 

Shepherd’s Bush.—Youtn Centre, Etc.—Car!l 
Fisher, A.R.I.B.A., 15, Addisland-st., Holland 
Park. W.14, has prepared a scheme for a build- 
ing for use as youth centre and educational 
classes for Shepherd’s Bush Synagogue at 
76/80, Netherwood-rd.. W.14. 

Shepherd’s Bush.—CantTEEN AND Orrice.—Lon- 
don Transport Executive are to erect canteen 
and office at Sulgrave-rd. Plans by Adie, 


Butt on & Partners, F.R.1.B.A., 29, Weymouth- 
as, W. 

“5, AT nee AND Frats.—A 
scheme prepared by Norman & _Dawbarn, 


F.R.LB.A., 5. Gower-st., W.C.1, for 12 m 
eties and 9 flats in Lansbnry in the 
be featured in Festival of Britain, has 





1son- 





been 


approved by L.C.C. Housing Comm. 
Streatham.—Repaixs ‘ND = ADAPTATIONS. —A 
x re ae ae by Poulton & Freeman, 


F.R.I.B.A., 96, Dorset 
N.W.1, "ae repairs and 
Hall. Leigham (Court-r 
approved by L.C.C. Ed. 


House, Gloucester-pl., 
adaptations at Michael 
d., at £38,000, has been 
Comm. 


Tower Hill. Resuitpixe.—Professor A. &E. 
Richardson, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., 31, Old Burliny gton- 
st., W.1, has prepared a s¢ “cd for rebuilding 


Trinity House, near Tower Hill, LCC. have 
approved sccieme. 

Walthamstow. —- Houses. — Lee 
Catchment Board are to 
Black‘iorse-la. 

Walthamstow.—F.iats.—B.C. have appointed 
C, E. Ball & Partners. Dilke House, Malet-st., 
W.C.1, as quantity surveyors for proposed 9 
fiats at Forest-rise/Greenway-ave. 

Walthamstow.—F ars AND MAISONETTES. — 
Boro’ A. has prepared revised plans for four 
flats with four maisonettes over at Shrublands, 
Wyatts-la. M.H. approval being sought 

Walthamstow.—Hovuses.—Revised plane for five 
houses with garages attached at Higham 
Station-ave./Marlborough-rd. been 
prepared by Boro’ A. 


Conservancy 
erect 55 houses at 


site 


have 
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Walthamstow.—Friats.—Boro’ A. has prepared 
pg plans for 20 flats and : common room 
on Billet-rd./Folly-la. estate. M.H. approval 
a ag soughi. 

Woolwich.—Restavkant.—L.C.C. Restaurants 
and Catering Comm. have approved a scheme 
prepared by council’s architects for a re staurant 
at General Gordon-pl. Est. cost, £26,61 


(PROVINCIAL) 

received consent fur extensions 
Enfield, Middlesex , 
; Clarence Dock, 
Kent; Tilbury, 
Noti ingham- 


B.E.A. have 
to following power stations: 
Carmarthen Bay, South Wales, 
Liverpool ; Little brook “C.” 
Essex; Woolwich, and Staythorpe, 
shire. 





TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

$ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 
Armagh.—Erection of 36 houses and pro- 


vision of estate services at Glenanne, for the 

Armagh R.D.C.: *James McMullan & Co., Ltd. 

Lisburn, £52,412. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.—50 


houses at Bryn 


Station site, for U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, 
£60,275. 

Birkenhead.— Alterations at Kirklands Sec- 
ondary school, for B.C.: *W. H. Roberts 
(Builders & Contractors), Ltd.. £30,899; 12 
shops at Woodchurch estate: *Edward Thomas 
(Construction), Ltd., 74, Woodchurch-la., Bir- 
kenhead, £43,903. 


Durham.—Alierations and 


Bishop Auckland, 
Blackett & Son, 


extensions to post office: *R. 
63, Bondgate, Darlington. 
British Railways (London Midiand Region).— 
New railway contracts placed by L.M.R.:— 
Mellowes & Co., Lid., Corporation-st., Sheffield, 
for patent glazing at Willesden carriage shed 
and laundry. Robertson Building Service, 
Wolverhampton Corrugated Iron Co., Ltd., 
Ellesmere Port, for R.P.M. roof coverings at 
Willesden carriage shed and Jaundry. Struc- 
tural Waterproofers, Ltd., 262, Munster-rd., 
S.W.6, for resheeting of roof, melting furnace 
shop, Crewe locomotive works. L. Fairclough, 
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QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.), 
57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone : Clissold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 
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Ltd., Chapel-st., Adlington, for reconstructio: 
of North End, Lakeside Quay, Lake Winder 
mere. Z 

Sims (Builders), Ltd., 595, Commercial-rd 
E.1, for reglazing and repairs to roofs at Si 
Pancras parcels office and yard. W. Sandfieki 
Ltd., 6, Leigham-dr., Osterley, Middlesex, fo 
asbestos cement sheeting for 
12-15 Euston station. British 
ing Co., Marshgate-la., Stratford, 


Challenge Glaz 
E.15, fo 


patent roof glazing for platforms 12-15 Euston 


N. S. Long, Lid., 78, Brick-rd., Pou!) 


labour 


station. 
ton-le-Fylde, for 
dudno station. 

Burton-on-Trent.— Alterations 
dere-rd., for B.C.: *Peter Roscoe, 
ton-st.. £4,500. 

Camberwell.—Works for B.C. Eregtion of 
blocks D, E, F and G, comprising 144 flats, a! 
Denmark Hill estaté:— 


at 147, 


Join Morgan (London), Ltd., 8.W.1 ... £176.54 
Rowley Bros., Tower Re ie N.17 171,33 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Lid., Belmont es 

Surrey ... -¢ akg ' 170,02- 
F. Troy & Co., Lid., S.E. a. 169,2% 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd N..4 aaa “Surrey 166,31: 
Tersons, Ltd., 164,67 
: Ltd., S W. I 164,06 


Lid., W.1 162,234 


Sons & ‘Cooke, 





. Simms, 
Ts ayior Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
W.1 yet er Sea : 
Unera Construc tion, Ltd., W.14 ... 


Wates, Limited, S.W.16 ... om 
“Borough Engineer & Surveyor ... bes 
Erection of 72 dwellings (blocks F ami G) a 
Denmark Hill estate :— 
John Morgan (London), Ltd., 8.W.1 ... £175,4 
Rowley Bros., Tower Works, N.17_ ... 70,9 
Clarke, Barion & Co., sii Belmont, 
Surrey ... : a es 








4 Troy & Co., L td., SE. 168,45¢ 
J. Gleeson, Ltd., N Rh “Surrey ¥ 165,54 
Tei sons, Ltd., E.C ae ; a . 163,81 
Speirs, Ltd... S.W.1 . ne s+ 163,00 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., W.1 161,4( 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. 
W.1 $ 


Unera Construction, Ltd., W.14 
Wates, Limited, S.W.16... aoe 7 
*Borough Engineer & Surveyor ... 33, 
50 dwellings at permanent site No. 31, Mel 
ford-rd.: *Direct Labour, £96,132. 
Chelsea.—Evection of % flats, being first stag« 
of West Chelsea (No. 1) Area devel wae a 


15 
15 





J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. . £236.45 
Thomas & Edge, Lid. . : w+ 225,506 
John Laing & Sons, Ltd. ... ” w-» 222,54 
F. G. Minter, Lid. , - vas 221,47 
har ah Ye Ltd. : ws we 288,03 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd. 220,964 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd. 220,87 
Leslie & Co., Ltd. 220,22 
*Holloway Bros. (L ondon), Ltd. 216,972 
Subject to necessary loan sangtion from BAL. 
Chiswick.—Construction 0 flats—S 


Thomas’s estate :-— 
John Morgan (London), Ltd., 127/131, 
Terminal House, 52, Grosven 1or- -gdns., 
S.W.1 


Cc. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Small “Heath, 


Birmingham 10. sot seem dees | Sm 
G. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh 






Wharf, Lady M: meerer rd., Southall 178.2 
G. Ward (Ealing). Ltd., 5, Abbey- 

Par., Hanger-la., Eal cant 1 oo. gin, LISS 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., 37, Station- v 

zd.. Belmont, Surrey ‘ Y , cf 
R. E. Spooner, Ltd., 340, Siaines-rd.. 

_ Ashford, Midale Sex - pas 177,2 

a ray «& ae Ltd.. 131, Great Suffolk- 

st., S.E. y : : 76.9 
Gorham ic ontracto Ltd., 22, Upper 

Grosvenor-st., W. . » 
Taylor Woodrow Construet ion, Ltd., 41 

Welbeck-st., W.1 175,42 
Kirk & er Ltd., Atlas Works, Put- 

ney, S.W.1 . : 2 
Geo Wimpey & Lid., Hammer- 

smith-gr.. W.6 : 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Victoria 

House, Southampton. W.C. ... ¢ 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 78 

Mount-st., Park-la., -W.1 ; . 169.€ 
Francis Jackson Contrac tors, Ltd 

Glebe-ave.. Tckenham, 


Middlesex 169.4 
ry (Eal ing Lid., 75; Uxbridg 

rd., Ealing, Ww. eu 4.f 
*Norman Sinclair. Ltd., €9/82, Uxbriige 

rd., Ealing, W.13 eek 164.6 

Clerkenwell. Alteration and conversion 
form divisional offices for Road Haulage Kxex 
tive, under supervision of E. A. Gad 








E.RLCGS., divisional -surveyor: *H. Bi 

Ltd., Hainault-st., Iford, Essex, £2.3° 
Coatbridge._New sc hool at Tay-s 

Lanarkshire C.C. Mr. William Watt, archite 


Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw :— 

Building, etc., works: *The Bristo] Aeropl: 
Co.. Ltd., Weston-super-Mare, £14.050. 

Clea? ‘ing and levelling site, formation of 
etc.: *Mapco, Ltd., Glasgow, £2,022. 

Drainage and allied works, eic.: *R. Pats 
son & Sons, Ltd., Airdrie, £285. 

Plumber and sanitary engineering works 
ete.: *Lanarkshire County Direct vt 
Dept., £744. 








roof of platforms 


and painting of Lian- 


Belve- 
Ltd., New- 
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Electrical fittings and installation, ete,: *E. J. 
Stiell & Co., Coatbridge, £869. 

Wire guards for tubular heaters, etc.: *W. 
Reid & Sons, Glasgow, £143. 

Special floors and allied works, etc.: *Toffolo, 
Jackson & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £526. 

Granolithic, ete., works : *Mapco, Ltd., Glas- 
gow, £225. > 

Sani itary fittings: *John Glendinning & Sons, 

Glasgow, £485. 

Li jncteie tubular earns: 
tric Co., Lid 

Consett.—60 pe aco on the Cutlers Hall estate, 
Blackhill, for U.D.C. Architect, J. J. Eltring- 
ham, Derweni-st., Blackhill: *E. Jeffcock, 
Ltd., New Bridge-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£82,400 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Glendale.—Advance site preparation for 40 
permanent houses, Ramsey-la., Wooler, North- 
umberland, for R.D.C. Reavell & Cahill, 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick, Northumberland. 
Quantities by J. . Summers & Partner: 
*McLaren & Co. (Belford), Ltd., Ls aaaeaet 
Ouseburn, Newcastle-on-Tyne 6, £13.8 

Hackney.—15 dwellings at Brooke- _ housing 
site, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £25,355 

Keighley.—26 houses at Bracken Bank es- 
tate: “Ernest Turner, Ltd., Bradford-st., 
Keighley, £51,607. 

Kirkby.—Roads, paving and internal sewers 
to serve as first portion of the southern neigh- 
bourhood unit of the new township of Kirkby: 
tSir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., £136,649. 
Construction of main sewer to link up first 
portion of Kirkby estate with the city’s main 
outfall arpinage systera: tW. Turner (Ard- 
wick), Ltd., 

a ee of divisional police station 
at Ireland Wood, Cookbridge estate, for T.C.: 
*w. J. Simms, Sons & bore Ltd., Neville- 
rd., Halton Moor, Leeds, £ 12,281. 

Lewisham.—Works for B.C. Erection of two 
blocks of flats, containing 32 dwellings, at 
Devonshire-rd. site :— 


*The Genera] Elec- 


T. W. Driver, Ltd. £62,523 
ae & Son, Ltd. ... . 60,785 
& H. F. ‘Higgs, )** 60.361 
ERS Bros. a Ltd. 59,831 
Gough Cooper & Co., L eee 632 
Kent & Sussex Bolaranei Ltd. 59,212 
Harry Neal, Ltd. 58,020 
re Kent (Builders), Ltd. 56,724 
Roberts & ne? inns ; ... 56,475 
Tomas & Edge, L oe ae ... 66,757 
G. Minter, a : .. 54,884 
ion Laing & Son, Ltd. 54,228 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. 54,009 
‘Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 52,607 


(Subject to Joan sanction.) 


Erection of block of 3 flats on Park House 
site, Bromley-rd.: *Wates, Ltd., £49,332 (sub- 
ject to loan sanction). 

Limavady.—(a) 16 houses at Bellarena and 
(b) 10 houses at Gortgare, Greysteel, for R.D.C. 
(a): *3. & H. Doherty, Coleraine, £22,419; 
(b): *John Magee, Coleraine, £14,954 

Liverpool. —Conversion of “ Gorselands ” and 

“Oiterspool Bank,’ Aigburth Vale, into 
domestic science block, for E.C.: *N.’ Berry, 
ll, Mayfield-gdns., Liverpool, £5,604; erection 
of St. Anne’s R.C. school, for Managers: *Wmn. 


Tomkinson & €o., Ltd., 7-13, Great Newton- 
st., Liverpool. 

L.C.C.—Erection of a county primary school 
in prefabricated construction at Westville-rd., 
Hammersmith :— 

Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Westminster ... ae sa sds ... £39,487 
William Lacey (amnion, Lid., 

Hounslow aa ose -. 39,211 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster ... 38,514 
A Roberts & Co.. Ltd., Westminster ... 38,498 
John Morgan (London), Lid., West- 

minster .. od 38,340 
Galbraith Bros.. “Ltd. “Holborn :.. 38,264 
G. T. Crouch, Lid. Kingston- -on-Thames 38,140 

Leslie & Co., Kensington .. 38,074 


Sloggetts iurasterey Ltd., Kensing- 
a a 37,969 


Garrett & Son, Lid., Wandsworth . 37,853 
king & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 37,000 
Ra T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth |... 36.888 
F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick... 36,465 


pt « estimate of architect in Private 
practice responsible for the work is £38,300 


Completion of county primary school at 

White City estate No. 1 site, Hammersmith :— 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... £127,125 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Totten- - 


~~ an jus Sa se ie .-. 126,954 

. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Addlestone ... 126,436 

’. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... 125,867 

i. Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill 125.651 

M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Cheam... . 124,904 

P restige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 124,489 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 

Wandsworth ... «» 124,017 

lersons, Ltd., Finsbury = ? 5.0. 105,720 
William Lacey (Hounslow), ” Ltd., 

Hounslow ... 120,688 

C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd.. Holborn ... 118.908 
‘W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., West- 

minster ane bas wea aa 118,037 

\rchitect’s comparable estimate is £116,041. 


THE BUILDER 


Adaptation of former Hatcham (P.D.) school, 
Deptiord, as restaurant :— 
Yeoman’s & Partners, Ltd., St. Maryle- 

bone ee .-- £12,556 
— (Contractors), Ltd., Kensing- 


Herbert Richardson & Sons, “Ltd. Erith, 
Kent 


Courtney & Fairbairn, Ltd., Camber- 
well > 2S 
Hunter & Clark, “Ltd., Wandsworth 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... 
I.&¢ Bowyer, Ltd., Upper Norwood 
W. W. Rowney & Co., Lid., Southwark 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., sane 
Hill & Gurr, Bromley, Kent 10,685 
*H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth . 9,739 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £10,906. 


12,317 


Pump house in connection with adaptation 
of old reservoir at northern outfall works for 
storage and digestion of sludge :— 

Essex Consiruction Co., Ltd., East Ham * 7 
Fred and T. Thorne, Ltd., Grove Park ... 
J. 


& R. Rooff, Ltd., Plaistow i ee 
F. R. Hipperson & "Son, Lid., E.C2 ... 6,234 
Gratton Wilson, Ltd., Stratford ... 6,231 


ae ag (Barking), Ltd., Barking ... 6,083 
J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., ait 


Woolwich 


William J. Jerram, Lid., East Ham : 5,819 
A. Wheeler (Romford), Ltd., Romford ... 5,787 
*R. J. Truscott, Lid., Leyton Pm 


Comparable estimate of architect is £5, 


Extension of contract with Holland & Han- 
nen and Cubitts, Ltd., for erection of further 
a dwellings at St. Paul’s Cray sites, Kent. 

L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500" in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ending March 
21. Reinstatement of allotment areas in North- 
Western district. A. J. Ward & Sons, Lid., 
Thorpe Lea Engineering Works, Egham, 
Surrey: reinstatement of allotment areas in 
South-Eastern district, Sunleys (London), Ltd., 
Sunleys Island, Great West-rd., Brentford, 
Middx.; reinstatement of allotment areas in 
the North-East district, E. Doe & Sons (Con- 
tracts), Ltd., Fyfield, Ongar, Essex: erection 
of 50 dwellings, new road and ancillary works 
at Woodberry Down estate, Stoke Newington, 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., 109, Station- 
rd., Sidcup, Kent; erection of five blocks of 
flats and other work at Balham Hill site, 
eee. Halse & Sons, Ltd., Chapel Hill, 

S.E.18; erection of 239 houses at St. Paul’s 
Cray sites, Kent, Kent & Sussex Contractors, 
Ltd., 109, ‘Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent; clearance 
of A.A. site at Clapham Common, Coles Demoli- 
tion and Excavation, Ltd., 174, Twickenham-rd., 
Isleworth; construction of blocks of flats and 
other works at Campbell House site. Woolwich, 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., 386, Kensington 
High-st., London, W.14: erection of blocks C. 
D (part) and E, and other works at Buckland- 
st. site, sg a Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
100, Park-la., W.1 











AYGEE 


METAL WINDOWS 


IN 
STEEL or 
ALUMINIUM 


AYGEE LTD., 
100, Westminster Bridge Rd., LONDON, S.E.1 
‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


A product of Engtand’s Largest Glazing Contractors 
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{London (Admiralty).—Following are particnu- 
lars of contracts made by Civil Engineer-in- 
Chief’s Dept., Admiralty :— 

Lossiemouth: R.N. Air Station, Construction 
of 90 houses, John Bisset & Sons, Lid., Back 
Hilton-rd., Aberdeen. Coventry: Admiralty 
depot, Foundations for gantry, os Daniels, 7, 
Russell-st., Coventry. 

London (Air Ministry).—New contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended March 8. 
Surface dressing work: Wirksworth Quarries, 
Ltd., London, N.1. Painting work: Alfred Bag- 


nall & Son? Ltd., Shipley, Yorks; Arnold 
Sharrocks, Lid., Rochdale, Lancs; N. S. Long, 
Ltd., Poulton- le- Fylde, Lancs. Conversion of 


huts: S. Cartledge & Sons, Ltd., Grimsby. 
GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts io 
value of £500 or over for week ended March 
Conversion of building: Y. J. Lovell & Co., 
Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Erection of hut- 
ting: W. A. James & Sons, Ltd., Gloucester. 
Painting work: M. A. Appleton (Contractors), 
td., Woiverhampton ; Wason Bros., Grange- 
town, Cardiff; Structural Painters, Ltd., Airdrie, 


Scotland. 
‘London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended March 11.--London : 


Arts Council of Great Britain, 4, St. James’s-sc., 
repairs, redecorations and ‘alterations, » ee > 
Lovell & Son, Ltd., 6, Bathurst-st., London, W.2. 
Anglesey (Wales) : Coastguard Station, Holyhe ad, 
hauios: Watkin Jones & Son, Ltd., 16. Mount- 

, Bangor. Ayrshire: Boswell Park, Ayr. hut- 
a. accommodation, Bone & Shidlds, 171, High- 
st., Irvine. 

Berkshire: Broadmoor, Crowthorne, boil = 
house, calorifier chambers and other works, 
Roberts & Co., Ltd., 75, Eccleston-sq., Vicoria, 
Hampshire : Telephone Exchange, Southbourne, 
Bournemouth, alterations for conversion to auto- 
matic T.E., ‘Treadwell & Ricketts, Curzon-st., 
Bournemouth. Isle of Wight: Coastguard 
Station, Foreland, erection of yo | dwell- 
ing, J. E. Cooper, 25, a Shanklin. 
on ead E.E.. Church-7 Walton, Liver- 

additional pono William Moss 
& Bons, Lid., 4, Roscoe-st., Liverpool. 

* London (war Dept.).— Works contfracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended March 11 :— 
Norfolk: Road work, Scudamore & Luck, Ltd., 
Northampton. Wilts: Painting and decorating 
work, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd.. Watford. 
Devon: Road work, W. J. Glossop, Ltd., Exeter. 
Berks : Building work. Crosby & ©o., Ltd., Farn- 
ham. Hants: Building work, R. C. Radford, 
Farnham; painting, work, Clark & Fenn, Ltd.. 
Clapham. ainting and decorating work 
W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd.. Watford. Somer- 
set: Road work, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd. 


Portsmouth. Co. Down: Painting work, "James 
Garvey & Co., Belfast. _ Cheshire: Electrical 
work, F. H. Wheeler & Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
Pembrokeshire: Building work, R. E. Richards, 


Haverfordwest. ‘ast Lo om Building 
work, Brown Fraser & Co., Ltd., North Berwick. 

Sargate. Houses on Ramsgate-rd. housing 
site. Boro’ E. & S., W. Leslie Armstrong B.Sc., 
A.M.T.P.L., AMLGE.. 40, Grosvenor-pl., Mar- 
gate: “K. A. Hawkes, Lid., St. Margaret’s, 
Minnis-rd.. Birchington (20), £25.770: *Baker & 
Sons (Margate), Ltd.. St. Augustine’s-av., 
Margate (20), £25,661; *King & Sons (Birching- 
ton), Ltd., Station Approach. Birchington (14), 
£16,600; *Miles & Peall, 84, Addiscombe-rd., 
Margate (4 houses, 16 flats), £17,275; “A. 
Miles & Son, 18, Lincoln-gdns.. Birchington (12), 
£15,000: *Margate Building & Decorating Co., 
45. Dane-hill, Cliftonville (10), £12.076. 

Middle: .—Alterations to properties at 
Blackson. Grassholme, Hury and Lartington, 
for the Tees Valley Water Board: *Britton & 
Co., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Middlesbrough.—72 houses at Beechwood, for 
T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: *J. H. Crawford. 
20 houses; *Buxton & Co., 24 houses; and 
*Hudson Bros., 28 houses (all local builders). 

Near Southampton.—New pavilion at_Cold- 
east Hospital, Salons Green. for S.W. Metro- 
politan egional Hospital Group (Coldeast 
Hospital and Tatchbury Mount Group Manage- 
ment Committee). J. M. Sheppard & Partners. 


architects, 38, Bedford-pl.. London. Quantities 
by “BE. C. Harris & Partners, 3, Bedford-sq.. 
London, W.C.1 

A. E. Jukes my Son, Ltd., Millbrook, 
Sonthampton £29,402 

C.P.C. Builders & Constructional Engi- 
neers. Southampton ae 29,427 
2. A. Rowell, Fareham me 29,149 
ag of & Claxon, hg ge . 29,140 
‘4. L. Lansley & Co., Ltd., Itchen 28.859 
Pullen & Son, Sout hampton 28.323 
Bran er & Son, Ltd.. Southampton 28.249 

R. W. Dowman, Sholing, Southamp- 
28.150 


ton = as = a : : 
John Lewis (Bldg.), Ltd., Perivale, 
Greenford me ; - P 
*John Hunt. Ltd., South aeat. aes . 
land-rd,, Gosport, Hants - 218% 
*Newburv.—Garage and repairs shop at Cor- 
poration Depot. Queen’s-rd.. for T.C. BS. & 


Water E.. Municipal-bidgs ‘J. W. Palmer & 
Sons (Newbury), Ltd., London-rd.. Newbury. 

Sedgefield.—24 bungalows in Kensington- 
gdns., Ferryhill, for R.D-C. Plans by R.D.C. 
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Housing A.: *J. C. Watson, Ltd., 
ees. 


Shefheld.—Works for Regional 


Stockton-on- 


Hospital 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 













‘Phone or write : 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
*“EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 






Telegrams: 





The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 



























THE BUILDER 


Board. Four staff houses ai Caistor inet 
tion: “A. Walsham & Sons, Healing, £6,38 
repair works at Balderton Colony: *M. 


Gleeson, Lid., Shefiteld, £5,913. 
Skelmersdale.—38 ouses at Windrows Farm 


site, for U.D.C.: *Mr. James Gee, Skelmers- 
dale, £43.078. p y : 
Stretford.—Extersions at Kings (Oxford), 


Ltd., Chester-rd.: *Robert Carlyle & Sons, Ltd., 
Trafford Park. 

Sunderland.—Extensions to Nos. 1 and 2 dry 
docks and fitting-out quay, for T. W. Greenwell 
& Co., Ltd., shiprepaireis. Engineers, Sir 
William Halcrow & Pariners, Alliance House, 
Caxton-st., London, §.W.1: *Demolition & Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., London. 

Wallsend.—52 houses at Low Wiese. for 
T.C. G. N. Teasdale, Boro’ E.: . H. James, 
Archer-st., “Wallsend. 

Wallsend.—Erection of valve shop, for Swan 
Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Ltd., ship- 
builders: *Elliott Bros., Otterburn-ie7., NNew- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Wandsworth.—-Erection of five three-storey 
blocks of flats (total 30 dwellings) at Strathville- 
rd. housing site, Sou‘ifields :— 

Styles (Contractors), LAd., §.W.19 . £65,157 

Flowitt & Co., Lid., S.W.19 ; 

H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., SW9 ... 

Hunter & Clark, Ltd., §.W.11 ... .-» 60;525 

Unera Construction Co., Lid., W.14 . 5 

The _— Construciion €o., Ltd. 

S.W.2 ome we . 59,656 
J. Jenkins, 14 d., 8.W.16 ... > Fe his 

Woodcock Bros., S.W. ae oe ... 58,096 


John Lewis Building Ltd., Greenford... 57,390 
Amalgamated Bui! lding Contractors, 

Ltd., S.W.8 we 56,928 
} J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam, 

Surrey ... 56,318 


Erection of seven br ick-ba built cece at Crow- 


berenee. rd. site, Strea‘ham :— 
Inera Construction Co., IAd., 


bi : 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
and consu 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Scuthampten Row, 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 


W.14 ... £15,800 














March 24 1950 


H. T. Oliver & Sons, ae weak eas .. £13,441 
Lodge Bros., Ltd., se at «- 13,223 
R. B,. Burden, Lid. 5 pode cd 13.220 
Flowitt & Co., Lid, £0.19... ws. 13,129 
Sneliing & Rayment, 8.W.16 __... mee * 
R. Patten, Ltd., 8.W.17 ... ... 12,826 
Perry’s (Ealing), Ltd., W.5 ~ 12,577 
Grosvenor Cons,ruction, Ltd., E.1l  ... 12,012 
Page & Son Building Contractors, 

§.W.17_. 11,078 
‘Orchard & Peer ‘(endon). Ltd., Wands- 

worth Common, 8.W.12 . 10,867 


Wantage.—Erection of 28 houses on the Bar- 
well-rd. site, for U.D.C.: *Childrey Building 
Co., Ltd., £33,250 (subject to M.H. approval). 

West Bromwich.—Extensions to factory for 
Messrs. Charles (Wednesbury), Ltd., Holloway 
Bank: <i. Kendrick & Son, Ltd., "Tasker-si., 
Walsall. 

West Hartlepoo!l.—Erection of six houses each 
on Owton Manor esta‘e, for T.C.: *Taylor & 
Evans, Elwick-rd., West Hartlepool; *John 
Peel, West Hartlepoo!. 

Whitburn (Co. Durham).—Erection of a R.C. 
Church: *Thomas Curry & Son, Meldon- st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne (work commenced), 

Wirksworth.—20 houses and three bungalows 
at Middleton site, for U.D.C.: *G. Shipman & 
Sons, £33,965. 





— 











é ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING -. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
 eaibiai CRADLES 














WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








TU 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


are permanently inert 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 7061 





Boyle’s -.c2.~ Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINLCERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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